
 
 

 

 

  

    
    

  
    

  

 

 

Newsletter 
Michigan's Multi-Tier,ed System of Supports 

March-April, 2021 
Volume 2, Issue 2 

Welcome to this edition of the MiMTSS newsletter. Each edition keeps you 
informed about Michigan Department of Education’s (MDE) efforts to 
support effective implementation of a Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS). 
Please share this newsletter and subscribe at MDE Email Lists, to keep 
informed on all the latest MiMTSS information. 

MDE MTSS Practice Profile 5.0 Essential Components 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIMDE/subscriber/new


  
  

 

   
  

  
 

 
 

    

 
    

    
   

  
 

  

   
    

    
      
   

     
   

  

   
  

 

     
    

   

Comprehensive Screening and 
Assessment & Continuous Data-Based 
Decision Making 

The MDE MTSS Practice Profile 5.0 is based around 
five essential components. This edition we 
complete our coverage of the five essential 
components with Comprehensive Screening & 
Assessment and Continuous Data-Based Decision 
Making. 

Comprehensive Screening and Assessment System 

A comprehensive assessment system is a coordinated system of multiple 
assessments and measures. The system is designed to help educators make 
informed instructional and programmatic decisions and provides information 
about the needs and assets of every learner from a whole child perspective. 
A comprehensive assessment system contributes to an outcomes-driven 
approach that includes a meaningful monitoring and evaluation 
component and a commitment to continuous improvement. 

The data acquired through a comprehensive assessment system are used to 
systematically evaluate the quality, equity, and efficiency of instruction, 
interventions and supports. It supports a responsive system that enhances 
individual learner outcomes. A balanced student assessment system (e.g., 
formative, progress monitoring, diagnostic, benchmark/interim, and 
summative) and system assessments (e.g., capacity, fidelity) make up the 
comprehensive screening and assessment system. 

Sound implementation of this component expects a district to: 

• Develop written processes that are consistently used over time to 
select and deselect learner outcome, fidelity, and capacity 
assessments. 

• Ensure time and resources are allocated to support ongoing, high-
quality professional learning for the use of all assessments. 

• Ensure educators are provided guidance on assessments annually. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fimages%2Fmde%2FMulti-Tiered_System_of_Supports_700484_7.jpg&data=04%7C01%7CDancerL%40michigan.gov%7C7afda628174f440dedbe08d901116d98%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C1%7C637541996629234432%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Bu4zeafsVqj2YvNEUYOZ4Ma1tT6rshV%2FaLlB9%2FZx%2FBQ%3D&reserved=0


    
 

   
  

    

   
    

  
   

  

    
  

   
  

 
   

   
  

  

   
      

  

    
  

    
   

   

    
  

 

• Support a process for schools/centers to ensure learners and families 
are informed about assessments. 

• Develop a written process that is consistently used over time for 
monitoring the fidelity of implementation. 

Continuous Data-Based Decision Making 

Continuous Data-Based Decision Making utilizes all relevant whole child and 
system data to analyze, evaluate, and plan strategies to support 
sustainable, systemic improvement and whole child learner outcomes. Data-
based decision making is inclusive of efficient data collection practices for 
multiple data sets and a formal continuous improvement process. 

Data analysis allows for evidence to guide decision-making, and for both 
the effectiveness of the system and for meeting whole child needs of all 
learners, with explicit consideration for special populations. Examination of 
data trends as they are disaggregated by group may surface, and provide 
insight into, systemic issues that may be disproportionality impacting specific 
populations of learners. Data-based decisions should ensure that all learners 
are provided an appropriately challenging learning environment designed 
to accelerate their growth. 

Sound implementation of this component expects a district to: 

• Analyze data three times a year to determine the effectiveness of the 
district wide system and the needs and progress of all learners, with 
explicit consideration for special populations. 

• Utilize and synthesize capacity, fidelity, scale/reach, and impact data 
to inform decision making. 

• Maintain an efficient data collection system and protocol to ensure 
collection, entry and access to whole child and system data. 

• Use an effective continuous improvement process. 

• Support a process for schools/centers to communicate about 
continuous improvement with staff, learners, families, school board, 
ISD and community stakeholders. 



     
  

 

  

     
     

 
 

      
     

   
  

     
  

      
   

   
 

     
  

       
 

    
  

     

      
    

     
  

         

  
      

   
   

• Ensure time and resources are allocated to support ongoing, high-
quality professional learning on continuous data-based decision 
making. 

Sharing Experiences from the Field 

Comprehensive Screening and Assessment System; 
Continuous Data-Based Decision Making 
Lenawee Intermediate School District 

“This is what we need! This is what we’ve been craving all these years. This is 
what our kids deserve.” These are the words from Onsted Elementary’s 
Building Implementation Team (BIT) member, as she learned about the 
MiMTSS Grade Level Problem Solving process. As a teacher who 
has persevered through a plethora of initiatives throughout her career, her 
passion exemplifies how the MDE MTSS Practice Profile components 
Comprehensive Screening and Assessment System and Continuous Data-
Based Decision Making successfully impacts the implementation of 
evidence-based best practice. 

Onsted Elementary continues to receive professional learning from the 
MiMTSS Technical Assistance Center. This learning is guiding their District 
Implementation Team (DIT) and BIT in developing the core understanding 
of analyzing data to make decisions to best meet the whole child needs of 
all learners. 

The Onsted Elementary BIT, with support from their DIT, is looking at 
assessment data with an eye toward the effectiveness of the Schoolwide 
Reading Plan, and the needs and progress of all learners. 

While Onsted Elementary School has used a universal screener in the past 
and regularly conducted data meetings, the systems work that the BIT 
engaged for the past few years has increased the intentionality in the time 
and resources dedicated to professional learning on the use 
of a Comprehensive Screening and Assessment System. 

The entire Onsted Elementary staff participated in administration, scoring 
and data interpretation training on Acadience Reading. Additionally, the BIT 
developed guidance documents outlining assessment windows, roles of 
assessment administrators, data coordinators, and data interpretation 



     
        

   
     

   
    

    
 

    

      
  

     

   

     

  
  

  
  

    
    

   
      

     
      

     
     

    
    

   
 

  
     

      
    

 

processes. This shared leadership is evidenced by the BIT members 
presenting the new processes and learning to the rest of the staff. 

Digging more deeply into the process of analyzing grade level and 
classroom level Acadience Reading data (problem identification, problem 
analysis, plan development, plan implementation and evaluation) has 
resulted in ensuring all learners are provided appropriately challenging 
instruction designed to accelerate their growth. Onsted Elementary staff 
engages in this process three times a year, as outlined in the Practice 
Profile. 

“It’s been an honor to learn alongside Onsted Elementary BIT and to coach 
them throughout the process… and I look forward to the continuous 
improvements ahead for the systems, the instruction, and the learners.” 

Gina, Lenawee ISD Literacy Coach 

The Value of Data Review During a Pandemic 

To say that COVID has changed our process and procedures in the 
educational setting would be the understatement of the decade. It 
certainly feels like everything in our world has changed. MTSS was not 
immune from those educational process changes. 

Montabella Community Schools is in year one [of] installing an MTSS 
framework. Well, actually, this is our second year of attempting the year one 
work. We prepared for our first data review and realized we did not have the 
usual data to review due to the ongoing pandemic. We worked with our 
MiMTSS Implementation Specialist to study our Return to Learn plan during 
the data review. The process started with each type of instructional 
method, and then looked at available or provided supports at each 
tier. We completed a comparison of services and associated data, and 
some glaring data surfaced. The failure rate for secondary students that 
were entirely virtual jumped out. As we continued to dig deeper into the 
problem statement, we focused on some concerns with communication 
and academic support. 

We had successfully used the data review process and now had a good 
feel for how the process would work in our future MTSS work. We could have 
walked away at that point, but we didn't. Data review is only as good as 
what you use it for. The District Implementation Team went to work and 
developed a pilot program for our online learners. During the second 



    
 

 
      

      
    

  

 

       
         

     

   
 

     

  
  

 
 

   
  

   
  

       
 

  
      

   

    
    

   
   

    

semester, we will roll it out to address the focus areas and hopefully lead to 
increased student achievement in those online courses. 

Before the data review, everyone on the team suspected that our online 
students' failure rate was an issue. The data review allowed us to dig deeper 
into why this might be happening and develop a plan to address it. This 
intentional allocated time was priceless and showed us the benefits of using 
a structured data review process. 

Shelly Millis, Superintendent Montabella Community Schools 

Want to share an experience with MTSS implementation, an MTSS 
accomplishment, or MTSS challenge that has been overcome? Submit your 
story by filling out the Google form. 

News to Know from the MiMTSS Technical Assistance 
Center 

Intensifying Literacy Instruction: Essential Practices 

MDE and the MiMTSS Technical Assistance Center have released the 
document, “Intensifying Literacy Instruction: Essential Practices.” 

This document focuses on the advanced tiers of an MTSS framework (Tiers 2 
and 3); however, it can and should impact Tier 1, class-wide instruction. This 
document describes five practices and considerations for understanding 
how students’ learning and behavior are enhanced. 

The TA Center is offering a limited number of printed copies through the 
Kalamazoo Regional Education Service Agency (KRESA) Print Center. These 
copies must be ordered by a school, district, or ISD. There is a minimum order 
of 10 copies and a maximum order of 25 copies. The free copies are 
available on a first-come, first-served basis. Please use the Intensifying 
Literacy Instruction order form to place your order. If you have any questions, 
please email info@mimtss.org. 

MTSS Technical Assistance Supports 
On April 15, the MiMTSS TA Center released applications for intensive 
technical assistance and requests for targeted technical assistance. 
Intensive technical assistance options include a partnership to implement an 
integrated behavior and reading MTSS, or a behavioral component of MTSS 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2F1168EQHr8DMxJZmtgq121NZCndGSUdbkybx9zlDF0I6w%2Fviewform%3Fts%3D5f44ff85%26edit_requested%3Dtrue&data=04%7C01%7CDancerL%40michigan.gov%7C7afda628174f440dedbe08d901116d98%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C1%7C637541996629244387%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=5f6%2FBwtUnaEYkomtpqgeI5KcedL%2F6E%2FGRDShEBfA0Go%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmimtsstac.org%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2FDocuments%2FAbout%2FIntensifying%2520Literacy%2520Instruction%2520-%2520Essential%2520Practices%2520(NATIONAL).pdf&data=04%7C01%7CDancerL%40michigan.gov%7C060e0cece1cc40a7970708d90426da67%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C1%7C637545387186948683%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=zZ1nmYdnCZUtIw1HYPw%2FHm9kzHuuxb%2BC9GDANMO8atQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmimtsstac.org%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2FDocuments%2FAbout%2FIntensifying_Literacy_Instruction_Essential_Practices_Order_Form_final.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CDancerL%40michigan.gov%7C7afda628174f440dedbe08d901116d98%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C1%7C637541996629254344%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=sV8oGc0YQSXM3FRvISdzv2uVjoWa%2Bk4WtKbj%2FsTZP64%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmimtsstac.org%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2FDocuments%2FAbout%2FIntensifying_Literacy_Instruction_Essential_Practices_Order_Form_final.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CDancerL%40michigan.gov%7C7afda628174f440dedbe08d901116d98%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C1%7C637541996629254344%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=sV8oGc0YQSXM3FRvISdzv2uVjoWa%2Bk4WtKbj%2FsTZP64%3D&reserved=0
mailto:info@mimtss.org.%C2%A0
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only (Promoting Positive School Climate). Several options exist for targeted 
technical assistance. Please visit the MiMTSS TA Center website for more 
information. 

Save the Dates - MTSS Annual Conference 
Leveraging MTSS to Improve Outcomes for All Learners in a Changing World 
is the theme for the annual MiMTSS Technical Assistance Center conference. 
The virtual conference is scheduled for August 3-4. Guest keynote speakers 
are Dr. Anthony Muhammad and Dr. Nikole Hollins-Sims. 
Read more about the speakers. 

Quick Links 

MDE MiMTSS Website 

MiMTSS TA Center 

MiMTSS Data System 

Practice Profile 

MICIP 

EWIMS 

Contact Us: MDE-MTSS@michigan.gov 

To learn more about how your organization can 
contribute to the success of an effective MTSS 
implementation or how MDE can support your 
efforts, visit the MiMTSS website. 

Questions? 
Contact Us 

STAY CONNECTED: 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmimtsstac.org%2Fta-supports&data=04%7C01%7CDancerL%40michigan.gov%7C7afda628174f440dedbe08d901116d98%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C1%7C637541996629254344%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Pbm6RiohQz6j2A1t0%2FDz8TE3P8n4Xdm3Kp2XjL2aNys%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fmtss&data=04%7C01%7CDancerL%40michigan.gov%7C7afda628174f440dedbe08d901116d98%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C1%7C637541996629264298%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=9PWTdvkStB8FBFwdnq4R%2B3TSsTdXwDIVtv%2FrHmJ1fSI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmimtsstac.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7CDancerL%40michigan.gov%7C7afda628174f440dedbe08d901116d98%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C1%7C637541996629264298%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2BG23%2F%2F0Xk341QiQBLAUgVFyBBnlO5SzEfz7728RehaI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmimtsstac.org%2Fevaluation%2Fmimtss-data-system&data=04%7C01%7CDancerL%40michigan.gov%7C7afda628174f440dedbe08d901116d98%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C1%7C637541996629274254%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=buMleTRE4ayY%2FRqtiDdqNRvs642GFr%2Fv%2F63kK21Ubdw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fdocuments%2Fmde%2FMDE_MTSS_Practice_Profile_5.0July2020_ADA_700696_7.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CDancerL%40michigan.gov%7C7afda628174f440dedbe08d901116d98%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C1%7C637541996629274254%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=zUCUuzFSl5gxzogPH04B8IXr%2FXQ%2FMppmzTR7NcuwqQA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fmde%2F0%2C4615%2C7-140-81376_92325---%2C00.html&data=04%7C01%7CDancerL%40michigan.gov%7C7afda628174f440dedbe08d901116d98%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C1%7C637541996629274254%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=93ifHKSHvISbvqY8MD4P2TTwFHWcJ7owbLziYx6AXic%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fmde%2F0%2C4615%2C7-140-81376_83587---%2C00.html&data=04%7C01%7CDancerL%40michigan.gov%7C7afda628174f440dedbe08d901116d98%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C1%7C637541996629284211%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=SS6%2BudFi9ryrtlsBlzXij2aXjwZeSTwncphRQX2HRuU%3D&reserved=0
mailto:MDE-MTSS@michigan.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fmde%2F0%2C4615%2C7-140-81376_86454---%2C00.html&data=04%7C01%7CDancerL%40michigan.gov%7C7afda628174f440dedbe08d901116d98%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C1%7C637541996629284211%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=jfnLFC9aPc1imy1EG3JdKkiI66eSsjkqD7mEnfMdm1s%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fmde%2F0%2C4615%2C7-140-83834---%2C00.html&data=04%7C01%7CDancerL%40michigan.gov%7C7afda628174f440dedbe08d901116d98%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C1%7C637541996629294167%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=MvYnr0fhm92vfjX2p6V2igGGGlHPGb2IN%2BYjpmTkIgU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fmde%2F&data=04%7C01%7CDancerL%40michigan.gov%7C7afda628174f440dedbe08d901116d98%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C1%7C637541996629294167%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=FJpSGZYdVFoIWZA7kpuLYB%2FZ%2Byd1Q66Iy34fSWhYw%2BU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fmichdepted&data=04%7C01%7CDancerL%40michigan.gov%7C7afda628174f440dedbe08d901116d98%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C1%7C637541996629294167%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=tIeRYIZRozrcCgUq7zohe%2FyZ40Pjr%2BBmRnIe0d86sl0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fmde%2F0%2C4615%2C7-140-7083-211898--%2C00.html&data=04%7C01%7CDancerL%40michigan.gov%7C7afda628174f440dedbe08d901116d98%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C1%7C637541996629304127%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=GdSXzvX8Bne5BCBYDfkexRd5hWjdjsFKUuuCu2HSl6Q%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fuser%2Fmichdepted&data=04%7C01%7CDancerL%40michigan.gov%7C7afda628174f440dedbe08d901116d98%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C1%7C637541996629304127%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=wYh2SxH9D3eOa%2B916EHalV6Anzc1fgtphJ1BBfhEeXU%3D&reserved=0
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIMDE/subscriber/new
https://conta.cc/380PUbU
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