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STATE TREASURY BUILDING 

August 21 , 1979 

M r .  Donald J. Reis 
Wi l l iams,  Damon & Reis 
400 Frey Bldg. 
Union Bank Plaza 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 

Dear M r .  Reis : 

This i s  i n  response t o  your  i n q u i r y  concerning t h e  Campaign Finance . 1 
P.ct ( " t h e  A c t " ) ,  P.A. 388 o f  1976, as amended. . ,  

I 
You s t a t e  "An i n d i v i d u a l  con t r i bu ted  t o  t h e  candidate committee o f  a , '  I 
candidate f o r  S t a t e  Representat ive t h e  sum o f  $250 p r i o r  t o  t h e  general  

I 
1 

e l ec t i on .  Th is  c o n t r i b u t i o n  was p r o p e r l y  r e p o r t e d  as requ i red  by t h e  
S ta tu te .  A f t e r  t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  the  candidate has ou ts tand ing  b i l l s  r e l a t e d  
t o  h i s  successfu l  campaign. The c o n t r i b u t o r  o f f e r s  t o  make an a d d i t i o n a l  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  h e l p  pay o f f  the  campaign debt . "  

The ques t ion  presented i s  whether o r  n o t  a  candidate can rece i ve  an a d d i t i o n a l  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  from t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  a f t e r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  i n  o rder  t o  r e t i r e  t h e  
p r i o r  campaign debt.  

Sec t ion  52(1)  ( c )  o f  t h e  Ac t  (MCLA 2 169.252 ( l ) ( c ) )  prov ides a c o n t r i b u t o r  
may n o t  c o n t r i b u t e  more than $250 f o r  a  candidate f o r  s t a t e  rep resen ta t i ve  
" w i t h  respec t  t o  a  s i n g l e  e l e c t i o n . "  Sec t ion  52(2)  (MCLA 5 169.252 ( 2 ) )  s t a t e s :  

" ' W i t h  respec t  t o  a  g i n g l e  e l e c t i o n '  means, i n  the  case o f  a  c o n t r i b u t i o n  
designated i n  w r i t i n g  f o r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  e l e c t i o n ,  t he  e l e c t i o n  so designated. 
A c o n t r i b u t i o n  made a f t e r  a  p r imary  e l e c t i o n ,  general e l e c t i o n ,  caucus, o r  
convent ion and designated f o r  t h e  pr imary e l e c t i o n ,  debts and o b l i g a t i o n s  
from the  pr imary  e l e c t i o n ,  general e l e c t i o n ,  caucus, o r  convent ion. I f  a 
c o n t r i b u t i o n  i s  n o t  designated i n  w r i t i n g  f o r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  e l e c t i o n ,  t h e  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  s h a l l  be considered made f o r  a  pr imary e l e c t i o n ,  general  
e l e c t i o n ,  caucus, o r  convent ion i f  made on o r  be fore  the  da te  o f  t h e  
pr imary  e l e c t i o n ,  general  e l e c t i o n ,  caucus 'or  convent ion. 

From the  f a c t s  presented, i t  may reasonably be assumed t h a t  t he  $250 c o n t r i b u t e d  
p r i o r  t o  t he  general  e l e c t i o n  was n o t  designated f o r  any p a r t i c u l z r  e l e c t i o n .  
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Consequently, pursuant to  the l a s t , s en t ence  of the  quoted s ta tu tory  pro- 
vision the  $250 contributed pr io r  t o  the general e lec t ion  i s  construed as  
a  contribution fo r  the  general e lect ion.  Therefore, the  contributor may 
not contr ibute  fu r ther  to the  general e lect ion or make any addit ional  
contribution t o  help pay of f  campaign debts a t t r i bu t ed  to tha t  e lec t ion .  I 

I 
However, i f  t he  contr ibutor  has not reached h i s  o r  her contribution l i m i t  
f o r  the  primary e lect ion and there  a r e  outstanding debts a t t r i bu t ab l e  t o  73 

the primary e lec t ion ,  the  contributor may make a  contribution designated in I m 
'D 

writ ing fo r  the  primary e lect ion only to  the extent  t h a t  the contribution 1 n C a 

does not exceed s t i l l  outstanding debts and obl igat ions  from the primary ; 
m 
a 
u 

e lec t ion .  % - 
T i 

Since your request did not present a  detai,led statement of fac t s  as  1 I? 

required by Rule 169.6 of the  Administrative Rules promulgated t o  implement 
0 

2. 

the  Act f o r  the  issuance of declaratory ru l ings ,  t h i s  response i s  informational 5 -. only and does not cons t i t u t e  a  declaratory rul ing.  I LO O 

I 3 

Very t ru ly  yours,  
I 

P h i  11 i p T. ' ~ r angos  , D i  r ec to r  
- 

Office of Hearings and Legislation 




