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November 10 ,  1981 

Mr. John D .  Pi r i c h  
M i l l e r ,  Canf ie ld ,  Paddock & Stone 
110 Business & Trade Center 
200 Washington Square,  North 
Lansing, Michigan 48933 

Dear Mr. Pi r i ch  

This i s  in response t o  your inqui ry  concerning a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of the Campaign 
Finance Act ( t h e  " A c t " ) ,  1976 PA 388, as amended, to  pa r tne r sh ip  con t r ibu t ions .  
S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  you have asked:  

"May a  law f i rm which i s  a  par tnersh ip  including profess iona l  
corpora t ions  make f i rm con t r ibu t ions  t o  a  p o l i t i c a l  candidate  
o r  committee and have the  con t r ibu t ions  charged back t o  only 
non-professional  corpora t ion  pa r tne r s?"  

As indica ted  in  an April 29,  1981 l e t t e r  t o  Mary F. Galasso,  par tnersh ips  a r e  
unique c rea tu re s  under Michigan law. A pa r tne r sh ip  i s  a  s epa ra t e  e n t i t y ,  y e t  
i t  i s  a l s o  a  group of i n d i v i d u a l s .  Under the  Department's i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of 
the  Act s e t  f o r t h  in  the  Galasso l e t t e r ,  a  pa r tne r sh ip  may a c t  as  a  s i n g l e  e n t i t y  
o r  a  par tnersh ip  check may be used t o  make one lump sum con t r ibu t ion  which i s  
a t t r i b u t e d  in  s p e c i f i c  amounts t o  individual  pa r tne r s .  Obviously, no p a r t  of 
a  campaign con t r ibu t ion  may be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  an individual  pa r tne r  who i s  
incorporated as  a  profess iona l  corporat ion because of s e c t i o n  54 of the  Act 
( M C L  169.254) .  However, the f a c t  t h a t  some pa r tne r s  a r e  incorporated does not  
prevent the unincorporated pa r tne r s  from having con t r ibu t ions  made with 
par tnersh i  p checks where the  con t r ibu t ions  a r e  a t t r i b u t e d  only t o  the  
unincorporated p a r t n e r s .  A t t r i b u t i o n ,  as  used in t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  means the  
unincorporated p a r t n e r s  ' shares  of the pa r tne r sh ip  p r o f i t s  s h a l l  be reduced 
by the  amount of the  con t r ibu t ion  while the  draw o r  compensation of the unin- 
corporated pa r tne r s  remains unaf fec ted ,  i . e .  , as i f  no con t r ibu t ion  had been 
made. 
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As s ta ted  in the Galasso l e t t e r ,  a partnership i s  presumed to  be separate 
e n t i t y  when using the par tnership  checking account unless a  written statement 
ident i fy ing the actual individual contr ibutors  accompanies the contribution. 
The proper procedure a  par tnership  must follow when making a contribution bears 
repeating from the  Gal asso 1  e t t e r :  

"When partners wish t o  use a  partnership check to  make a  contribution 
t o  a  committee, the check should be accompanied by a  writ ten statement 
containing the name, address,  da t e ,  and amount of contribution being 
made by each par tner .  The rec ip ien t  committee should then report the 
contributions as i f  they had received a  separate  check from each 
partner and no mention should be made of the  partnership as a  
contr ibutor .  Those partners whose contr ibut ions  to ta l  more than $200 
must have t h e i r  occupation, employer, and principal  place of business 
reported in addit ion t o  t h e i r  name, address,  da te ,  and amount of 
contribution.  When t he  partnership ac t s  as a  person in i t s  own r igh t ,  
a separate statement should not accompany the check and the amount 
contributed  ill not be a t t r i bu t ed  t o  the individual partners.  By 
fol lowing t h i s  contr ibut ion and report ing procedure, partnerships and 
t h e i r  partners wi l l  avoid viola t ing sect ion 41 ( 6 )  of the Act  (MCL 169 .241)  
which prohibi ts  a  contribution being made 'by any person in a  name 
other  than the  name by which t ha t  person i s  iden t i f i ed  fo r  legal 
purposes. "' 

This response i s  informational only and does not cons t i t u t e  a  declaratory ruling.  

Very truJy yours,  

/&7+ 
Phi 1 1  ip  T. Frangos 
Director 
Office of Hearings and Legislat ion 




