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Z I C h A R 3  E. AUSTiN u SEC3fTA.S'; Gi STATE 

STATE T A E A S U R Y  YUILD ING 

August 21 , 1979  

Mr. Art Kslsey 
4602 East Clinton Trail  
Eaton Rapids, Michigan 48327 

Dear Mr. Kelsey: 

This i s  in response to  your inquiry cmzerning the  a99:icabilit.y c f  the  
Ca~paign Finance Act ( " the  Act") ,  ?.A. 388 of 1976, as amended, 10 the  use f o r  
campaign purposes of a dernons t r a t i on  vehicle provided previous1 y f o r  o ther  F u r -  
poses by a corporation. 

You s t a t e  "As the  spouse o f  an auto dealer  I am e n t i t l e d  t o  the  f u l i  use 
o f  a 'demo' veh ic le ,  per agreement w i t h  Ford Motor Ccinpany. I an presently using 
t h i s  vehic ls  f o r  campaigning." 

'tou ask whether use of t h i s  vehicle f o r  cari~paigning i s  permissible under 
the  Act. 

Section 5 4 ( 1 )  of the Act (MCLA §169.254( l j j  provides a corpcrat ion nay 
n o t  make 2 contribution o r  expenditure t o  a candidate c ~ m n i t t e e .  The a e f i n i t i o n s  
of "contr ibut isn"  in Section 4 (MCLA S169.204) and "expenditui-e" ii? Section 6 
( K L A  5169.206) include the transSer of anything of asce r tz  inabl e monetary va; ue 
t o  an indiviauai  f o r  the  purpose of influencing the nomination o r  e l e c t i on  of a 
candidate. 

Aiihougn i t  may be s t a t ed  the  vehicle was not placed i n i t i a l l y  i r i  your 
? ~ s s e s s i o n  fo r  the  purpose of using i t  to  carripaigfi for  o f f i c e ,  i t s  usage in a caxpaign 
~y a czndiaate i s  a t r an s f e r  of an object  of asce r ta inab le  monecary value f a r  che 
~ U T P O S ~  o f  influencing an e lec t ion .  The use of corporate property by a cazdidate  
coinmit tee i s  prohibitea by t h 2  Act. 

Accordingly, you may use the  aemonstra~ion vehicle For any purpose aliowed 
i n  agreement w i t h  Ford !40to? Company, b u t  you may not use the j~ehic le  f o r  cangaigfi 
piirposes. 

This response consti t u ~ 2 s  a dec7arztory r u l  ing concernins the  a??? i cab i i  i t y  
of the  Act t o  the  f a c t s  c-rtumerat?d i n  your request .  

Secretary o f  S t a t e  
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