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Th i s  i s  i n  response t o  you r  r e c e n t  l e t t e r  i n  which severa l  q u e s t i o n s  were j o_ 
I r a i s e d  concern ing  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  Campaign Finance Ac t  ( " t h e  A c t " ) ,  

. 
5 

P . A .  388 o f  1976, as amended, as  they in ipact  on a  cand ida te  comni t t e e .  
- 
lC 

Your ques t i ons  a r e  answered i n  t h e  order they were asked. I 
I 

1 .  Must a  cand ida te  c o m i t t e e ,  i n  f,il i n g  a s ta tement  o r  
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  i n d i c a t e  t h e  o f f i c e  sought by t h e  cand ida te  
i f  i t  i s  unknown a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  s ta tement  i s  f i l e d ?  

A cand ida te  commit tee does n o t  have t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  o f f i c e  sought by a  
cand ida te  i f  t h e  o f f i c e  has n o t  been i d e n t i f i e d  as o f  t h e  d a t e  t h e  s t a t e -  
ment o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i s  f i l e d .  The s ta tement  has t o  be amended when t h e  
o f f i c e  i s  se l ec ted .  

2. What i s  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  m a i n t a i n i n g  a  candidate c o m i t t e e  
f o r  t h e  purpose o f  p l a c i n g  a  person i n  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e  i f  
,a s ta tement  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  cannot be f i l e d  u n t i l  t h e  o f f i c e  
sought i s  known? 

Your second q u e s t i o n  i n d i c a t e s  you a re  ope ra t i ng  under  t h e  i n c o r r e c t  i n t e r -  
p r e t a t i o n  t h a t  a  s ta tement  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  cannot be f i l e d  by a  c a n d i d a t e  
commit tee u n t i l  t h e  o f f i c e  sought i s  i d e n t i f i e d .  Sec t i on  3 o f  the A c t  
(MCLA 3 169.203) s t a t e s  an i n d i v i d u a l  i s  cons idered a  cand ida te  when he  o r  
she rece i ves  a  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o r  makes an expend i tu re  even though t h e  s p e c i f i c  
e l e c t i v e  o f f i c e  i s  unknown a t  t h e  t ime  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  i s  r e c e i v e d  o r  t h e  
expend i tu re  i s  made. Sec t i on  21 o f  t h e  Act  (MCLA § 169.221) r e q u i r e s  an 
i n d i v i d u a l  t o  f o rm  a  cand ida te  comn i t tee  w i t h i n  10 days a f t e r  becoming a  
candidate.  S e c t i o n  24 o f  t h e  Ac t  (KCLA § 169.224) r e q u i r e s  t h e  c a n d i d a t e  
c o m i t t e e  t o  f i l e  a s ta tement  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w i t h i n  10 days a f t e r  i t  i s  
formed . 

3. Does t h e  t e rm  " p o l i t i c a l  c o , m i t t e e "  enable  fo rmat ion  
o f  a commit tee t o  r a i s e  funds f o r  a  cand ida te  who has n o t  
i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  o f f i c e  he o r  she i s  seeking? 



P;r. Robert C .  Kelly 
P tge Two 

Slction 11 of the Act (i.ICLA 5 169.211) defines "po l i t i c a l  comlnittce" ; I S  a 
c~~nrni t t e e  which i s  n o t  a candidate committee,  o r  ba l lo t  question committee. 
A committee which i s  c l e a r l y  functioning a s  a candidate committee cannot 
r eg i s t e r  as a  po l i t i c a l  cornniittee even though the o f f i c e  sougilt i s  not known. 

4 .  I f  the o f f i c e  sought i s  unknown, may the name of a candidate 
be deleted from a  committee statement required by the  Act? 

I A*,  indicated previously, the lack of an iden t i f i ed  o f f i c e  does not  re1 i e v e  a 
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cdndidate c o m i t t e e  from f i l i n g  a  required committee statement.  However, a  
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committee may not de l e t e  the name of any individual i t  i s  support ing merely 1 

I< - - 
bwause the  o f f i c e  sought i s  unknown. I m 
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I 5. I f  a  candidate seeks an o f f i ce  other than t he  one f o r  which 
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i his  o r  her candidate c o m i t t e e  f i l ed  a  statement of organizat ion,  
- 
1 

must a new statement be f i l e d ?  I 

I Lf 

I 
i 
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I f  the  o f f i c e  sought by a  candidate i s  changed, the  candidate c o m i t t e e  on ly  
has t o  amend the o r i g in i l  statement of organization. The corruni t t e e  does no t  
have t o  submit a new statement of organization. I t  should be noted,  however, 1 
Section 21 o f t h e  Act requires an individual who i s  a  candidate f o r  mure than 1 - 

one o f f i c e  to form a  candidate committee fo r  each o f f i c e  provided a t  l e a s t  one 
of' the  o f f i ces  i s  a  s t a t e  e l e c t i ve  o f f i c e .  

6 .  Would a  candidate who amends his  o r  her statement of organizat ion 
t o  r e f l e c t  a  change i n  the  o f f i c e  sought be precluded from receiving 

, pub1 i c  funds provided the o f f i c e  was one f o r  which funds were ava i l ab l e?  

~0u.r question i s  ra ised because of Section 62 of the Act (MCLA S 169.262) which 
s t a t e s  t h a t  "only a  candidate who established a  s i ng l e  candidate c o m i t t e e  which 
submitted a  statement of organization according t o  procedures es tab l i shed  by 
l a w  may receive moneys under t h i s  a c t . "  Presently,  the  only moneys a v a i l a b l e  
u n d e r  the Act a r e  f o r  gubernatqrial candidates under prescribed condi t ions .  
Under normal circumstances, an amendment to  a candidate committee's s ta tement  
of organization indicat ing a  change of o f f i c e  sought wi l l  not be construed a s  
cons t i tu t ing  more than a  s i ng l e  candidate c o m i t t e e .  

This response may be considered informational only and not a s  c o n s t i t u t i n g  a  
decl aratory rul ing.  

Very t r d y  yours, 

o f f i ce '  of ~ e a r i n ~ s  and Legislat ion 
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