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M I C H I G A N  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  S T A T E  
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L A N S I N G  

RICHP.RD t i .  AUSTIN SECRETARY OF STATE 
M I C H I G A N  4 8 9 1  

STATE TREASURY B U l L D l p D  

Ms. Beverly H u n t ,  C7 erk 
Township of  F l i n t  
1490 South Dye Road 
F1 i n t ,  Michigan 48504 

Dear Ms. Hunt: 

This  is i n  response  t o  your  i n q u i r y  concerning t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o f  the 
Campaign Finance Act. ( " t h e  Act" ) ,  P.A. 388 o f  .1976, a s  amended, t o  an 
"Anti-Annexation Campaign." 

\ 

You s t a t e  i n  your  l e t t e r  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s  and r e s i d e n t s  o f  F l i n t  
Township a r e  conduct ing an "Anti-Annexation Campaign" in  an e f f o r t  t o  
prevent  the C i t y  o f .  F l i n t  from " S t r i p  Annexing" p r o p e r t i e s  i n  F l i n t  Township. 
As p a r t  of  t h i s  campaign, t h e  r e s i d e n t s  and o f f i c i a l s  will be s o l i c i t i n g  funds  
f o r  a d v e r t i s i n g  which w i l l  be kept  i n  an account  and used only  f o r  t h a t  p u r -  
pose. Y o u i ' n d i c a t e t h e  campaign is no t  d i r e c t e d  toward an e l e c t i o n  o r  b a l l o t  
ques t ion ,  b u t  f o r  t h e  purpose of  bu i ld ing '  suppor t  t o  be r e f l e c t e d  a t  S t a t e  
Boundary Commission hea r ings  and i n  t h e  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  

\ 
Your q u e s t i o n  is whether  t he -above  a c t i v i t i e s  must be recorded o r  r e p o r t e d  
under t h e  Act? . 

Els. Cindy Sage, T r e a s u r e r  o f  t h e  Republican Women's Federat ion o f  Michigan 
(" the RWFM"), asked whether t h e  RbJFM was o b l i g a t e d  t o  r e p o r t  under t h e  Act .  
I n  a response  conta ined  i n  a l e t t e r  i s sued  on March 29 ,  1978, t h e  Department 
s t a t e d :  . . 

i . . . . . .. 
"The de t e rmina t ion  d f  whether t h e  RWFM i s  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  A c t ' s  
p rov i s ions  i s  c o n t i n g e n t  on whether  t h e  s t a t e  o rgan iza t ion  o r  
any o f  t h e  l o c a l  o r g a r ~ i z a t i o n s  i s  a 'commit tee '  a s  def ined  in  t h e  
Act. Sec t ion  3 o f  t h e  Act (MCLA 5 169.203) d e f i n e s  a ' c o r n i t t e e '  
a s  a person who r e c e i v e s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o r  makes expendi tures  f o r  t h e  
purpose of i n f l u e n c i n g  o r  a t t empt ing  t o  in-f luence t h e  a c t i o n  o t  t h e  
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vote rs  f o r  o r  aga in s t  t he  nomination o r  e lec t ion  of a candidate,  
o r  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n ,  passage, o r  defea t  of a b a l l o t  quest ion,  
i f  con t r ibu t ions  received t o t a l  $200.00 o r  more i n  a  ca lendar  
y e a r  o r  expenditures made t o t a l  $200.00 or  more i n  a ca lendar  
year .  'Person' is  defined i n  the  Act a s  including an assoc ia t ion ,  
committee, o r  any o ther  organization o r  group of persons ac t ing  
j o i n t l y . "  (Emphasis added) . . 

Accordingly, s i nce  t h e  res iden ts  and o f f i c i a l s  of  the  Township of  F l i n t  a r e  
not  rece iv ing .con t r ibu t ions  o r  making expenditures f o r  t h e  purpose of 
inf luencing t h e  nomination o r  e lec t ion  o f  a candidate,  o r  t h e  qua1 i f i c a t i o n ,  
passage o r  d e f e a t  of a b a l l o t  question,  repor t ing is n o t  requi'red by t h e  Act. 

However, i n  t h e  event any proposal addressed by your group becomes t he  sub j ec t  
o f  an e l e c t i o n ,  the requirements of the Act wi l l  be appl icable .  ,Monies i n  t h e  
fund w i l l  have t o  be reported a s  is t h e  case f o r  any o the r  b a l l o t  question. 

In view of the f a c t  your  l e t t e r  was general i n  nature  and lacked the s p e c i f i c i t y  
requ i red  by Sect ion 63 of t h e  Michigan Administrative Procedures Act (MCLA 5 169.2r 
which e s t a b l i s h e s  t h e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  requesting and issuing a dec la ra to ry  ru l i ng ,  
t h i s  response may be considered a s  informational only and not  a s  cons t i t u t i ng  a 
decl ar-r tory rul ing. 

Very tru yours,  

/ . . 
P h i l l i p  T. Frangos, Director  , 

O f f  i c e  of Hearings and Legisl a t i on  

PTF: pk 


