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tciLtlAR0 H. AUSTII\] o SECGETARY CF STATE 

+ STATE TREASURY 

January 10, 1979' 

tlonorabl e Raymond '111. tlood 
I4icfiigan liouse o f  Represen-ta tives 
S ta t e  Capi to1 
Lansing, H i  chigan 40909 

Dear Representative tlood: 

I . .  . . .  

You s t a t e  you desire  t o  es tab1 ish a petty casli fund consisting 
ent i re ly  of officeholder expense fund monies. You ask whether the 
preceding is pemiss ib lc  under. the Act. 

. 

I e 

L -  .-. -..- 

Section 49( l )  o f  the  Act (I-ICLA 5169.24?) s t a t e s  ' a ~  electcd public . 

off ic ia l  may establ ish an officeholder expcnse f u n d .  Tha  fund ]nay 
be used f o r  expenses inciden-ia1 t o  the person's of f ice .  The fund iRJg 
not be used t o  make contributions and expenditures t o  fu r the r  tile 
nomination o r  election of t h a t  p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l . "  
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This i s  . in  response to your request concerning t h e  appl icabil  i t y  of 
the Campaign Finance Act, P.A. 380 o f  1976 ("the Act"), as ~ a e d e d ,  
to  a petty cash fund.  

A pe t ty  cash fund may be established w i t h  monies from ari..oificholdcr 
. expense fund. I n  :hiit instance, hovaver,  the petty cash fund must 

be ent i rely separate and d i s t i n c t  fros any pe t t y  cash fi lnd o f  the 
. . candidate's committee. As such, i t  may be used only for  cxpenses 

incidental to the person's off ice.  
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J u s t  as officholder expense fund reporting and pi-occdura? I-equircnents, 
unless other,iise indicated i n  the Act, a r c  paral le l  t o  those f o r  candidat2 
and other comi  t tees  , reporting and procedural I-cquircmellts aypl icabl e 
to petty cash funds estabi ished with c a n d i d a t e  co~xiiitiee monies are appl i -  
cable  a lso t o  petty casli funds cl-edi tcd a i  iir 'officellolder fund 11:onics. 
T h u s ,  f o r  example, a s ingle  expenditure fro!n a p e t t y  cas!l fund  slldll r;ot ' 

exceed $50.00 regardless of  beth her the fund is estaol ished w i t h  candidate 
cormnittee or officeholder fund monies. . 
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This response may be considered informational or~iy  ai;d not as consti t u  t i n g  
a declaratory ruling. 

O f f i c e  o f  ilearings & L ~ ~ , ~ i d ~ i o n  




