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Mr. C'lii~rles A. A~igli~i  
5101 AI-clc~i 
Warren, Micliigiiri 38092 

1)eitr- Mr. Angli~i: 

'I'liis is iri 1-es1)onse to yo~rr recluest for a11 iriter~)i-etiitiori concerrlirig tlie app1ical)ility of 
tlie ('i111il);iigri I;i~ia~ice Act ("tlre Act"), 1970 1'A 388, as a~nended, to a canipaign 
;~dver t ix~l ie~i t  for electio~i to tlie Scliool I%oarrl of the Warren Consolidated Scllool 
llislr ict. 

You inrlicate tllal a clirect liiail i ~ d ~ ~ ~ t i ~ ~ ~ l l ~ l i t  p~oliiotiilg YOLIT calldidacy for the Scliool 
13oa1el is p~oelucecl by ('ol)y (:eriter IJSA, Iric., a ~ l d  illserted in local newspapers for 
c l i s t~ i l~ t i o i .  Your letter states: 

"'l'lie ('oliiiiii~~ee '1'0 lilect (~Il i~ck Arigli~i pays Copy Center 
I JSA, 1 1 1 ~ .  for tlie ailver lisi~ig space the saliie way the otlier 
aclverlisers 1);ty ('01)y C'e~iter' USA, Iric. for their 
iiclve~ liser~ierit." 

You fur111er- i11clic;ite tliat Jets I'izz;~ ~)~~r-cI ias~cI  i ~ i l v e r ~ i s e ~ ~ ~ e ~ i l s  fro111 Copy Center IJSA, 
I~ic., for its I,i~siriess. 11s i~ilvertiser~ie~lt al)l)eared i n  [lie sanie Ilewspaper insert with your 
ca~lil)iligri atlvertise~iie~it. Jets l'izza is owrletl l,y Jet's Pizza, Inc., a corporation. 

One of the 1)Llrposes of tlie Act is to regillate tlle firiaricilig of campaigns for "elective 
olfice". S ~ ~ l ~ s e c t i o ~ i  S(2 )  of t l~e  Act ( M C l -  109.205) was amended t)y 1989 I'A 95, and 
111 oviilcs, 111 1)cr tiliclil 1):irt: 

1 ixcepl l.01'  llle j2ll[poses of "(2) 'lilec~~ive ol'l'icc' . . . -- 
sec'tior~s 54 i111tl i5,elec[ive ol'l'ice tloes ~ lo t  ilic.l~rcle ii school 
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hoartl ~neni l~er  iri :I primary or fotrrtli class scliool district." 
(Eriiptiasis added.) 

'I'lie Wa1-re11 Consolidated Scliool Ilistrict is a fourtl~ class district. As such, the tlistrict's 
Scliool Iloard elections are ge~ie~.ally excluded fro111 the Act's requirements. I-Iowever, 
sections 54 and 55 of the Act (MCI, 169.254 and 169.255) remain applicable to scliool 
1)oard electio~ls iri a fourth class district. 'I'llese sections prohibit a corporation from 
making a contril~ution to a ca~iclidate comliiit tee. 

Sectio~i 4 of tlie Act (MC'I. 169.204) tlefines a caliipaign "co~itrib~~tion" as follows: 

"Sec. 4. (1) 'Co~itril)~rtio~i' IiieaIis a paynlelit, gift, 
subscril>tioli, assessiiie~it, expenditure, contract, payment for 
services, d ~ ~ e s ,  aclva~ice, forbearance, loan, or donation of 
Iiioriey or a~iytliirig of ascertai11aI)le niolietary value, or a 
transfer of anything of ascertai~ial>le monetary value to a 
person, made for [he purpose of influencirig tlie nomination 
or electio~i of a canclidate . . . 

(2) Contril~ution illcl~~des . . . tlie granting of discounts 
or relutes not availal~le to the general public; or tlie granting 
of cliscounls or rebates by broaclcast rnedia and newspapers 
not extended o ~ i  an erlual I~asis to all candidates for tlie same 
office." 

Assuniilig that Jets l'izza was rilerely p~~rctiasing coriirriercial advertising from Copy 
Center USA, Inc., for its business arid was not making a "contribution" to your campaign, 
as defined in  section 4 of tlie Act, nothing in yollr letter would lead to the conclusion 
that Jets I'izza lias violatecl the Act or its rules. 'l'l~e Act does not prohibit a corporation 
from p~~rcliasing advertising from the same company wliich produces and distributes 
canipaig~l advertising for a cariditlate co~ii~iiiltee, provided the advertisements are 
purchaseci at fair lilarket value. 

'l'llis resl>onse is i~lforniatio~~:~! o~lly and does  lot constitute a declaratory ruling. 

Very t ru ly  yolirs, 




