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   Program Description
“Community” is self-defined. It can range from an entire county, to a city, village, township or neighborhood. Applicants are asked to define their community. The first step is to review available resources and assessment options and get a representative group of residents and organizational representatives together to plan out how best to conduct an aging friendly community assessment in your community.  

Assessment Models: There are several national models for assessing a community’s aging friendly assets and identifying areas that could be targeted for improvements.  Some of the most widely used assessment models can be found via the website links in the Community for a Lifetime information section on OSA’s website at http://www.michigan.gov/osa/1,4635,7-234-64083_64552---,00.html
Assessment Options: Any recognized aging friendly community assessment may be used for this application, including the Michigan Community for a Lifetime (CFL) Aging Friendly Community Assessment. Some communities have used one or more assessment models or added community surveys to their overall assessment. 
Application Required Elements: To submit an application for Community for a Lifetime Recognition:

1. The Assessment must be conducted by a community group (OSA recommends public and private participation and representation by older adults). 
2. A copy of a resolution, passed by the community’s governing body supporting the CFL process and the CFL Leadership Team must be included.
3. A *Priorities/Action Plan with specific action plans for future aging friendly community development must be included that covers the following:

A. Identification of community assets (best features or strengths) for each category/domain of community livability that is assessed.
B. Identification of areas where your community has opportunities for improvement for each category/domain of community livability that is assessed.
C. Action Steps for making improvements and promoting assets that include time frames - short term (6 months), intermediate term (from 6 months – 2 years) or long term (2 + years), potential obstacles, organizations with the authority to make the improvement, milestones that would demonstrate success and persons who will follow up.
D. A prioritized listing of the action steps based on your group’s recommendations. 

        *The Michigan CFL Assessment includes a format for this in Chapters 11 and 12. 
4. The Application cover sheet, included below on page 4, must accompany the completed assessment. Please follow the Application Instructions on page 5.

Commitment to Improvement: The Priorities/Action Plan is an important component of the application for CFL recognition. Completing a comprehensive aging friendly community assessment is a major accomplishment, but it will only have long lasting impact in your 
community if there is a commitment to sustain and build upon aging friendly features.  If your application is approved for recognition, it is with the expectation that your community understands that becoming a Community for a Lifetime is an ongoing process. A Community for a Lifetime stays engaged in the process in order to sustain assets, make improvements and make changes that residents of the present and future will expect.
Examples of Community Improvements:   Communities have;  lengthened the timing at crosswalks, added benches in shopping areas, improved signage, increased accessibility to goods, services, supports and opportunities for inclusion and enrichment. Each community is going to have their own take on what is important to focus on when moving towards improvement planning. For more information on improvements that recognized Michigan Communities for a Lifetime have made after their assessment please review the results of a survey of these communities that OSA  completed in 2014 at this link: https://www.osapartner.net/pubsitedocs/FinalSurveyResultsRecognizedMichigan-CFL2.pdf
Application Review Process:  Applications are reviewed by the CFL Review panel. The panel will review applications four times a year and make recommendations for approval to the State Commission on Aging. Applications are accepted four times a year, by the following deadlines:  March 1st ,  June 1st , September 1st ,  December 1st.  

Recognition for Successful Applications: Those applications that are approved by the State Commission on Services to the Aging for recognition as a Community for a Lifetime receive: 

· a letter of recognition

· framed certificate(s) of recognition

· a Community for a Lifetime logo and window decals suitable for promotion/display  

· listing as a Community for a Lifetime on the OSA website

· a press release

    A public presentation of the award is optional at the request of the community  

Questions or Technical Assistance:
For questions or technical assistance, please contact Dan Doezema, OSA Lead Staff for Community for a Lifetime program, 231-929-2531  doezemad@michigan.gov
Application for Aging Friendly Community Recognition
Cover Sheet

	1. Applicant Name:      

	2. Community (Please define, e.g., county, city, village, township, neighborhood, and describe location as needed.)      

          

	3. Assessment Used (check all that apply)
	4. Assessments/Planning/Improvement Partners

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 AdvantAge           FORMCHECKBOX 
  Mich. Community       

                                       for a Lifetime
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Aging in Place      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Livable Communities             
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (specify)      
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Older adults (60+)            FORMCHECKBOX 
  Adults (age 21-59)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Youth (Under 21)              FORMCHECKBOX 
  Non-profit agencies
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 For-profit businesses       FORMCHECKBOX 
  government officials
Please attach a list of all partners in application.

	5. Did the partners reflect the geographic/cultural diversity of community, as defined above?     FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
   No

If not, please explain (attach additional sheets if necessary):      

	6. Specify the livability categories/domains addressed by this application.  (Check all that apply)

   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Walkability/bikeability                                                     FORMCHECKBOX 
   Housing Modification and Maintenance
   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Supportive Community Systems                                    FORMCHECKBOX 
   Transportation
   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Access to Health Care                                                    FORMCHECKBOX 
   Commerce
   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Safety and Security                                                         FORMCHECKBOX 
   Enrichment
   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Housing Availability and Affordability                              FORMCHECKBOX 
   Inclusion
   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other:                                                                         FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other:      

	7. Indicate the timeframe over which the community assessment activities took place.
       Date assessment started:            Date assessment completed:      
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
8. A Priorities/Action Plan as specified in “Application Required Elements” 3. A-D of the Program Description on page 2 
    is included with this application.     FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes (Required)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

9. A copy of a resolution, passed by the community’s governing body supporting the CFL process and the CFL  

    Leadership Team is included with this application.    FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes (Required)


	10. Signature
	Date         

	Telephone number (include area code)      
	E-mail      


Please submit your completed application cover sheet, assessment and any attachments electronically to Dan Doezema email:  doezemad@michigan.gov . A scanned pdf document signature page and any other related attachments are acceptable. If you are unable to send any supplemental documents electronically, please mail original and 3 copies to: 
Dan Doezema, Office of Services to the Aging, P.O. Box 30676, Lansing, MI 48909-8176.

Application Instructions
1. Applicant. The applicant’s name is the same as the community group’s name, e.g., “Gaylord Community for A Lifetime Leadership Team.” 

2. “Community” is self-defined to range from an entire county to a city, village, township or neighborhood.  Name the “community” you are submitting the application for and describe the location if needed to better identify its location. 
3. There are several national models for assessing a community’s assets for older residents.  Applicants may use sections or all of any of the models, as well as any new assessment questions developed by the applicant’s community, but applicant needs to specify the models used. Check those that apply.
4. All the models require partners to do the assessment and work on the improvement.  The application should include a full list of all partners and participants/public. Check all partner categories that apply.

5. The community assessment should reflect the population mix and cultural diversity of the community defined above. Surveying community members of all ages is encouraged, useful for validating the assessment responses and shaping action plans.
6. The various assessment models have somewhat different categories or domains. Applicants must specify which categories the assessment covers. The Michigan CFL Assessment covers all 10 categories/domains listed on the cover sheet.
7. Please indicate the date the assessment activities started and  were completed .  
8. Validate that the required Priorities/Action Plan detailed on Program Description Required Elements 3. A-D on page 2 has been completed and is submitted with the application by checking “yes”. Completion of the Michigan CFL Assessment Chapters 11 and 12 satisfies this requirement. 
9. Validate that a copy of the required resolution by community’s governing body supporting the CFL process and the CFL Leadership Team is included. 

10. The person to be contacted about the application should sign, date and provide contact information.

Tips of Note:
· When possible, responses to assessment questions should include some narrative descriptions of areas that need improving and mention of assets as well. Details help the CFL Review Panel members have a better understanding of your community to base their recommendations on and help your community develop a better action plan (Do not list all check marks or all “yes/no” findings).
· Applications are due to OSA by March 1, June 1, September 1 or December 1. 
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