
MDOT (05/16) 

MDOT Excess Property Request Process 
 
In order to purchase Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) owned property, you must submit the 
following information to the MDOT Contact below.  Failure to provide this information will result in your 
request being returned. 
 MDOT Excess Property Request Form (attached). 
 Documentation (recorded deed) that shows MDOT owns the property you are requesting. 
 MDOT Right-of-Way map sheet for the property you are requesting with the exact area highlighted and 

the dimensions noted.  MDOT Right- of-Way map sheets are located at 
http://mdotcf.state.mi.us/public/ROWFiles/ or call Jim Meister at (517) 373-4146 for assistance. 

 Additional supporting documentation, as applicable. 
 
Upon receipt of this information, MDOT will conduct a multi-disciplinary engineering/legal review to determine if 
the property can be sold.  If approved for sale, the following steps are necessary.  This entire process can 
take over a year to complete. 
 Prepare a legal description and sketch of the property. 
 Determine if the property will be sold via direct sale or auction (see below for additional sale 

information). 
 Complete an appraisal to determine market value of the property. 

 
Direct Sale (Private):  One of the following conditions must be met for private individuals interested in 
purchasing MDOT property.  The requestor must pay for the appraisal of the property. 
 The property is landlocked and has only one abutting owner. 
 The property is accessible and has only one abutting owner, but is undevelopable. 
 The property is landlocked or is undevelopable and has 2 or more abutting owners.  A notarized waiver 

of purchase is required from all abutting owners. 
 
Direct Sale (Public): State and local agencies may be interested in purchasing MDOT property for either a 
transportation purpose or public purpose. 
 Transportation purpose: 

 An appraisal is not required. 
 A permanent reverter is placed on the conveyance which states the property must be used for a 

transportation purpose or it will revert back to MDOT. 
 Public purpose: 

 An appraisal is required. 
 A 10-year reverter is place on the conveyance which states the property must be used for a public 

purpose for a 10-year period. 
 
Auction Sale:  If the requested property does not qualify for a direct sale, the property will be available for sale 
at public auction or sealed bid sale.   The highest bid, at or above the determined market value/minimum bid 
price, will be awarded the property. 
 
MDOT Contact: 
Teresa Vanis 
MDOT – Real Estate Section 
P.O. Box 30050 
Lansing, MI 48909 
vanist@michigan.gov 
(517) 373-4135 
 
Please visit the MDOT Excess Property website at www.michigan.gov/mdot-land for additional 
information. 
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MDOT Excess Property Request Form 
REQUESTOR INFORMATION 

NAME 

 

COMPANY 

 

ADDRESS 

 

CITY/STATE/ZIP 

 

PHONE 

 

EMAIL 

 

Are you the sole abutting owner?  

  Yes        No 

Is the property landlocked? 

  Yes        No 

Have you made a previous request for the property? 

  Yes        No    If yes, when?  

Have you previously spoken with someone at MDOT? 

  Yes        No    If yes, who?  

REQUESTED PROPERTY INFORMATION 
TYPE OF RELEASE 

  SALE 

  EXCHANGE 

 
  EASEMENT 

  RELINQUISHMENT OF EASEMENT 

 
  BREAK IN LIMITED ACCESS 

CONTROL SECTION 

 

PARCEL 

 

COUNTY 

 

TOWNSHIP/CITY 

 

ADDRESS 

 

NEAREST CROSS ROAD 

LOCATION 

 

DETAILED EXPLAINATION OF REQUEST 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SIGNATURE 
 

DATE 
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