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Office of Professional Preparation Services
Elementary Certification Program Definitions and Clarifications

The State Board of Education approved Certification Standards for the Preparation of Elementary Teachers in 2008.  These standards provide guidance to educator preparation institutions (EPI) as to the requirements of how these programs are to be structured. 
Option 1:
· This option is for candidates who seek general elementary training with a specialized focus in one or more core content areas.
· Candidates selecting this option:
· Select a major or two (2) minors from the following endorsement areas: integrated science, mathematics, social studies (major only), language arts, or reading.
· May take the MTTC in each content area, for the specific endorsement(s) desired.  
· Complete a planned program of at least 20 semester/credit hours that incorporates core content areas outside of the candidates’ major/minors, as well as health, physical education, and the arts. 
· Complete a professional education sequence of at least 20 semester/credit hours that shows alignment to the MI-InTASC standards and includes content-specific pedagogy and field placements across the K-8 grade range in multiple content areas, before student teaching.  
· Must pass the MTTC Professional Readiness Exam and the Elementary test.
Option 2:
· This option is for candidates who seek general elementary training with a pedagogical focus in meeting the needs of one or more special populations.
· Candidates selecting this option:
· Select a major or minor as applicable from the following endorsement areas: English as a Second Language, bilingual education, early childhood (general and special education), middle level, cognitive impairment, physical or other health impairment, emotional impairment, learning disabilities, hearing impairment, visual impairment, autism spectrum disorder, physical education for students with disabilities, or speech and language impairment. 
· May take the MTTC in the chosen area if endorsement is desired. 
· Complete a comprehensive core of at least 45 semester/credit hours that provides depth and balance across the content standards in: integrated science, mathematics, social studies, language arts, health, physical education, and the arts.
· Complete a professional education sequence of at least 20 semester/credit hours that shows alignment to the MI-InTASC standards and includes content-specific pedagogy and field placements across the K-8 grade range in multiple content areas, before student teaching.  
· Must pass the MTTC Professional Readiness Exam and the Elementary test.
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