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Question of the month

How have you connected brain research 

to your service-learning work?

Send your answers to Jeanine Yard at yardj@michigan.gov
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Coalition for Community Schools: Facts





Students are bored. Research shows that as many as 60% of all students are disengaged from learning. A study funded by the Gates Foundation, highlights disengagement as a key factor in the dropout rate. A new Coalition report makes the case that community-based learning addresses the problems of boredom and disengagement.  Community-based learning involves students in real-world problem solving that is relevant and meaningful as part of the curriculum, during and after school. This approach brings together a collection of teaching and learning strategies, including service learning, place-based education, environment-based education, civic education, work-based learning and academically based community service.


The survey says:


Ninety-five percent of students (ages thirteen to nineteen) said opportunities�for more real world learning would improve their school. 


Seventy-one percent said that it would improve their school a great deal.


Seventy percent of teachers strongly advocated emphasizing real world learning

















The Magic Bean Solution?


CASMAN Academy provides an alternative education to between 80 - 100 7-12th graders.  Many of our students come to us having been unsuccessful in learning, staying in school, advancing towards graduation.  Many are frustrated, lack motivation, and are generally disinterested in school.  One method our staff use to engage students is service – learning (SL).  Through experience and trial and error, we have some very solid regular projects and others that need work.  The strongest projects have many of the following characteristics; significant student roles and responsibilities, connections to the curriculum, hands-on components, of significant duration - students know it is part of their class, connections with people outside our school.  





Many of our students have felt disempowered and disengaged from their education.  SL is one method that encourages youth to take an active role in their learning.  Our teachers are encouraged to partner with students in developing projects.  The teacher may have the subject or theme planned, but students can introduce service project ideas that relate to it.  The teacher may give the context and student has some flexibility with which to create a project.  The teacher acts as guide and advisor.  SL projects can be a novel way to engage youth.  Many students dread tests.  SL can act as an assessment without the pressure or stigma of a traditional test.  SL can be a reliable assessment of students learning.  The planning that goes into a project may be very similar to research for a final paper.  Rather than writing the final paper though, students may implement their project.  


Perhaps one of the greatest benefits of SL to our students is the connection to people around them.  Our students have often felt ignored, disliked, and like failures especially in a school setting.  SL projects give them opportunities to share their knowledge and of themselves personally.  HS students tutor elementary students in math and reading.  Many of our HS students needed help themselves.  Now they are in a position to teach others.  What a great opportunity for learning, relationships, and building confidence.  We have "weak" readers volunteering to tutor kids because it's the right thing to do and they need help. 


 


While SL is not a magic bean solution, it is an attractive method of reaching hard-to-teach students.  It combines classroom and experiential learning. Students and teachers share responsibility for learning. Relationships are important. Students have ownership and a voice in their education. It can be exciting and hands-on.  SL is a valuable tool for educators to use.





Submitted by Matt Somsel, Social Worker, CASMAN Academy


To find out more about CASMAN”s programs contact Matt at � HYPERLINK "mailto:somsel@manistee.org" ��somsel@manistee.org�








Project Examples from CASMAN Academy





Project example; 10th graders test water quality at a local watershed.  They must collect data and present it in graph format comparing it to previous data not unlike a math problem on an exam.  The difference is that the data has meaning since the students put the probe in the water, collected the sample, recorded the information on a clip board, and will go back in a few months to get new information.  The hands-on nature of the assignment has more relevance than a worksheet.  





Project example; 9th grade math class mentors an elementary math class.  Our high school students must have mastery of the skills in order to teach them to younger learners.  And while these skills might be below their grade level, gaining mastery of them gives them confidence to move forward and advance their own skill level.











Service-Learning Resources


Pairing Special Needs Preschoolers with Older Alternative School Students


Author Debbie Myers, Greenbriar Elementary School


At Greenbriar Elementary in Anderson, Indiana, preschoolers with disabilities are paired with older alternative students who are encouraged to help them with varied activities. With supervision from school staff, RSVP volunteers, local church members, and community college and university students, this program has resulted in the dissolution of prejudice against those with disabilities and an increase in self-esteem in at-risk students as these dissimilar groups take part in school and community service-learning activities.


Available from � HYPERLINK "http://www.nationalserviceresources.org/epicenter/practices" ��www.nationalserviceresources.org/epicenter/practices�











To share information about service-learning topics or resources, please call the MCSC at 517.241.2553, 


Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:gilmant@michigan.gov" ��gilmant@michigan.gov� or write


 “Service-Learning Tool Kit,” Michigan Community Service Commission, 1048 Pierpont, Suite 4, Lansing, MI 48913








 


Grant Opportunities


Outdoor Classroom Grant Program for the Natural Sciences


http://www.lowes.com/lowes/lkn?action=pg&p=AboutLowes/outdoor/index.html 





Lowe's Charitable and Educational Foundation, International Paper and


National Geographic Explorer! Magazine have teamed up to create an outdoor classroom grant program whose focus is to engage students in hands-on natural science experiences and allow enrichment opportunities across the core curriculum.


Maximum Award: $2,000.





Awards for Innovative and Progressive Thinking in Education


http://www.ing-usa.com/us/stellent2/groups/dc/documents/companylobinformation/001143.pdf 





The ING Unsung Heroes awards program recognizes innovative and progressive thinking in education.


Maximum Award: $27,000.


Eligibility: full-time educators, teachers, principals, paraprofessionals, and classified staff members with projects that improve student learning at K-12 public or private schools.


Deadline: April 30, 2007.
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