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Service-Learning Partnership Development

As school districts establish Culminating Projects that require students to work with community agencies and organizations it is very important the community agencies are informed about the purpose and expectations of the projects. Schools and agencies also need to work together to: 

- Establish a common understanding of service-learning purpose and process 

- Establish mutually beneficial projects 

- Clarify roles, responsibilities and deadlines 

- Facilitate communication and request 

- Establish a means for ongoing professional development, renewal and celebration for all the partner.
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Relationship and Relevancy show big gains with Service Learning





The students in Williamston Community Schools are making the connection between literacy skills and service to others in ways that bring relevance to their learning and help them form relationships with others.  





In Jean Eddington-Shipman’s 12th grade English classes, students conduct original research and write scripts for plays about the women’s suffrage movement, using literary elements to present their story to Shelley Kranz’s 8th grade students.  Kranz’s student will take the information they learn and create vignettes to further the history and share with fellow middle school and elementary students.





In Sara Blossom de Ponce’s Spanish II classes, about 120 students have created bilingual board books for migrant children literacy programs to be distributed this summer.


The high school Spanish students make strong gains in their fluency while making connections with native speakers who need real world connections with other students and practice with English.  The result is an increase in skills, stronger relationships and a sense of making a difference for others in a meaningful way.





Kristine Grunwald


Williamston Community Schools














Service, Civic Action, and Culminating Projects





Many public schools actively embrace their civic mission by encouraging or requiring students to include service or civic action in their Culminating Projects.  What are culminating projects? The purpose of a culminating project is to help students develop or improve a skill or performance; design or create a product, service, system or event; and investigate a career to better prepare them for further studies or employment after high school. Students are encouraged to identify projects that match passions or interests, demonstrate stretches in their learning and connect to the community. 


“Students who have strong experiences, skills and social networks are providing amazing service and leadership in their communities. However, without adequate preparation and support, many students lack the social capital to develop substantive projects and simply call a community agency at the last minute to do anything to complete their “hours”. The service is marginal at best and the community resents being inundated by last minute requests. By accompanying rigorous standards with adequate preparation and support, the community project component of the Culminating Project enables students to more fully embrace their role as an active, participating citizen.” Excerpt from Developing Civically Rich Culminating Projects Developed by: Project Service Leadership Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.projectserviceleadership.org" ��www.projectserviceleadership.org� to view the full district planning guide.

















A day ON, not a day OFF





On January 15, 2007, as we celebrate the 21st anniversary of the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. federal holiday, Americans across the country will celebrate by honoring the life and work of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Hundreds of thousands of Americans will remember and memorialize Dr. King by participating in service projects in their communities. Together, they will honor King’s legacy of tolerance, peace, and equality by meeting community needs and making the holiday... For project tips, toolkits and to register your service project go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.mlkday.org" ��www.mlkday.org�.








“The combination of senior and culminating projects and service-learning offers communities an opportunity to help cultivate engaged community members and future leaders.”





Jeffery J. Miller


Education Commission of the States-National Center for Learning and Citizenship











High Impact Culminating Project Manuals: �Overview Brochure: � HYPERLINK "http://www.k12.wa.us/TitleVpartA/LearnServe/pubdocs/OverviewBrochure.pdf" �www.k12.wa.us/TitleVpartA/LearnServe/pubdocs/OverviewBrochure.pdf�


Diversity: � HYPERLINK "http://www.k12.wa.us/TitleVpartA/LearnServe/pubdocs/HighImpactDiversity.pdf" �www.k12.wa.us/TitleVpartA/LearnServe/pubdocs/HighImpactDiversity.pdf� 


Environment: � HYPERLINK "http://www.k12.wa.us/TitleVpartA/LearnServe/pubdocs/HighImpactEnviro.pdf" �www.k12.wa.us/TitleVpartA/LearnServe/pubdocs/HighImpactEnviro.pdf�


Social Justice: � HYPERLINK "http://www.k12.wa.us/TitleVpartA/LearnServe/pubdocs/HighImpactSocialjust.pdf" �www.k12.wa.us/TitleVpartA/LearnServe/pubdocs/HighImpactSocialjust.pdf�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.projectserviceleadership.org/HighImapact_Manual.pdf" �Youth Action and Advocacy�





For more information about these manuals contact: Larry Fletch – Service-Learning Northwest 360-750-7500 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:Larry.Fletch@esd112.org" ��Larry.Fletch@esd112.org�








To share information about service-learning topics or resources, please call the MCSC at 517.241.2553, 


Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:gilmant@michigan.gov" ��gilmant@michigan.gov� or write


 “Service-Learning Tool Kit,” Michigan Community Service Commission, 1048 Pierpont, Suite 4, Lansing, MI 48913








Entrepreneurial Enterprise


As a part of a culminating project could a student write a grant or raise money to fund a project or social entrepreneurial venture?


~Example


A team of seniors established a network between local businesses, corporations, high school students and other community members to refurbish five homes owned by elderly and disabled residents on “Make a Difference Day”. Their service extended well beyond the day as they raised funds to put in a new well for an elderly couple and spearheaded an effort to fill their new mobile home with furniture- a home anonymously donated because of the student’s efforts.  Excerpt from http://www.k12.wa.us/titlevparta/learnserve/CulminatingProjects/ServiceLearning.aspx 
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