2004 Michigan Center for the Book

Annual Report
Activities:

Affiliate Local Programming: 

We had a minimum of three Michigan Center for the Book events at each affiliate. Some affiliates had more activities. 

Ann Arbor Book Festival:

We attended the Literacy Symposium at the Ann Arbor Book Festival to bring information on library programs and Michigan literary heritage to area teachers and school personnel.

Literary Landmark:

We did our third literary landmark with the Friends of Theodore Roethke Foundation. The Landmark celebrated poet Theodore Roethke and commemorated his profound influence on American poetry. The dedication ceremony was September 29, 2004 at the Theodore Roethke House in Saginaw. 

National Book Festival:

We attended the 4th Annual National Book Festival in Washington, DC to promote Michigan's rich literary heritage nation-wide. The State Librarian and two Board members attended. We had materials donated by the Pistons, members of the Michigan Congressional delegation and the Public Library Association. We brought new materials on Michigan literature as well as older literary brochures and travel and tourism materials. 

Poetry in the Branches:

We arranged and funded the Poetry in the Branches workshop by Poets House at the 2004 Michigan Library Association conference as a way of encouraging more poetry programming throughout the state. The Michigan Humanities Council also provided additional funding through a grant.

Educational Opportunities:

We participated in the Michigan Association of Media in Education Conference and the 2004 Michigan Library Association conference.

We contacted the Michigan Reading Association and provided information for the members about our activities and resources.

Resources:

Author Visits at Your Library:

We are developing an author visit database that will allow Michigan libraries and literary groups to coordinate author events. It will include how to information and will be launched in early 2005. It can be viewed at http://www.michigan.gov/authorvisits
Michigan Authors &  Illustrators database:

We began training a new team of editors from the Michigan Association of Media in Education and are working on database improvements. 

Sponsorships:

Michigan Author Award:

We sponsored the Michigan Author Award and luncheon at the 2004 Michigan Library Association conference. The 2004 recipient was children’s author Patricia Polacco. Her most recent work is An Orange for Frankie.

Michigan Reads!

We sponsored MichiganReads!, a statewide one book program for preschool children to encourage emergent literacy. Barnyard Song by Rhonda Gowler Greene was the MichiganReads! book.

Phi Beta Mu: 

We sponsored the 2004 Phi Beta Mu lecture at the Wayne State University Library and Information Science program.

Administration:

The Bloomfield Township Public Library joined, while the Hamburg Township Public Library and the Novi Public Library Friends group resigned, giving the Center for the Book a total of 19 affiliates.

Two additional standing committees were created for nominations and finance, giving the Center for the Book four standing committees: Statewide Projects, Statewide Resources, Nominations, and Finance.

Michigan Center for the Book

Affiliate Activities – 2004

Brighton District Library

Literary Events:

Author David D. Nalto

Poet Christine Rhein

Spring/Book Fest (One Book/One Community Read of Thoreau’s Walden)

Author Daniel Minock

Adult summer reading program

Adult book discussion groups:

Cannery Row & Travels with Charley

Life of Pi

The Cloister Walk

My Mother's House and Sido

Off to the Side: A Memoir

The No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency
Life and Times of Michael K

Empire
Clinton-Macomb Public Library
“‘Misery made me a fiend’: Frankenstein, Violence and Social Reproduction,” with Oakland University professor Robert Anderson.  
Gothic Tradition in 19th Century American Literature with Oakland University professor Jeffrey Insko.
Michigan Reads! Author Visit with author Rhonda Gowler Greene.
One Book, One Community county-wide program with Second Hand by Michael Zadoorian. 
Grand Rapids Public Library

Bill Fehsenfeld: Selling Books in the Cyberage – Is  There a Future? Owner of Schuler Books & Music.

Linda Samuelson: It's All about the Neighborhoods. Author of Heart and Soul: the Story of Grand Rapids Neighborhoods. 

Betsy Vander Veen Rutz: The Art of the Hand-Crafted Book. Manager of Hollander's store in Ann Arbor.

Linda Nemic-Foster: Publish or Perish – Getting Your Poetry into Print. Grand Rapids Poet Laureate.

Chris Byron: Read Michigan- from the White Pine Forests to the Graveyards of the Great Lakes. Local History librarian with the Grand Rapids Public Library.

Jim Dana – Fighting Censorship in a Post 9/11 World. Executive director of the Great Lakes Booksellers.

Thomas Logan: Almost Lost: Building and Preserving Heritage Hill Grand  Rapids, Michigan. Local author, community planner and preservation activist.

Jack Perry Brown: The Book in the City Beautiful: Martin A. Ryerson, Daniel Burnham and 'Paris on the Prairie'. Director of Libraries at the Art Institute of Chicago.

Gordon Olson: The History of the Ryerson Library in Grand Rapids. City Historian Emeritus and author of the book, A Free Library for Everyone: the History of the Grand Rapids Public Library.

Conrad Bult: Collecting Children's Books for Over 30 Years. Retired reference librarian from Calvin College.

Sharon Rydzewski: Tales, Traditions and Recipes of the Holiday Season: a Sampling of Books for Christmas, Hanukkah and Kwanzaa. Reference librarian and selector of holiday titles.

Herrick District Library 

Anna Pavord, British author, gardening writer and author of the best-seller, The Tulip, did two during the 75th Tulip Time Festival in Holland.

Donald Davis, internationally known storyteller, did a series of presentations, performances and storytelling workshops for all ages.

David Boulton, a nationally known "learning ecologist,” activist, executive

director of Children of the Code, led a seminar focused on the process of learning and reading, recognition of obstacles and techniques for high achievement.

Madonna University Library

De-Stress Your Life!


 Speakers:  Paris M. Finner Williams, author of Marital Secrets:  Dating, Lies, 
 
 Communication and Sex and George Rapitis, author of The Healthy Pregnancy 
 
 Cookbook:  Eating Twice as Well for a Healthy Baby 

Hidden Poland

 Screening and Discussion of the Documentary film with the Producer, Dr. Rene 
 
 Lichtman
The Polish-Jewish Narrative: Contemporary Reflections


 Lecture and discussion with noted Polish theologian Dr. Stanislaw Obirek

Plymouth District Library

Children’s author Lisa Wheeler helped us celebrate Children’s Book Week by sharing her writing experiences with our younger patrons.

Author/illustrator Jane Irwin conducted a comics workshop as part of our Teen Summer Reading Program.

Friends annual meeting featured Liz Elling speaking on the environmental influences on Beatrix Potter and her beloved picture books.

Poet Jo Lee Dilbert Fitko read selections from her book, Evening Palette, as part of our Poetry Month activities.

Teen author Laurie Halse Anderson visited all five district middle schools in joint program with Canton Library.

University of Detroit Mercy professor of international finance, Professor Suk Hi Kim, led a discussion on the present political state of North Korea.  

Southfield Public Library

Dollars & Sense: Investments & Estate Planning with Rick Bloom

Local Author Book Fair - 9 Local Michigan authors gathered together to talk about their books 

An Evening with Frederick Douglass - Leroy Hyter talks about Mr. Douglas and re-enacts one of Douglass's speeches set to original music
West Bloomfield Township Public Library

“Everyone’s Reading…” the suburban Detroit Metro Net Book Club 2004 program featuring Charles Baxter’s Saul and Patsy, and West Bloomfield hosted three book discussions in the program.

“Talking About Books” workshops - Staff librarians discussed how to organize a group, moderate discussions and select appropriate titles.

Reading Between the Lines, monthly librarian-guided book discussion series. 

National Library Week was celebrated with three book-focused programs.  

Children’s author Lisa Wheeler.  

A special storytime featuring Barnyard Song by West Bloomfield author Rhonda Gowler Greene.

Jane Heller talked about her latest book, Best Enemies.

The first annual BOOKIE AWARDS.  Readers voted for their favorite books in a variety of light-hearted literary categories.  The program included a presentation by Beth Andersen of Ann Arbor District Library who shared her notorious “Messy List of Suggested Reads.”  

Nancy Pearl, author, NPR book reviewer and recently retired Director of the Center for the Book at the Seattle Public Library.

Art historian, Amy Frederick, presented an inside look at the art elements included in Dan Brown’s bestseller, The Da Vinci Code in her program “The Art Behind the Da Vinci Code”.  

Laura Lippman was the Library’s sponsored author for The Center Jewish Book Fair and discussed her latest, By a Spider’s Thread.

West Bloomfield author Anthony Yanik discussed his book The E-M-F Company: the story of automotive pioneers Barney Everitt, William Metzger, and Walter Flanders
