
RICK SNYDER 
GOVERNOR 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

LANSING 

KEITH CREAGH 
DIRECTOR 

Thank you for your request for information regarding the application process for the registration 
of privately-owned cervidae in Michigan. Cervidae means all members of the deer family, 
including, but not limited to, white-tailed deer, elk, moose, reindeer, caribou, fallow deer, sika 
deer, red deer, and mule deer. Purchasing cervidae for your facility should be done with careful 
consideration. If you need a list of cervidae breeders in the state of Michigan, please contact 
the Privately Owned Cervidae Program Coordinator at the number listed below. The 
Department also suggests that you contact the United Deer Farmers of Michigan to learn more 
about the Privately-Owned Cervidae industry in Michigan and the best management practices 
for starting and maintaining a facility. 

When acquiring Cervidae species, animal movement must be done in compliance with health 
testing requirements for privately-owned cervidae within Michigan. Michigan Department of 
Agriculture and Rural Development (MDARD) is responsible for all health testing regulations 
and compliance with Act 466 of 1988, the Anima/Industry Act and the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) Uniform Methods and Rules for Bovine Tuberculosis 
Eradication. For more information regarding health testing requirements, please note step 
number 5 of the application process listed on page 2 of this letter. 

Please find enclosed the following materials: 

I. Act 190 of 2000, the Privately-Owned Cervidae Producers Marketing Act 
2. Operational Standards for Registered Privately-Owned Cervidae Facilities, 

December 2005 
3. Privately-Owned Cervidae Facility Registration Application and Business Plan (form 

PR2606, revised 41312007) 
4. Privately-Owned Cervidae Facility Annual Herd Inventory Report (form PR2606-1, 

revised 12/05/2006) 
5. Privately-Owned Cervidae Facility Weekly Fence Inspection (form PR2606-2, revised 

12104/2006) 

If you wish to submit an application and business plan for a privately-owned cervidae facility, 
please read and be aware of the following steps: 

1. Read and understand items 1 through 5 above. If you have questions, please 
discuss them with a contact person listed on this letter. 

2. Complete the application in accordance with the instructions on the form (PR2606). 
Submit the application, fee, and all required attachments to the DNR Cashier's office, 
as instructed. 

3. The Cashier will cash your check or money order and validate your application for 
the amount submitted. The Cashier will then forward your application package to the 
Privately Owned Cervidae Program Coordinator, DNR, Wildlife Division. 
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4. The Privately Owned Cervidae Program Coordinator will review your application 
package to assure that all required information is included. If properly submitted, the 
Privately Owned Cervidae Program Coordinator will mail you a letter indicating that 
we have received your properly completed application. This letter will also detail 
further steps in the application process. If not properly submitted, your application. 
package will be returned to you requesting corrections. Allow 30 days to receive this 
response from the Privately Owned Cervidae Program Coordinator. 

5. The Privately Owned Cervidae Program Coordinator will forward a copy of your 
application package to the MDARD. MDARD will send you information pertaining to 
the health testing requirements and movement of cervidae within Michigan. Allow 45 
days from the date you submit your application to receive these materials. If you 
would like to review these materials prior to applying for a Registration, please 
contact Melanie Hart, MDARD, Animal Industry Division, P.O. Box 30017, Lansing, 
Ml 48909-7517, or telephone number 517-284-5679. 

6. The POC Program Coordinator will forward a copy of your application package to the 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ). The DEQ will evaluate your 
application for potential impacts on inland lakes, streams, wetlands, and/or flood 
plain areas. The DEQ will respond to you in writing regarding whether or not your 
facility may require DEQ permits. Please allow 45 days from the date you submit 
your application to receive this response from the DEQ. 

7. If your application indicates zoning other than agricultural, the POC Program 
Coordinator will forward a copy of your application package to your local unit of 
government for review regarding possible fencing ordinances. The POC Program 
Coordinator will allow 30 days for a response from the local unit of government. If 
this step is applicable to you, please allow 60 days from the date you submit your 
application to receive a response from the POC Program Coordinator. 

8. The POC Program Coordinator will forward a copy of your application package to 
your local DNR, Wildlife Division, wildlife biologist. The wildlife biologist will: 

a. Evaluate the proposed method of flushing free-ranging cervidae from the 
facility. 

b. Determine the method of verification that all free-ranging cervidae have been 
removed from the facility. Depending on the size of your facility and cover 
types within your facility, snow cover may be required to make this 
determination. 

c. Determine if the facility will place an unreasonable stress on wildlife habitat or 
migration corridors. 

9. If approved, the wildlife biologist will notify the POC Program Coordinator via email. 
The wildlife biologist will: 

a. Indicate that the proposed method of flushing free-ranging cervidae from the 
facility is acceptable. 

b. Indicate the method of verification that all free-ranging cervidae have been 
removed from the facility and whether or not snow cover may be required in 
order to make this determination. 

c. Indicate that the facility will not place an unreasonable stress on wildlife 
habitat or migration corridors. 



10. The POC Program Coordinator will send you a letter stating that if you are in 
compliance with DEQ land/water interface permitting regulations (and local fencing 
ordinances, if zoned other than agriculture), you may begin construction of your 
facility. Allow 60 days from the date you submit your application to receive this 
response from the POC Program Coordinator. 

11. Construct your enclosure. 

12. After construction is completed, you are required to send written notification to the 
POC Program Coordinator. This notification must document that: 

a. The pen is completed in accordance with required specifications. 
b. There are no cervidae species within the completed pen. 
c. You have complied with any DEQ requirements and any local fencing 

ordinances that may apply. 

13. The POC Program Coordinator will notify the local wildlife biologist via email that you 
are ready for an inspection of your completed facility. If snow cover is not required, 
allow 30 days after completing step 12 to receive this inspection. If snow is required, 
this inspection will be dependent on a fresh snowfall. 

14. The wildlife biologist will: 

a. Inspect your enclosure for proper construction specifications. 
b. Map the boundary of your enclosure using a Global Positioning System 

(GPS). 
c. If approved for building specifications, the wildlife biologist will inspect the pen 

to verify that there are no cervidae species within the enclosure. 

15. The wildlife biologist will notify the POC Program Coordinator via email regarding the 
findings of the inspection of your complete pen. 

16. If the inspection is approved, the POC Program Coordinator will issue you a 
Privately-Owned Cervidae Registration certificate. Allow 30 days after the 
completion of step 14. Only after receiving this Registration may you take 
possession of cervidae, and then only in accordance with requirements for health 
testing and movement of privately-owned cervidae within Michigan. These 
requirements are administered by the MDARD. **Contact MDARD in order to 
determine if the cervids you are buying are accredited and/or certified or if 
they have simply been tested for movement. 

Following is a list of program areas and contact people: 

Health testing requirements and movement of cervidae within Michigan: Contact 
Melanie Hart, MDARD, Animal Industry Division, P.O. Box 30017, Lansing, Ml 
48909-7517, osmanw@michigan.gov, telephone number 517-284-5679. 

Current regulations and the application process: Contact Ryan Sou lard, DNR, 
Wildlife Division, P.O. Box 30444, Lansing, Ml 48909-7944, SoulardR@michigan.gov, 
telephone number 517-284-6184. 

DEQ regulations: Contact Mr. Les Thomas, DEQ, Water Resources Division, P.O. Box 
30458, Lansing, Ml 48909-7958, thomasl@michigan.gov, telephone number 517-284-
5489. 



United Deer Farmers of Michigan: Contact Mr. Paul Eckert, President, 
plumbereckert@yahoo.com, telephone number 989-732-3550 (website: 
http://www.UDFOM.com). 

Thank you for your interest in the Privately-Owned Cervidae Registration Program. 

Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

Ryan Soulard 
POC Program Coordinator 
Wildlife Division 
517-284-6184 



PRIVATELY OWNED CERVIDAE PRODUCERS MARKETING ACT 
Act 190 of 2000 

AN ACT to define, develop, and regulate privately owned cervidae as an agricultural enterprise in this 
state; to provide power and duties of certain state agencies and departments; and to provide for certain 
penalties and remedies. 

History: 2000, Act 190, Eff. June I, 2001. 

The People of the State of Michigan enact: 

287.951 Short title. 
Sec. I. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "privately owned cervidae producers marketing 

act". 
History: 2000, Act 190, Eff. June I, 2001. 

Compiler's note: For transfer of certain powers and duties under the cervidae act from the department of agriculture, or its director, 
to the department of natural resources by type II transfer, see E.R.O. No. 2004-2, compiled at MCL 287.981. 

287.952 Definitions. 
Sec. 2. As used in this act: 
(a) "Business plan" means a written document of intent that a person submits to the department that defines 

the methods, protocols, or procedures that the person intends on implementing to be in compliance with this 
act. 

(b) "Biosecurity" means measures, actions, or precautions taken to prevent the transmission of disease in, 
among, or between free-ranging and privately owned cervidae species. 

(c) ''Cervidae livestock facility" means a privately owned cervidae livestock operation on privately 
controlled lands capable of holding cervidae species. 

(d) "Cervidae livestock operation" means an operation that contains 1 or more privately owned cervidae 
species involving the producing, growing, propagating, using, harvesting, transporting, exporting, importing, 
or marketing of cervidae species or cervidae products under an appropriate registration. 

(e) "Cervidae products" means any products, co-products, or by-products of cervidae, including antler, 
antler velvet, meat, or any part of the animal. 

(f) "Cervidae species" means members of the cervidae family including, but not limited to, deer, elk, 
moose, reindeer, and caribou. 

(g) "Department" means the Michigan department of natural resources. 
(h) "Director" means the director of the Michigan department of natural resources or his or her designee. 
(i) 11Farm" or "farm operation" means those terms as defined in the Michigan right to farm act, 1981 PA 93, 

MCL 286.471 to 286.474. 
(j) "Flush11 or ''flushed11 means to move or chase from a cervidae livestock facility. 
(k) 11 ldentify11 means any documentable system or process that allows a person to recognize as separate or 

different an individual animal. 
(f) 11Law enforcement officer" means a person appointed by the state or a local governmental unit who is 

responsible for the enforcement of the criminal laws of this state. 
(m) ''Owner" means the person who owns or is responsible for a cervidae livestock operation. 
(n) 11Person11 means an individual, corporation, limited liability corporation, partnership, association, joint 

venture, or other legal entity. 
( o) 11Release11 means to cause or allow an animal to become located outside the perimeter fence of a 

cervidae livestock facility not under the direct control of the owner. 
History: 2000, Act 190, Eff. June 1, 2001;-Am. 2006, Act 561, Imd. Eff. Dec. 29,2006. 

Compiler's note: For transfer of certain powers and duties under the cervidae act from the department of agriculture, or its director, 
to the department of natural resources by type II transfer, see E.R.O. No. 2004-2, compiled at MCL 287.981. 

287.953 Administration of act; conduct of activities. 
Sec. 3. (1) The department shall administer this act. The departments of agriculture and environmental 

quality shall provide consultation. 
(2) The department of agriculture may conduct activities designed to develop and assist the cervidae 

industry in the manner provided for by law. 
History: 2000, Act 190, Eff. June I, 2001;-Am. 2006, Act 561, Imd. Eff. Dec. 29,2006. 
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Compiler's note: For transfer of cenain powers and duties under the cervidae act from the depanment of agriculture, or its director, 
to the depanment of natural resources by type II transfer, see E.R.O. No. 2004-2, compiled at MCL 287.981. 

287.954 Cervidae livestock operation as agricultural enterprise. 
Sec. 4. (1) A cervidae livestock operation is an agricultural enterprise and is considered to be part of the 

farming and agricultural industry of this state. The director of the department of agriculture shall assure that 
cervidae livestock operations are afforded all rights, privileges, opportunities, and responsibilities of other 
agricultural enterprises. 

(2) Cervidae livestock operations are ·a form of agriculture. Cervidae livestock facilities and their 
equipment are considered to be agricultural facilities and equipment. Uses related to the farming of cervidae 
are considered agricultural uses. 

(3) Cervidae products and cervidae species lawfully produced, purchased, possessed, or acquired from 
within this state or imported into this state are the exclusive and private property of the owner. 

(4) An owner harvesting privately owned cervidae species from a registered cervidae livestock facility is 
exempt from possession limits and closed seasons involving cervidae imposed in parts 401, 411, and 427 of 
the natural resources and environmental protection act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.40101 to 324.40120, 
324.41101 to 324.41105, and 324.42701 to 324.42714. This act does not give a cervidae livestock operation 
authority to take free-ranging animals in violation of the natural resources and environmental protection act, 
1994 PA 451, MCL 324.101 to 324.90106, unless under a permit issued by the department. 

(5) Any movement, importing, or exporting of cervidae species or cervidae products shall be in compliance 
with the animal industry act, 1988 PA 466, MCL 287.701 to 287.745. 

History: 2000, Act 190, Eff. June I, 2001;-Am. 2006, Act 561, Imd. Eff. Dec. 29,2006. 

Compiler's note: For transfer of certain powers and duties under the cervidae act from the department of agriculture, or its director, 
to the department of natural resources by type II transfer, see E.R.O. No. 2004-2, compiled at MCL 287.981. 

287.955 Cervidae livestock operation; registration; records; compliance with facility 
standards. 
Sec. 5. (1) A person shall not possess cervidae or engage in a cervidae livestock operation unless he or she 

obtains from the department a cervidae livestock facility registration or unless otherwise exempt by rule or 
law. If the activity in which the cervidae livestock facility is engaged is required to be regulated under any 
other act, registration under this act does not exempt the person or cervidae livestock facility from 
requirements imposed under any local, state, or federal regulation. Zoos accredited under the American 
zoological association or other accreditations or standards determined appropriate by and acceptable to the 
department are exempt from this act. 

(2) A person registered under this act shall keep and maintain records of production, purchases, or imports 
in order to establish proof of ownership and shall keep any other records required under standards 
incorporated by reference under section 6. A person transporting cervidae species shall produce 
documentation that contains the origin of shipment, registration or permit copies or documentation, 
documentation demonstrating shipping destination, and any other proof that may be required under the animal 
industry act, 1988 PA 466, MCL 287.701 to 287.745, upon demand of the director or a law enforcement 
officer. 

(3) Until July 1, 2008, a cervidae livestock facility registered prior to the effective date of the amendatory 
act that added this subsection must comply with the facility standards contained in "Operational Standards for 
Registered Privately Owned Cervid Facilities11

, published by the Michigan department of agriculture, (May 
2000). A cervidae livestock facility in existence on or before the effective date of the amendatory act that 
added this subsection shall be in compliance with the facility standards by July 1, 2008, which are contained 
in 11 0perational Standards for Registered Privately Owned Cervidae Facilities11 published by the Michigan 
department of natural resources, (revised December 2005), adopted by the Michigan commission of 
agriculture on January 9, 2006, and adopted by the natural resources commission on January 12, 2006, and are 
incorporated by reference. 

History: 2000, Act 190, Eff. June l, 2001;-Am. 2006, Act 561, Imd. Eff. Dec. 29,2006. 

Compiler's note: For transfer of certain powers and duties under the cervidae act from the department of agriculture, or its director, 
to the department of natural resources by type II transfer, see E.R.O. No. 2004-2, compiled at MCL 287.981. 

287.956 Application; fee; standards; business plan; forwarding copies of application; notice 
to local governmental units; issuance; renewal; determination of completed application; 
denial; review; "completed application" defined. 
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Sec. 6. (l) The initial application to construct a cervidae livestock facility shall be accompanied by the 
application fee described in section 8. The department shall approve, deny, or propose a modification to the 
completed application within 60 days. The department shall utilize the standards contained in "Operational 
Standards for Registered Privately Owned Cervidae Facilities", published by the Michigan department of 
natural resources, (revised December 2005), adopted by the Michigan commission of agriculture on January 
9, 2006, and adopted by the natural resources commission on January 12, 2006, and incorporated by 
reference, to evaluate the issuance, construction, maintenance, administration, and renewal of a registration 
issued under this act. The department after consultation with the department of agriculture and with 
concurrence of the commissions of natural resources and agriculture may, by amendment of this act, amend or 
update the standards adopted in this subsection. Before issuing any registration under this act, the director 
shall verifY, through written confirmation, both of the following: 

(a) The department has approved the method used to flush any free-ranging cervidae species from the 
facility, if applicable, and all free-ranging cervidae species have actually been flushed. 

(b) The department has determined that the size and location of the facility will not place unreasonable 
stress on wildlife habitat or migration corridors. 

(2) As part of the initial application or the application to modifY a cervidae livestock facility, the applicant 
for registration shall submit a business plan complying with the standards established under this section that 
includes all of the following: 

(a) The complete address of the proposed cervidae livestock facility and the size of, the location of, and a 
legal description of the lands on which the cervidae livestock operation will be conducted. 

(b) The number of each cervidae species included in the proposed facility. 
(c) Biosecurity measures to be utilized, including, but not limited to, methods of fencing and appropriate 

animal identification. 
(d) The proposed method of flushing wild cervidae species from the enclosure, if applicable. 
(e) A record-keeping system in compliance with this act and the operational standards incorporated by 

reference in subsection (1). 
(f) The method of verification that all free-ranging cervidae species have been removed. 
(g) The current zoning of the property proposed as a cervidae livestock facility and whether the local unit 

or units of government within which the cervidae livestock facility will be located has an ordinance regarding 
fences. 

(h) A disease herd plan in compliance with the operational standards incorporated by reference in 
subsection (1) to be approved by the state veterinarian under the animal industry act, 1988 PA 466, MCL 
287.701 to 287.745. 

(i) Any other information considered necessary by the department. 
(3) Upon receipt of an application, the director shall forward 1 copy each to the departments of agriculture 

and environmental quality. Upon receipt of an application, the department shall send a written notice to the 
local unit or units of government within which the proposed cervidae livestock facility will be located unless 
the department determines, from information provided in the application, that the local unit of government has 
a zoning ordinance under which the land is zoned agricultural. The local unit or units of government may 
respond, within 30 days of receipt of the written notice, indicating whether the applicant's cervidae livestock 
facility would be in violation of any ordinance. 

(4) The department shall not issue an initial cervidae livestock facility registration or modification unless 
the application demonstrates all of the following: 

(a) The cervidae livestock facility has been inspected by the director and he or she has determined that the 
cervidae livestock facility meets the standards and requirements prescribed by and adopted under this act, 
complies with the business plan submitted to the department, and determines that there are barriers in place to 
prevent the escape of cervidae species and prevent the entry of wild cervidae species. A renewal or initial 
applicant must provide a perimeter fence in compliance with the operational standards incorporated by 
reference under subsection (l ). 

(b) The method for individual animal identification complies with the standards incorporated by reference 
under this section. 

(c) The applicant has all necessary permits that are required under part 31 regarding water resources 
protection, part 301 regarding inland lakes and streams, and part 303 regarding wetland protection of the 
natural resources and environmental protection act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.3101 to 324.3133,324.30101 to 
324.30113, and 324.30301 to 324.30323, and any other permits or authorizations that may be required by law. 

(5) Beginning the effective date of the amendatory act that added this subsection, the department shall 
issue an initial registration or modification registration allowing an expansion of an existing facility not later 
than 120 days after the applicant files a completed application. Renewal applications shall be issued not later 
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than 60 days after the applicant files a completed application. Receipt of the application is considered the date 
the application is received by the department. If the application is considered incomplete by the department, 
the department shall notify the applicant in writing, or make the information electronically available, within 
30 days after receipt of the incomplete application, describing the deficiency and requesting the additional 
information. The determination of the completeness of an application does not operate as an approval of the 
application for the registration and does not confer eligibility upon an applicant determined otherwise 
ineligible for issuance of a registration. The 120-day period is tolled under any of the following 
circumstances: 

(a) Notice sent by the department of a deficiency in the application until the date all of the requested 
information is received by the department. 

(b) The time period during which required actions are completed that include, but are not limited to, 
completion of construction or renovation of the facility; mandated reinspections if by the department; other 
inspections if required by any state, local, or federal agency; approval by the legislative body of a local unit of 
government; or other actions mandated by this act or as othexwise mandated by law or local ordinance. 

(6) If the department fails to issue or deny a registration within the time required by this subsection, the 
department shall return the registration fee and shall reduce the registration fee for the applicant's next 
renewal application, if any, by 15%. The failure to issue a registration within the time required under this 
section does not allow the department to otheiWise delay the processing of the application, and that 
application, upon completion, shall be placed in sequence with other completed applications received at that 
same time. The department shall not discriminate against an applicant in the processing of the application 
based upon the fact that the registration fee was refunded or discounted under this subsection. 

(7) Upon receipt of a denial under this section and without filing a second application, the applicant may 
request in writing and, if requested, the department shall provide an informal review of the application. The 
review shall include the applicant, the department, and the departments of agriculture and environmental 
quality, if applicable. After the informal review, if the director determines that the proposed cervidae 
livestock facility or cervidae livestock operation complies with the requirements of this act, the director shall 
issue a registration within 30 days after the applicant notifies the department of completion of the facility. 
After the informal review, if the director determines that the proposed cervidae livestock facility or cervidae 
livestock operation does not comply with the requirements of this act, the director shall affirm the denial of 
the application in writing and specify the deficiencies needed to be addressed or corrected in order for a 
registration to be issued. The applicant may waive the informal review of the application. 

(8) As used in this subsection, "completed application" means an application complete on its face and 
submitted with any applicable registration fees as well as any other information, records, approval, security, 
or similar item required by law or rule from a local unit of government, a federal agency, or a private entity 
but not from another department or agency of the state of Michigan. 

History: 2000, Act 190, Eff. June 1, 2001;-Am. 2006, Act 561, Imd. Eff. Dec. 29,2006. 

Compiler's note: For tmnsfer of certain powers and duties under the cervidae act from the department of agriculture, or its director, 
to the department of natural resources by type II transfer, see E.R.O. No. 2004-2, compiled at MCL 287.981. 

287.957 Completion of facility construction; notice; inspection; issuance of registration; 
determination of noncompliance; notice of registration denial; request for second 
inspection; review upon second denial; hearing; return of registration fee. 
Sec. 7. (I) At the time the construction of the cervidae livestock facility is completed, the applicant shall 

notify the department in writing. That written notice shall certify that, to the best of the applicant's 
knowledge, the cervidae livestock facility has been constructed in compliance with the requirements of this 
act and in compliance with the standards for cervidae livestock facilities. Within 30 days after notification of 
the completion of the cervidae livestock facility, the director shall inspect the cervidae livestock facility. If the 
director determines that the proposed cervidae livestock facility conforms to standards prescribed by and 
adopted under this act, the director shall issue a registration within 30 days after completion of an inspection 
finding that the cervidae livestock facility conforms to this act. The time periods described in this subsection 
may be extended by the department only if the department is unable to verify the removal of wild cervidae 
species, for an act of God, or in accordance with section 6(5)(a) or (b). 

(2) If the director determines that a proposed cervidae livestock facility does not comply with the 
requirements of this act, the director shall deny the application for registration. The department shall notify in 
writing an applicant of the reasons for a registration denial within 60 days after receipt of the completed 
application. The notice shall specify in writing the deficiencies to be corrected in order for a registration to be 
issued. 

(3) Without filing a second application under this section, an applicant may request a second inspection 
Rendered Wednesday, February 21, 2007 Page 4 Michigan Compiled laws Complete Through PA 682 of 2006 

© Legislative Council, State of Michigan Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov 



after the specified deficiencies have been corrected. The department is not required to make more than 2 
preregistration inspections of the same proposed cervidae livestock facility per application. 

( 4) Upon receipt of a second denial under this section and without filing a second application, the applicant 
may request in writing and, if requested, the department shall provide an informal review of the application. 
The review shall include the applicant, the department, and the departments of agriculture and environmental 
quality, if applicable. After the informal review, if the director determines that the proposed cervidae 
livestock facility complies with the requirements of this act, the director shall issue a registration within 30 
days after the informal review. After the informal review, if the director determines that the proposed facility 
does not comply with the requirements of this act, the director shall affirm the denial of the application in 
writing and specify the deficiencies needed to be addressed or corrected in order for a registration to be 
issued. The applicant may waive the informal review of the application. 

(5) The applicant may request a hearing pursuant to the administrative procedures act of 1969, 1969 PA 
306, MCL 24.20 l to 24.328, on a denial of a registration or upon any limitations placed upon the issuance of 
a registration. 

(6) The department shall not return a registration fee or a portion of a registration fee to an applicant if a 
registration is denied. 

History: 2000, Act 190, Eff. June I, 200 I ;-Am. 2006, Act 561, Imd. Eff. Dec. 29, 2006. 

Compiler's note: For transfer of certain powers and duties under the cervidae act from the department of agriculture, or its director, 
to the department of natural resources by type II transfer, see E.R.O. No. 2004~2, compiled at MCL 287.981. 

287.958 Registration; duration; information; fees; renewal. 
Sec. 8. ( 1) A registration issued by the department is issued for 3 years and shall contain the following 

information: 
(a) The registration number, class, date of issuance, and expiration date. 
(b) The cervidae species involved in the cervidae livestock facility. 
(c) The complete name, business name, business address, and telephone number of the cervidae livestock 

facility registration holder. 
(d) The complete address of the cervidae livestock facility location, including the county, township, and 

section, and shall also include the size of the facility. 
(e) The complete name, address, and telephone number of the department of natural resources contact 

person regarding cervidae livestock operations. 
(f) Any other information provided in the application. 
(2) The department shall issue to a person meeting the requirements of this act a registration to operate a 

cervidae livestock facility. The department may provide limited registration classes. Beginning the effective 
date of the amendatory act that added this sentence, the department shall not issue an initial registration for a 
class I (hobby) but may renew the registration of any class I (hobby) that is in existence on the effective date 
of that amendatory act. 

(3) The department shall charge a nonrefundable application fee of $250.00 for an initial application and 
the following initial inspection fees: 

(a) For facilities containing 40 acres or less .. 
(b) For facilities greater than 40 acres ....... . 

$ 
s 

250.00. 
500.00. 

( 4) The fee for a second inspection of a cervidae livestock facility conducted under section 7(3) is $100.00. 
(5) The department shall charge the following fees for initial and renewal applications for cervidae 

facilities: 

(a) Class I (hobby) renewal... ......... . 
(b) Class II (exhibition) .............. . 
(c) Class III (ranch) .................. . 
(d) Full registration .................. . 

$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 

450.00. 
450.00. 
750.00. 
750.00. 

(6) Application for renewal of a registration shall be submitted not later than 60 days before expiration of 
the current registration. Each renewal registration shall be issued for a period of 3 years from the expiration 
date of the previous registration. 

(7) Failure of the department to process a renewal application that was submitted in a timely and complete 
manner operates to extend the current registration until such time as the department completes the processing. 

(8) Unless otherwise indicated in writing by the department at the time the department sends a registered 
facility its renewal application, there is a presumption that the department shall renew the registration upon 
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timely submission of the completed renewal application and registration fee. 
History: 2000, Act 190, Eff. June 1, 200 I ;-Am. 2006, Act 561, Imd. Eff. Dec. 29, 2006. 

Compiler's note: For transfer of certain powers and duties under the cervidae act from the department of agriculture, or its director, 
to the department of natural resources by type II transfer, see E.R.O. No. 2004-2, compiled at MCL 287.981. 

287.959 Registration; modification; application; decommission. 
Sec. 9. (!)A registered cervidae livestock facility shall apply for a modification of the cervidae livestock 

facility registration if any changes to the information on the registration have occurred or will occur. Except 
for registrations approved under subsection (2)(a), expiration dates shall not change for approved 
modifications. 

(2) A completed modification application shall be submitted and approved by the department before any of 
the following changes occur: 

(a) A change in registration class. 
(b) A modification to the size of a cervidae livestock facility. 
(3) A modification application submitted under subsection (2)(a) shall include the appropriate fee for the 

new class. If approved by the department, the registration expires 3 years from the new date of issuance. 
( 4) A modification application submitted under subsection (2)(b) shall include the submission of a 

modification application fee of S 100.00. · 
(5) A modification application shall be submitted within 30 days after any of the following changes have 

occurred: 
(a) A change to the complete name, business name, business address, or telephone number of the current 

cervidae livestock facility registration holder. 
(b) A change to the complete address of the cervidae livestock facility location. 
(c) A sale or transfer of ownership of a cervidae livestock facility. The modification application shall 

include a written statement signed by the new and previous owner verifying the sale or transfer of ownership. 
(d) The introduction of new species into a cervidae livestock facility. 
(6) A registrant may request decommissioning of a cervidae livestock facility. The decommissioning of a 

cervidae livestock facility shall be in compliance with the operational standards incorporated by reference 
under section 6( 1) and upon approval by the department, unless there is a risk to the environment and to the 
health of other free-ranging animals in the area in the removal of fencing and other barriers. 

History: 2000, Act 190, Eff. June l, 2001;-Am. 2006, Act 561, Imd. Eff. Dec. 29,2006. 

Compiler's note: For transfer of certain powers and duties under the cervidae act from the department of agriculture, or its director, 
to the department of natural resources by type II transfer, see E.R.O. No. 2004-2, compiled at MCL 287.981. 

287.960 Memorandum of understanding with department of agriculture. 
Sec. 10. The director shall enter into a memorandum of understanding with the department of agriculture 

for approving disease herd plans and determining compliance by persons engaged in cervidae livestock 
operations, applicants, and registered cervidae livestock facilities with this act and investigation of violations 
of this act. 

History: 2000, Act 190, Eff. June I, 2001 ;-Am. 2006, Act 561, lmd. Eff. Dec. 29, 2006. 

Compiler's note: For transfer of certain powers and duties under the cervidae act from the department of agriculture, or its director, 
to the department of natural resources by type II transfer, see E.R.O. No. 2004-2, compiled at MCL 287.981. 

287.961 Killing cervidae species; permit; reimbursement. 
Sec. 11. After flushing cervidae species in an approved manner, any cervidae species remaining in the 

cervidae livestock facility must be killed by or under the authority of the registrant pursuant to an appropriate 
permit issued by the department. A person shall reimburse the state of Michigan $250.00 per individual cervid 
that must be killed under the appropriately issued permit to meet the requirements of this section. 

History: 2000, Act 190, Eff. June I, 200 I ;-Am. 2006, Act 561, Imd. Eff. Dec. 29, 2006. 

Compiler's note: For transfer of certain powers and duties under the cervidal! act from the department of agriculture, or its director, 
to the department of narural resources by type II transfer, see E.R.O. No. 2004-2, compiled at MCL 287.981. 

287.962 Inspection of facility by department. 
Sec. 12. (1) The department or its duly authorized agent shall have access at all reasonable hours to any 

cervidae livestock facility to inspect and to determine if this act is being violated and to secure samples or 
specimens of any cervidae species. An inspection shall be conducted under practices designed not to 
jeopardize the health of the cervidae species. 

Rendered Wednesday, February 21, 2007 

© Legislative Council, State of Michigan 

PageS Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 682 of 2006 

Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov 



(2) The director may periodically inspect a registered cervidae livestock facility for confirmation that there 
are in place procedures or barriers designed to prevent the escape of cervidae species, for confirmation that all 
specimens are accounted for, and for confirmation of compliance with other requirements as set forth in this 
act or as required by law. 

History: 2000, Act 190, Eff. June l, 2001. 

Compiler's note: For transfer of certain powers and duties under the cervidae act from the department of agriculture, or its director, 
to the department ofnatuml resources by type II transfer, see E.R.O. No. 2004~2, compiled at MCL 287.981. 

287.963 Prohibited conduct. 
Sec. 13. A person shall not knowingly provide false information in a matter pertaining to this act and shall 

not resist, impede, or hinder the director in the discharge of his or her duties under this act. 
History: 2000, Act 190, Eff. June 1, 200 I. 

Compiler's note: For transfer of certain powers and duties under the cervidae act from the department of agriculture, or its director, 
to the department of natural resources by type II transfer, see E.R.O. No. 2004~2, compiled at MCL 287.981. 

287.964 Noncompliance with act, standards, or orders; denial, suspension, or revocation of 
registration; determination of unreasonable or adverse effect; hearing. 
Sec. 14. (I) After an opportunity for an administrative hearing, the department may deny, suspend, revoke, 

or limit a registration if the applicant or registrant fails to comply with this act, standards adopted or 
established under this act, or orders issued by the director as a result of an administrative action or informal 
departmental review conducted under this act. 

(2) In addition to the provisions contained in subsection (1), the department may deny the issuance of a 
registration, modification, or an application for decommission or may suspend or revoke a registration if the 
department, in consultation with the department of agriculture or the department of environmental quality, or 
both, detem1ines that based upon substantial scientific evidence, the issuance of a registration or approval of 
decommission will cause, or is likely to cause, an unreasonable or adverse effect upon the environment or 
upon wildlife which cannot be remedied by, or is not addressed by, the existing standards under this act. 

(3) Except in the case of an informal departmental review, the department shall conduct an administrative 
proceeding under this act pursuant to the administrative procedures act of 1969, 1969 PA 306, MCL 24.201 to 
24.328. 

History: 2000, Act 190, Eff. June I, 2001;-Am. 2006, Act 561, lmd. Eff. Dec. 29,2006. 

Compiler's note: For transfer of certain powers and duties under the cervidae act from the department of a!:,>riculture, or its director, 
to the department of natural resources by type II transfer, see E.R.O. No. 2004~2, compiled at MCL 287.981. 

287.965 Repealed. 2006, Act 561, lmd. Eff. Dec. 29, 2006. 
Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to rnles. 

287.966 Violation as misdemeanor; penalty. 
Sec. 16. Except as otherwise provided in section 17, a person who violates this act or the operational 

standards incorporated by reference under this act is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not less 
than $300.00 or more than $1,000.00 or imprisonment for not less than 30 days or more than 90 days, or both. 

History: 2000, Act 190, Eff. June I, 200 I ;-Am. 2006, Act 561, lmd. Eff. Dec. 29, 2006. 

Compiler's note: For transfer of certain powers and duties under the cervidae act from the department of agriculture, or its director, 
to the department of natural resources by type II transfer, sec E.R.O. No. 2004~2, compiled at MCL 287.981. 

287.967 Prohibited conduct; violation; penalty. 
Sec. 17. (1) A person shall not release or allow the release of any cervidae species from a cervidae 

livestock facility. This section does not prohibit the sale, breeding, marketing, exhibition, or other approved 
uses of cervidae species in the manner provided for by law. An animal that escapes from a facility is 
considered to be public property if the operator of a cervidae livestock facility does not notify the department 
in compliance With the standards established under this act. 

(2) An owner shall not abandon a registered cervidae livestock facility without first notifying the 
department and the Michigan department of agriculture in compliance with the standards established under 
this act. 

(3) A person shall not intentionally or knowingly do either or both of the following: 
(a) Cause the ingress of free-ranging cervidae species into a registered cervidae livestock facility. 
(b) Release or allow the release of any cervidae species from a cervidae livestock facility. 
(4) A person violating subsection (I) is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not more than 

S300.00 or imprisonment of not more than 90 days, or both, for a first offense and is guilty of a misdemeanor 
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punishable by a fine of not more than $1,000.00, or imprisonment for not more than I year, or both, for a 
second or subsequent offense. 

(5) A person intentionally or knowingly violating subsection (3) or violating subsection (2) is guilty of a 
felony. 

History: 2000, Act 190, Eff. June I, 2001;-Am. 2006, Act 561, Imd. Eff. Dec. 29,2006. 

Compiler's note: For transfer of certain powers and duties under the cervidae act from the department of agriculture, or its director, 
to the department of natural resources by type II transfer, see E.R.O. No. 2004-2, compiled at MCL 287.98l. 

287.968 Conviction; costs and attorney fees; findings of violations; remedies. 
Sec. 18. (1) A court may allow the department to recover reasonable costs and attorney fees incurred in a 

prosecution resulting in a conviction for a violation of section 16 or 17. 
(2) The director, upon finding that a person has violated any provisions of this act or an order issued by the 

director as a result of an informal or administrative hearing may do any of the following: 
(a) Issue a warning. 
(b) Impose an administrative fine of not more than $1 ,000.00, plus the costs of investigation, for each 

violation after notice and an opportunity for a hearing. A person aggrieved by an administrative fine issued 
under this section may request a hearing pursuant to the administrative procedures act of 1969, 1969 PA 306, 
MCL 24.20 I to 24.328. 

(c) Issue an appearance ticket as described and authorized by sections 9a to 9g of chapter 4 of the code of 
criminal procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL 764.9a to 764.9g. 

(3) The director shall advise the attorney general of the failure of any person to pay an administrative fine 
imposed under this section. The attorney general shall bring a civil action in a court of competent jurisdiction 
to recover the fine. Civil penalties collected shall be paid to the general fund. 

(4) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this act, the director may bring an action to do either or both of 
the following: 

(a) Obtain a declaratory judgment that a method, activity, or practice is a violation of this act. 
(b) Obtain an injunction against a person who is engaging in a method, activity, or practice that violates 

this act. 
(5) The remedies under this act are cumulative and use of 1 remedy does not bar the use of another unless 

otherwise prohibited by law. 
History: 2000, Act 190, Eff. June I, 2001;-Am. 2006, Act 561, Imd. Eff. Dec. 29,2006. 

Compiler's note: For tnmsfer of certain powers and duties under the cervidae act from the department of agriculture, or its director, 
to the department of natural resources by type II transfer, see E.R.O. No. 2004-2, compiled at MCL 287.981. 

287.969 Effective date. 
Sec. 19. This act takes effect June I, 2001. 
History: 2000, Act 190, Eff. June I, 2001. 

Compiler's note: For uansfer of certain powers and duties under the cervidae act from the department of agriculture, or its director, 
to the department of natural resources by type II transfer, see E.R.O. No. 2004-2, compiled at MCL 287.981. 
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OPERATIONAL STANDARDS FOR 
REGISTERED PRIVATELY OWNED 
CERVIDAE FACILITIES 
Revised December, 2005 
Adopted by the Michigan Commission of Agriculture, January 9, 2006 
Adopted by the Natural Resources Commission, January 12, 2006 

REGISTRATION GUIDELINES 
The Director of the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) may grant 
registration for privately owned cervidae facilities. Limited registrations may provide for 
modified record-keeping or individual cervidae identification requirements, fee 
requirements, and limitations on movements of cervidae or cervidae products. The 
following are current registration classes: 

I. Registration CLASS I (Hobby) 
-must meet all requirements ofPA 190 of2000, as amended, for record-keeping and 
individual cervidae identification. 
-prior MDA approval is required for addition of cervidae to the herd, other than through 
natural reproduction. 
-no live privately owned cervidae are allowed to be removed from the herd. 
-no new Class I registration will be issued after the effective date of amendments to Act 
190 

2. Registration CLASS II (Exhibition) 
-must meet all requirements ofPA 190 of 2000, as amended, for record-keeping and 
individual cervidae identification. 
-prior MDA approval is required for addition or movement of cervidae to or from the 
herd, other than through natural reproduction. 
-live privately owned cervidae are allowed to be moved from the herd for a period not to 
exceed 60 consecutive days without approval of the department, and can have no direct 
physical contact with any other livestock during that time. 

3. Registration CLASS III (Ranch) 
-exempt from record keeping requirements of PA 190 of2000, as amended, for cervidae 
added to the herd through natural reproduction. 
-exempt from individual cervidae identification requirements of P A 190 of 2000, as 
amended, for cervidae added to the herd through natural reproduction. Class Ill facilities 
that cannot tag cervidae added to the herd through natural reproduction must submit a 
disease testing plan to be jointly approved by the MDA and MDNR. Additionally, 



double gating in perimeter fence, or MDNR approved method to assure automatic closure 
of perimeter gates, is required. 
-no live privately owned cervidae are to be removed from the herd. 
-individual cervidae identification and record keeping requirements will apply to any 
cervidae added to the herd through any method other than natural reproduction. 
-records must be kept including date, gender, and age for any cervidae which are 
removed from the herd. 
-records must be kept including name and address of the destination of any cervidae 
products removed from the herd. 

4. FULL REGISTRATION 
-must meet all requirements of PA I 90 of 2000, as amended. 

The MDNR may approve a change in registration classification upon receipt of a 
modified and completed application and fee. A registered cervidae livestock facility shall 
apply for a modification of the cervidae livestock facility registration before any change 
in the registration class of activities for which the registration is issued. 

FACILITY STANDARDS 
All registered privately owned cervidae facilities must have continuous perimeter fencing 
and perimeter gates constructed of woven wire or other material if deemed appropriate by 
the MDNR to meet or exceed the standard of continuous woven wire for the entire 
vertical height, and be constructed and maintained in a condition as specified in these 
standards. 

NEW CONSTRUCTION 
The industry standard wire is referred to as fixed-knot 20-96-6-12.5 and is required for 
the lower 8 feet in new construction. All new construction shall utilize at least I 0 foot 
continuous or 8 foot and 2 foot top panel vertical woven wire or structurally stronger 
material securely connected at minimum 3 foot intervals using metal wire. The wire shall 
not have openings greater than 6 inches by 6 inches. Posts shall not be placed greater 
than 20 feet apart. Posts shall be constructed of 2 inch minimum diameter (inside 
diameter) metal or round wood posts not less than 4 inches at the smallest end. If square 
or rectangular wooden posts are used, the dimension shall not be less than 3 I/2 inches. 
Posts shall be at least I 4 feet in length with a minimum 42 inches below the ground. All 
comer and gate posts shall be at least I 5 feet long and be at least 5 feet below the ground. 
Deviations from these standards will require department approval before installation. The 
following fence heights shall apply for species within the registered facilities: 

I. White tailed deer, elk, red deer, sika deer, fallow deer, mule deer species -the 
minimum vertical fence height shall be I 0 feet from the ground level and be sufficient to 
prevent the ingress and egress of cervidae. 

2. Reindeer and Caribou - the minimum vertical fence height shall be 4 Y:. feet from the 
ground level. Fences for reindeer and caribou shall be continuous woven wire and use 



either steel T-posts, 2 inch minimum diameter (inside diameter) metal, or wooden posts 
greater than 3 Y, inches in diameter. 

EXISTING FACILITIES 
All fences constructed by piecing together woven wire shall be securely connected at 
minimum 3 foot intervals using metal wire. Posts shall not be more than 25 feet apart. 
Posts shall be constructed of2 inch minimum diameter (inside diameter) metal or round 
wood posts not less than 4 inches at the smallest end. If square or rectangular wooden 
posts are used, the dimension shall not be less than 3 112 inches. Posts shall be at least 14 
feet in length. Deviations from these standards will require department approval. 
Facilities with single strands of wire for the top two feet will be required to replace the 
stands with 2 feet of continuous woven wire securely connected at minimum 3 foot 
intervals using metal wire. The following fence heights shall apply for species within the 
registered facilities: 

1. White tailed deer, elk, red deer, sika deer, fallow deer, mule deer species -the 
minimum vertical fence height shall be 1 0 feet from the ground level and be sufficient to 
prevent the ingress and egress of cervidae. 

2. Reindeer and Caribou -the minimum vertical fence height shall be 4 Y, feet from the 
ground level. Fences for reindeer and caribou shall be continuous woven wire and use 
either steel T-posts, 2 inch minimum diameter (inside diameter) metal, or wooden posts 
greater than 3 Y, inches in diameter. 

All existing fences shall comply with these standards by July 1, 2008. 

ALL FACILITIES 
The integrity of all perimeter fencing shall be monitored by the owner, or their authorized 
representative, for integrity on not less than a weekly basis and following any possible 
physical damage. The date and name of the person conducting the inspection must be 
contained within the farm records. The ground edge of the fencing shall remain 
at or below ground level at all times. Openings not to exceed 6 inches square may be 
present at ground level to facilitate the movement of small mammals and reptiles, if 
determined necessary by the MDNR in consultation with the MDA. 

Fence height for any other cervidae species not listed above may be approved under a 
limited registration set by the MDNR Director. For any registered facilities that are to be 
approved for multiple commingled species, the fence height requirement for the 
applicable species that requires the highest minimum vertical height shall apply to the 
facility. 

Any additions to the facility, gate or corner post replacements, or fence replacements that 
are greater than or equal to 40 feet in length, shall utilize new construction fencing 
standards indicated above. 



Gates must be constructed of continuous woven wire or structurally stronger materials 
and meet or exceed facility fencing heights. Gates must be adjusted seasonally, or more 
often if necessary, to ensure that the bottom of the gate extends no higher than 6 inches 
from the ground along the entire length. Gaps between the gate and adjacent fence shall 
be no more than 4 inches on both sides. 

RECORDS 
Farm records must be kept on site for all cervidae included within the herd, regardless of 
·species. Any cervidae contained within the perimeter fence are considered to be within 
the herd. Availability of a record-keeping system on farm must be demonstrated during a 
preregistration inspection prior to approval of registration. Farm records must include the 
following for each individual cervidae within the herd. 

I. Official identification number. 
2. Species and gender. 
3. Age upon entry into the herd. 
4. Date and method of entry into the herd including purchase or natural reproduction. 
5. For any purchased·cervidae, the complete name, address, and phone number of the 
person from whom the cervidae was acquired. 
6. Copies of any test certificates, herd status letters, or official interstate or international 
health certificates, required to show compliance with any state or federal law, for 
cervidae entering the herd. 
7. Date and method of disposition for any cervidae which are removed from the herd, 
including sale, transfer, and mortality. For all mortalities, records must contain whether 
the mortality was intentional or non-intentional, and method and site of disposal, 
consistent with PA 239 of 1982. 
8. For any cervidae sold or transferred live, the complete name, address, farm name, 
registration number, and phone number of the person who received the cervidae at the 
destination. 
9. Any cervidae from within the perimeter fence which become located outside the 
perimeter fence, not under the direct control of the owner, the type of escape/release, 
duration oftime outside the perimeter fence, and the manner of recovery or disposition. 
For any cervidae outside of the perimeter fence for more than 12 hours, the operator must 
notify the lv!DNR at 1-800-292-7800 and the !viDA at 1-800-292-3939. 
I 0. Copies of any required test certificates, herd status letters, or official interstate or 
international health certificates required to show compliance with any state or federal 
laws, for cervidae removed from the herd. 

Copies of these records must be kept and be available for inspection for a period of7 
years following the removal of each individual cervidae from the herd. All records from 
2003 forward shall be retained consistent with the reporting requirements for each year. 



INDIVIDUAL ANIMAL IDENTIFICATION 
It is the expressed intent that privately owned cervidae should be visibly identified as 
privately owned. In Class III facilities where owners are unable to visibly identify 
cervidae, the owner must work with the MDNR, to adequately address biosecurity issues 
and have a MDA-MDNRjointly approved plan to conduct disease surveillance. 

All cervidae species within the enclosure occupied by the privately owned cervidae must 
be officially identified by 2 forms of identification with at least one visible (minimum tag 
diameter of I 1/8 inches) from the following methods: 
I. Official alpha-numeric ear tag. 
2. Registration tattoo for cervidae registered with an official breed registry only. 
3. Electronic identification placed at the base of the left ear. This type of official 
identification may only be used to meet registration requirements if an electronic 
identification reader capable of being used to identify the cervidae is present at the 
registered facility. It is the responsibility of the owner at the registered facility to ensure 
that the appropriate electronic reader is present at the facility. 
4. Any other official identification approved by the MDA Director. 

For cervidae located on Class I (Hobby), Class II (Exhibition), or Class IV (Full) 
registered facilities, official identification must be present upon entry into the herd for all 
cervidae acquired other than through natural reproduction. For cervidae that are added to 
the herd through natural reproduction, official identification must be applied prior to the 
cervidae reaching one year of age. 

For cervidae located on Class III (Ranch) registered facilities, official identification must 
be present upon entry into the herd for all cervidae acquired other than through natural 
reproduction or for cervidae when individually handled. Class III facilities that cannot tag 
cervidae added to the herd through natural reproduction must submit a disease testing 
plan to be jointly approved by the MDA and MDNR. Double gating in perimeter fence 
or a MDNR approved method to assure automatic closure of perimeter gates is required. 

RECOVERY PROTOCOL FOR ANY CERVIDAE WHICH BECOME 
RELEASED 
Any cervidae from within the perimeter fence which become located outside the 
perimeter fence, not under the direct control of the owner that is recovered within 12 
hours, must be recorded in the farm records. In the event that cervidae meet the criteria 
of released, the owner must contact MDNR at 1-800-292-7800 and the MDA at 1-800-
292-3939 within 24 hours of discovery of the release. Any cervidae that becomes 
released from a registered facility and is recovered within 48 hours of the discovery of 
the release must immediately be placed in an isolation facility that maintains the cervidae 
no less than 30 feet from all other livestock on the registered facility at all times, as 
specified by the MDNR Director, in consultation with the MDA. 
In the event that the cervidae is not recovered within 48 hours from the time the cervidae 
is discovered as released, the cervidae is to be culled and, at the discretion of the MDA, 
tested for disease. 



MDNR will evaluate the cause of the release, and may require modifications of 
fencing or management practices to prevent reoccurrence of release. 
Tagged cervidae that become released are not exempted from legal taking under a permit 
issued by MDNR (hunting license, deer damage permit, or disease control permit). 

OVERSIGHT RESPONSIBILITIES AND REPORTING 
The Michigan Department of Natural Resources will have primary inspection and 
oversight responsibilities for compliance with requirements of the act following 
acceptance into the registration program. The Michigan Department of Agriculture, 
under the authority of the Animal Industry Act, has oversight responsibility for 
compliance with cervidae health testing and cervidae movement. Execution of these 
responsibilities includes, but is not limited to: access to the registered premises and 
related cervidae records; reportable disease sample collection, submission and testing 
authority; and the authority to place, enforce, and release quarantines. 

Each owner of any registered privately owned cervidae facility must submit an annual 
report to MDNR that indicates completed inspection of perimeter fencing for integrity 
and maintenance. This report must contain the date and time of inspection, name of 
person completing inspection, any noted deficiencies, and method of repair. 
An annual report of inventory must be sent to MDNR by January 15 of each calendar 
year that specifies the total number of each species present within the registered facility, 
and number of each species added or removed from the herd during the previous 12 
months (January- December), including all escapes/releases more than 12 hours in 
duration. Farm records must be provided to MDNR and MDA representatives upon 
request at any reasonable hour, and must be kept for a minimum period of 7 years 
following removal of cervidae from the facility. 
MDNR will conduct inspection of each registered privately owned cervidae facility at 
least once every 3 years. 
Inspection intervals for individual registered facilities may be determined on a risk basis, 
utilizing criteria which may include type of registration approved, difficulty of complying 
with registration requirements, risk of cervidae becoming released, size of facility, 
number of cervidae movements reported, risk of occurrence of a reportable disease, and 
complaint, inspection or compliance history. MDNR inspection intervals may be 
modified based upon the presence or absence of any industry-sponsored private 
inspection or education programs. 

DECOMMISSIONING FACILITIES 
The owner of a privately owned cervidae facility shall not abandon, or discontinue the 
operation of a facility, unless the following steps are adhered to: 

(1) The owner shall notifY the MDNR and MDA in writing of his/her intent to 
decommission the facility. 
(2) The owner shall harvest, sell, transfer, depopulate, or otherwise remove all cervidae 
from the facility by means authorized by PA 190 of 2000, as amended. 



(3) The owner shall submit all records required to be kept on site by the Operational 
Standards to the MDNR and MDA for review. 
(4) Upon satisfactory review of submitted records, the MDNR shall confirm that there 
are no cervidae species remaining within the enclosure. 
( 5) The MDNR shall notify the owner in writing that the facility removal or modification 
process may begin. Such notice shall include a time limit for this activity. 
(6) The owner shall remove the facility or bring the facility into compliance with the 
Wildlife Conservation Order (WCO), Section 2.11 and notify the MDNR in writing 
within the time limit established by the MDNR. 
(7) The MDNR shall confirm that the facility conforms to the WCO, Section 2.11 and 
shall notify the owner in writing that the facility is officially decommissioned. 

VIOLATIONS 
A person who violates the requirements set forth in the OPERATIONAL STANDARDS 
FOR REGISTERED PRIVATELY OWNED CERVIDAE FACILITIES is guilty of a 
misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not less than $300.00 or more than $1,000.00 or 
imprisonment for not less than 30 days or more than 90 days, or both. 

A person intentionally or knowingly causing the ingress of free-ranging cervidae species 
into a registered cervidae livestock facility is guilty of a felony. 

A person abandoning a registered cervidae livestock facility without first notifying the 
MDNR and MDA in compliance with these standards, or intentionally or knowingly 
releasing or allowing the release of any cervidae species from a cervidae livestock facility 
is guilty of a felony. 

Additionally, 
(!)A court may allow the department to recover reasonable costs and attorney fees 
incurred in a prosecution resulting in a conviction for a violation. 
(2) The director, upon finding that a person has violated any provisions of this act, an 
order issued by the director as a result of an informal or administrative hearing, or a rule 
promulgated under this act, may do any of the following: 
(a) Issue a warning. 
(b) Impose an administrative fine of not more than $1,000.00, plus the costs of 
investigation, for each violation after notice and an opportunity for a hearing. A person 
aggrieved by an administrative fine issued under this section may request a hearing 
pursuant to the administrative procedures act of 1969, 1969 PA 306, MCL 24.201 to 
24.328. 
(c) Issue an appearance ticket as described and authorized by sections 9a to 9g of chapter 
4 ofthe code of criminal procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL 764.9a to 764.9g. 
(3) The director shall advise the attorney general of the failure of any person to pay an 
administrative fine imposed under this section. The attorney general shall bring a civil 
action in a court of competent jurisdiction to recover the fine. Civil penalties collected 
shall be paid to the general fund. 



(4) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this act, the director may bring an action to 
do either or both of the following: 
(a) Obtain a declaratory judgment that a method, activity, or practice is a violation of this 
act. 
(b) Obtain an injunction against a person who is engaging in a method, activity, or 
practice that violates this act. 
( 5) The remedies under this act are cumulative and use of I remedy does not bar the use 
of another unless otherwise prohibited by law. 

For further information contact: 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
Wildlife Division 
PO Box30444 
Lansing, Michigan 48909 
(517) 284-6184 
(517) 373-6604 (fax) 
www.michigan.gov/dnr 



RICK SNYDER 
GOVERNOR 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

LANSING 

CERVID IDENTIFICATION OPTIONS 

KEITH CREAGH 
DIRECTOR 

Two forms of identification are required with at least one being visible (minimum tag 
diameter of 1 1/8 inches) and one being official. 

Official identification options: 

1. Official Alpha-Numeric Metal Ear Tag 
These tags can be ordered by calling Michigan Department of Agriculture 
and Rural Development 
at 517-284-5679. 

2. Registration Tattoo 
These tattoos are only for cervidae registered with an official breed 
registry. 

3. Electronic Identification (EID) 
EID is placed at the base of the left ear. These tags can be ordered by 
calling Dr. Rachel Cezar, USDA-VS at 517-324-5175. 

Constitution Hall• 525 WEST ALLEGAN STREET • P.O. BOX 30028 • LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909-7528 
www.michigan.gov/dnr • {517) 284-9453 



RICK SNYDER 
GOVERNOR 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

LANSING 

DISEASE HERD PLAN OPTIONS 
New Herds as of December 29, 2006 

KEITH CREAGH 
DIRECTOR 

Herds assembled prior to December 29, 2006 should already be participating in a 
Disease Herd Plan. 

Tuberculosis (Tb) 

Exhibition and Full Registrations: 

All herds are required to have an official whole herd test of all privately owned cervids 
12 months of age or older and all cattle and goats 6 months of age and older in contact 
with the privately owned cervids, within 18 months following assembly of herd, unless 
animals are purchased from an accredited herd, have been included in a whole herd 
test and the new herd maintains accredited status. 

1. Monitored Status-After the initial test, no further testing is required unless 
selling animals. 

2. Accredited Status-Testing of herds for accreditation or reaccreditation shall 
include all captive cervids and all other hoof stock over 12 months of age and 
animals under 12 months of age that are not natural additions, except that 
animals under 12 months of age that are not natural additions originating from an 
accredited herd need not be tested. Accreditation requires two official whole 
herd tests of all eligible animals. Tests need to be done 12 months apart. Then 
whole herd tests are to be repeated every three years to retain status. The 
program also includes recordkeeping and farm biosecruity. 

**Please Note** 
If you plan to sell animals, it is beneficial to have an accredited herd. 
Contact MDARD at 517-284-5679 for more information 

Constitution Hall• 525 WEST ALLEGAN STREET • P.O. BOX 30028 • LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909~7528 
www.michigan.gov/dnr• (517) 284~9453 



Nan1e: 

United Deer Fanners of Michigan 
Membership Application 

Jan 1, 2014- Dec 31, 2014 

Business Name:---------------- Species Raised: 

Business Address: ________________________________ _ 

Mailing Address: ____________________________ _ 

City, State, Zip:------------------------------

Home Phone: ______________ Cell Phone:-------------

Email Address: ______________ Website:---------------

Membership status: New---'---------- Renewal _____________ _ 

Classification/Please check one: Full Farm Registration ($50)__ Full Ranch Registration ($50) __ 

Associate ($25) __ Hobby/Exhibition ($25) __ 

Would you like to participate in any of the following (check all that apply): Board ____ Auctions __ _ 
Education Newsletter Legislation Website __ _ 

Dwould you like your farm listed free on the UDFoM breeders section of the website? (Full Members Only) 

Owould you like your ranch listed free on the Hunt Michigan website? (Full Members Only) 

D Full Membership- $50.00 annually. When ·you pay $50, you will be an active member of United Deer Fanners of 
Michigan. TI1is membership includes voting privileges, with a maximum of one vote per application. 

0Associate/Hobby Membersh.ip-$25.00 annually. This is open to anyone with an interest in raising Whitetail deer. 
Students, family members, business owners and anyone else is welcome to be an associate member. 1l1is is a non-voting 
membership. 

I hereby make application for membership to United Deer Fanners of Michigan, agreeing to confonn to 
the Code of Ethics and Bylaws goveming the Association. 

Signature 

Make check payable to: 
Send application & check to: 

UDFoMUSEONLY: 
CHECK#,--__ _ 
AMOUNT ___ _ Date: ___ _ 

Date 

United Deer Fanners of Michigan or (UDFoM) 
Gary Edwards 
24795 Kincaid Rd. 
Hillman, MI. 49746 
(989)742-3432 



Michigan Department of Natural Resources- Wildlife Division 

PRIVATELY OWNED CERVIDAE FACILITY 

INITIAL (NEW) REGISTRATION AND BUSINESS PLAN 

APPLICATION 
Issued under the authority of Executive Order No. 2004-3 and Act 190 of P.A. 2000. 

Failure to comply with the requirements of Act 190 may result in fines, imprisonment, or both. 

NOTE: Application must be legible and completed in its entirety to be processed. 

REGISTRATION FEE (REQUIRED) INITIAL INSPECTION FEE (REQUIRED) 

0CLASS II (EXHIBITION) $450 0FOR FACILITIES CONTAINING 40 ACRES OR LESS -$250 

0CLASS Ill (RANCH) $750 0FOR FACILITIES GREATER THAN 40 ACRES -$500 

0CLASS IV (FULL REGISTRATION) $750 

[gjNON-REFUNDABLE APPLICATION FEE $250 ''TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $ .. 
Applicant Full Name Business/Facility Name 

Mailing Address Facility Address 

City, State, ZIP City, State, ZIP 

Telephone E-Mail Address (Optional) Business Telephone Business FAX 

( ) ( ) ( ) 
Size of Property To Be Enclosed: County I Township ISection(s) 
(attach diagram and measurements of enclosure) Acres 
Legal Description of Property or DCopy of deed or other appropriate documentation showing the legal description is attached 

Proposed Cervidae Species 

0White-tailed Deer # DFallowDeer # OSika Deer # 0Eik # 

0Reindeer # 0Red Deer # OOther (specify) # 

Proposed Method of Fencing 

Height 04 Y, Foot 010 Foot OOther (specify) 

Type 0Woven Wire 0Chain Link OOther (specify) 

Complete the following four items (attach additional sheets if necessary): 

1. Proposed Method of Flushing and Verification of Proposed Removal of Free-Ranging Cervidae: 

2. Proposed Record Keeping System/Animal Identification: 

3. Current Zoning of Property: 0Agricultural 0Residential OOther (specify) 

4. Conforms to local fencing ordinances? DYes DNa 

Disease Herd Plan (See MDA Insert) OTB Accredited DNa Accreditation OCWD Certified DNa Certification 

Do you wish to have your facility name and contact information given to the public by the department? DYes joN a 

Make check or money order payable to "State of Michigan." 
Return application with appropriate registration fee to: 

CASHIER 
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
PO BOX 30451 
LANSING Ml 48909-7951 

PR2606 (Rev. 04/03/2007) 

I certify that the lnfonnation contained in this application and all 
attachments are true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

Applicant Signature Date 

•• FOR DNR CASHIER'S USE ONLY- DO NOT WRITE BELOW " 



Michigan Department of Natural Resources~ Wildlife Division 

PRIVATELY OWNED CERVIDAE FACILITY 
INITIAL (NEW) REGISTRATION APPLICATION AND BUSINESS PLAN 

INSTRUCTIONS 

Issued under the authority of Executive Order No. 2004-3 and Act 190 of P.A 2000. 
FaHure to comply with the requirements of Act 190 may resuit in fines, imprisonment, or both. 

This application is for a new facility which has not yet been registered. A Herd Number will be assigned when the 
application is processed. Registrations expire three (3) years from the date of issuance. Renewal applications require a 
separate form and must be submitted 60 days prior to the expiration of a registration. 

Fees: Fees will include a nonrefundable $250 application fee, registration fee, and initial inspection fee. Please enclose a 
check or money order payable to the "State of Michigan" and mail to Cashier, Michigan Department of Natural Resources, 
PO Box 30451, Lansing, Ml 48909-7951. 

Registration Class: Indicate the appropriate registration class for the intended purpose of the facility. See Operational 
Standards for Registered Privately Owned Cervidae Facilities, December 2005, for additional facility class descriptions. No 
new Hobby registrations will be approved. Only renewals for existing Hobby facilities will be issued. 

• Class II (Exhibition)- Cervidae are shown live for exhibition purposes only. 
• Class Ill (Ranch)- Hunting preserves or ranches, no live Cervidae are allowed to leave premises. 
• Class IV (Full Registration)- Breeding, buying, selling, and movement of live Cervidae. 

Legal Description of Property: Refers to the full description commonly found on deeds or title insurance documents (i.e. North 
Y, of south Y, of southwest Y. of northwest Y. of section 16 township 5 north range 2 west Clinton County, Michigan). 

Cervidae Species: Indicate all species to be held when the facility is completed and the population goal numbers for each species. 

Method of Fencing: Indicate the proposed height and type of fencing. Please refer to the Operational Standards, Facility 
Standards, New Construction: "The industry standard wire is referred to as fixed-knot 20-96-6-12.5 and is required for the 
lower 8 feet in new construction. All new construction shall utilize at least 10 foot continuous or 8 foot and 2 foot top panel 
vertical woven wire or structurally stronger material securely connected at minimum 3 foot intervals using metal wire. The 
wire shall not have openings greater than 6 inches by 6 inches ... " 

Proposed Method of Removal of Free-Ranging Cervidae: List planned methods and techniques to remove free-ranging 
Cervidae from the facility. This includes fiushing techniques and removal by other methods, such as hunting. Indicate the 
method of verification that all free-ranging Cervidae have been removed. Include additional sheets if necessary. 

Proposed Record Keeping SystemiAnimalldentification: Describe the record keeping system and animal identification 
(if applicable to registration class) that will be used in accordance with Act No. 190, Public Acts of 2000. Include additional 
sheets if necessary. 

Two forms of animal identification are required for each animal. Facilities that cannot tag animals added to the herd via 
natural reproduction must implement additional biosecurity measures. See the enclosed Michigan Department of 
Agriculture (MDA) information Cervid Identification Options. 

Zoning: Indicate the current zoning of the property, and indicate whether or not the proposed facility conforms to any local 
fencing ordinances. 

Disease Herd Plan: A disease herd plan is required. See the enclosed MDA information Disease Herd Plan Options. 

Signature: Sign and date the application. Your signature certifies that you are aware of and will abide by: 

• registration requirements as described within Act 190. Public Acts of 2000: 
http://www.leqislature.mi.gov 

• Executive Order No. 2004-3 
http://www.michigan.gov/gov/ and 

• Operational Standards For Registered Privately Owned Cervidae Facilities, December 2005. 
http:/lwww.michiqan.gov/dnr, select Wildlife & Habitat, then select Privately-owned Cervidae. 

Submit Application: Mail the application to the Michigan DNR Cashier at the address on the front of the application. 

Questions? Contact: POC Program Coordinator 517-284-6184 
Wildlife Division 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
PO Box 30444 
Lansing, Michigan 48909-7944 

2 PR2606 (Rev. 04/03/2007) 



Michigan Department of Natural Resource ~Wildlife 

PRIVATELY OWNED CERVIDAE FACILITY 

SUMMARY INVENTORY REPORT 

Reporting Period: 
FROM 

January 1, 20 -TO 
Issued under the authorfty of Executive Order No. 2004-3 and Act 190 of P.A. 2000. 

Failure to comply with the requirements of Act 190 may result in fines, imprisonment, or both. December 31, 20 _ 

This Summary Inventory Report (original) must be received by the MDNR (address indicated below) 
no later than Januarv 15 for the previous calendar year 
Registrant Name ~Telephone Date Prepared 

Mailing Address Herd Number 

City, State, ZIP 

Facility Name I Telephone 

Facility Address 

City, State, ZIP 

SPECIES- Indicate species and complete separate report for each Cervidae species. 

OEik OF allow 0Moose 

0Red Deer 0Reindeer OSika 

January 1 Beginning Inventory Totals 

Number of Animals Added 

Birth(s) + 

Purchase(s) + 

Non-Purchase Transfer(s) + 
Subtotal -

Number of Animals Removed 
Fawns (less than 12 

Death Non-Sale(s)- months of age) (-) 

Death Non-Sale(s) - Illness or Accident (-) 
Death Non-Sale(s) _ Personal. Consumption 

or Donalron (-) 

Death Sale(s)- Harvested Animals (-) 

Live Sale(s) (-) 

Live Non-Sale Transfer(s) (-) 

Escape- Not Returning (-) 

Subtotal -

December 31 Ending Inventory Totals -

Mail to: 

POC PROGRAM COORDINATOR 
WILDLIFE DIVISION 
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
PO BOX30444 
LANSING Ml 48909-7944 

Please retain a copy of this report for your records. 

0Muntjac 0Mule Deer 

0Whitetail OOther, Specify 

Comments, if any 

I certify by my signature below that I am ultimately responsible 
for adhering to the requirements of this registration and that 
the information contained herein and all attachments are true 
and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

Registrant Signature Date 

PR2606·1 (1211512008) 
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Michigan Department of Naturi3hTe'Sources~ Wildlife Division 

PRIVATELY OWNED CERVIDAE FACILITY FENCE INSPECTION LOG/REPORT 
Issued under authority of Executive Order No. 2004-3 and Act 190 of P.A. 2000. 

Failure to comply with the requirements of Act 190 may result in fines, imprisonment, or both. 

Calend.-Year ___ _ 

Page of 

NOTE: • Record daily or weekly perimeter checks, 
• Operational standards require a minimum of a weekly perimeter inspection, 
• Original Log/Report MUST BE COMPLETED ANNUALLY no later than January 15 for the previous calendar year, 
• Log/Report must be maintained on the facility premises and made available to Michigan DNR personnel upon request 

Registrant Name Telephone Herd Number Date Prepared 

Mailing Address City, State, ZIP 

Facility Name Telephone 

Facility Address City, State, ZIP 

~ ~ !·!! 11·111~ ~1m!ll·lill mill!ll 
I 

••·l!llmlm~ll! 
I 

ll~llllll·l·l·ll·l~l!li 
I ~r·'""·'ii@il;, 

Please complete and keep on file at your farm location I certify by my signature below that I am ultimately responsible for adhering to 
the requirements of this registration and that the information contained herein 
and all attachments are true and correct to the best of my knowledge, 

Rii{jlSkaiit Signature Date 

PR2606-2 (Rev.12115/2013) 



Board of Directors-United Deer Farmers of Michigan 

Paul Eckert 
Preside-nt 
939-7J:!·~;s~.u H,1rr1e i ·:•89-350-o~:::s cen 
p!umbereckert(@yahoo.com 

Kent Syers 
Vke President f Educational Chair 

l<v<Jsyers\a!comcast. net 

Tricia Davis 
Secretary /Treasurer 
2J1·7C~G-5160 Home/ 2.31-342-~1-291 Cell 
midwestwhitetails@intvc.com 

Alex Draper 
Legislative Policies & Procedure Chair 
810-275-2143 Cell 
andraper@learthlink.net 

Joe Johnson 
Fundraising Chair 
269-209-5835 Home 
joe@jtqroups.com 

Mike Nedry 
Ethic I Help Hotline Chair 
231-856-8873 Home 
agnbuck@dishmail.net 

Gary Edwards 
Membership Chair 
989-742-3432 
gedwards@soeednetllc.com 

Colby Bettis 
Ranch Chair 
231-745-8000 
colby@legendsranch.com 

Todd Morgan 
Website Chair 
269-207-0624 
todd©whitetailexchange.com 

Doug Roberts 
8399 E. Bristol Rd. 
Davison, f'-11 48423 
810-241-955"\ cell 
d robe rts©cong uestdeerfarm . com 

Steve Heckel 
15190 W. Albclln Rd. 
Petersburg, t•H 49270 
734-320-7182 Home 
ironhead@cass.net 
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;.l~ . By beco·m.i.n_g a. ···cervi~ farmer you . 
.~ :could help regain our youths interest 
~ in the ·great outdoors.· 

~ Cerv.id farming is a great family 
bby/ job and the people in the 

· ry are~ gn~at group of 
viduals to work with. 

OLI' C:a'n join large organizations such 
lJDFOM _and NADEFA to· help 
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* Cervid farms provide hunting stock · 
for hunting preser:-ves and· breeding 
stock for other cervid farms.· · 

* The.Cervid farmirig indust~~· has. a 
direct economic impact of $893.5 : 
million dollars on the·US economy . 

* Cervid farming ha·s .a $2.3.billion 
dollar impact aS.' a whole on the 
economy. · .. . 

. *The Cervid farni~ng industry 
supports .29,199 jobs.· 

* Cervid farming is a growing and 
important industry in rural America. 

*Animals being raised in Michigan 
include Elk, Red Stag~ Reindeer, Fallow 
Deer, and Whitetail Deer·. 




