Law Enforcement Division
Bi-Weekly Field Report
1/18/15 - 1/31/15

DISTRICT 1

COs Dennis Gast, Matthew Eberly, David Miller, Brian Lasanen, Brett Delonge, Doug
Hermanson, Michael Mansell, Elton Luce and Sgt. Ryan Aho conducted several group
snowmobile patrols in both Houghton and Ontonagon Counties. A large number of
snowmobiles were contacted with a wide range of violations encountered.
Enforcement action was taken.

CO David Miller conducted a patrol on Keweenaw Bay and encountered an angler with
several unattended lines. Enforcement action was taken.

CO Brian Lasanen conducted a patrol on Lake Gogebic and contacted several anglers.
One subject stated that he had not caught any fish. As CO Lasanen spoke with the
angler he heard what sounded like a fish flopping around in the angler’s shack. The
subject then stated that he forgot about catching the fish that was identified as an
undersized walleye. Enforcement action was taken.

CO David Miller interviewed and obtained a confession from a subject who used a
crossbow to take an antlerless deer inside the Village of L’Anse. CO Miller located and
seized the crossbow and enforcement action was taken.

CO Elton Luce spoke at the West Branch Sportsman Club. CO Luce reviewed predator
hunting regulations for the kickoff of the Clubs Predator Challenge.

COs Elton Luce and Mark Leadman found a number of trapping violations while walking
into sets in a desolate area in Marquette County. The next day CO Leadman was able
to make contact with the trapper near the same location. In addition to addressing the
trapping violations, CO Leadman addressed the violation of a loaded firearm in a motor
vehicle.

CO Grant Emery and Sgt. Marc Pomroy worked snowmobile activity in the Watersmeet
area of Gogebic County. Heavy snowmobile activity resulted in the officers addressing
violations for failure to register a snowmobile, failure to obtain a trail permit and for
careless operation.

CO Grant Emery worked snowmobile activity along the Michigan/Wisconsin border near
Ironwood. Heavy snowmobile activity was reported. A total of 117 contacts were made
with nine tickets and 23 verbal warnings issued.

CO Brian Bacon worked snowmobile activity in the Iron Mountain area. One
snowmobile operator was stopped for not having a registration or a trail permit. The
operator also had not transferred the title. Enforcement action was taken.



CO Brian Bacon stopped a snowmobile operator for failing to display a registration. A
check of the driver found him to be operating with a suspended driver’s license.
Enforcement action was taken.

CO Brett DeLonge and Sgt. Marc Pomroy worked snowmaobile activity in northern
Menominee and Dickinson Counties. One group of snowmobilers was stopped after the
lead three snowmobiles failed to stop at a marked road crossing. Enforcement action
was taken.

While patrolling remote roads in Menominee County for winter hunting activity, CO Brett
DeLonge observed a vehicle driving suspiciously. CO DeLonge followed the vehicle for
a few miles until the vehicle traveled to a dead end road. CO DelLonge made contact
and the driver explained that he and his female friend were on their way to a friend’s
camp to help move firewood and were taking a shortcut. The driver gave the location of
the camp and it was determined that the individuals were more than 10 miles past the
camp. Further investigation found that the driver had a revoked driver’s license and
was not compliant with the sex offender registry. Enforcement action was taken.

While working a snowmobile patrol in northern Menominee County, CO Marvin Gerlach
observed a subject driving a snowmobile that failed to stop at a road crossing (and stop
sign) on a designated snowmobile trail. When contacted, the Michigan resident stated
he had purchased the snowmobile six years ago and had never transferred the title from
the previous owner, nor had he ever registered the snowmobile. He did state that he
purchased trail stickers every year for the snowmobile, though. Enforcement action was
taken.

DISTRICT 2

Following up on complaints from the community, COs Robert Crisp, Acting Sgt. Jerrold
Fitzgibbon and Rob Freeborn conducted a group snowmobile patrol in the Alger County
area. During the patrol COs Crisp and Freeborn were watching a stop sign and
observed a group of snowmobiles approaching, beginning to slow down when the rear
sled accelerated and passed the entire group running the stop sign at approximately 60
mph. COs pursued the sled at speeds in excess of 80 mph in a posted 30 mph zone.
The snowmobile was stopped at the next intersection and enforcement action was
taken.

CO Robert Crisp was returning home from a day at court when he came upon a
personal injury accident on M28 near Munising. CO Crisp checked on injuries, notified
Emergency Medical Services (EMS) and rendered necessary first aid until other units
arrived.

CO Robert Crisp worked an afternoon shift during a massive winter storm that hit the
Alger County area. CO Crisp responded to an accident where the highway travels
along the lake shore with no protection from the elements. Conditions were white-out



with zero visibility. CO Crisp tended to the accident victims, notified Alger dispatch and
then made the decision to close the roadway to prevent further accidents and injuries
until the scene had been cleared and the zero visibility subsided.

Conservation officers Rob Freeborn, Mike Evink, Jared Ferguson, John Wenzel, and
Jerrold Fitzgibbon worked a group patrol on the waters of Lake Michigan. Two officers
worked Big Bay De Noc, and the other three worked Little Bay De Noc. Almost 200
anglers were contacted with several violations encountered. Tickets were issued for
fishing without licenses, fishing too many lines, unregistered snowmobile, no ORV
license, and using illegal device to fish.

While patrolling Little Bay De Noc, near Saunders Point, CO John Wenzel contacted
two individuals lifting a gill net and then began lifting a second net. Only one of the
individuals was able to produce a valid tribal Identification card and the other individual
admitted to not being a tribal member. A ticket was issued to the nontribal member for
using illegal fishing gear and a case report detailing the additional tribal violations will be
forwarded to the tribe prosecution.

Several hundred people attended a public hearing in Newberry regarding the proposed
Graymont Limestone Mine project in the Rexton area. Conservation Officers along with
representatives from the other Department of Natural Resource Divisions were on hand
to answer any questions about the proposed project.

CO Jerrold Fitzgibbon attended a Wildlife Coalition meeting in Shingleton. The
meetings are an opportunity for the area sportsmen to hear about timely issues from the
DNR and voice their concerns to the DNR on a local level. It was attended by 19 area
sportsmen.

While on routine snowmobile patrol CO Rob Freeborn observed a snowmobile traveling
without a trail permit. Upon stopping the snowmobile, the driver stated that he had it in
his wallet and had not yet stuck it on his snowmobile. The driver also had an expired
driver’s license. Enforcement action was taken.

CO John Wenzel, along with a Federal Forest Officer, gave a group of park service
employees training on cold weather survival and the basics of off trail snowmobile
riding. The class consisted of basic winter survival techniques, shelter building and off
trail self -recovery methods for snowmobiles.

CO John Wenzel spoke to a trapping safety class at the DNR Pocket Park. There were
about 30 students in the class, mostly adults. CO Wenzel spoke about and answered
guestions about trapping laws.

CO Michael Evink was working a patrol on Indian Lake when he heard regional dispatch
calling for assistance. Officer Evink abruptly ended his patrol to assist the Michigan
State Police (MSP) and Manistique Public Safety with an accident on US-2 that closed
the highway for close to five hours.



CO Jon Busken received a complaint of an individual keeping a deer as a pet. CO
Busken made contact with the landowner who had recently purchased the home. When
he moved in he found his front door open and a yearling deer in his living room. The
deer had returned several times but he had not let it in.

While on Patrol in Mackinac County CO Jon Busken was passed by a snowmobile at a
high rate of speed. Contact was made with the operator who was operating on a public
roadway without a trail permit. Further investigation revealed that the registration on the
snowmobile was expired by more than two years. CO Busken asked the driver if he
owned the snowmobile and he replied, "We own it but it might not be registered to us
yet." The operator was elusive as to when his family purchased the snowmobile. It was
ultimately discovered the snowmobile was purchased approximately two years ago and
the registration had not been transferred. Enforcement action was taken.

CO Jon Busken was on patrol south of Newberry when a snowmobiler approached to
ask for directions. Afterwards he asked if anyone was foolish enough to actually drive
with an expired registration or old trail permit. While explaining this to the snowmobiler
three snowmobiles approached a nearby stop sign. CO Busken stopped the
snowmobiles after noting several violations. All three snowmobiles were expired with
expiration dates of 2012 and 2007, while one had never been registered. Also, none of
the three snowmobiles had valid trail permits. Enforcement action was taken.

CO Jon Busken was on patrol near Newberry and made contact with several
snowmobilers from Indiana. One of the snowmobilers was operating a snowmobile
bearing an expired Minnesota Registration. The snowmobiler said he purchased the
snowmobile two years ago in a parking lot and never transferred the title. Enforcement
action was taken.

CO Jon Busken made contact with snowmobiler operating a snowmobile without a valid
registration. The operator stated he had recently bought the snowmobile and wanted to
make sure it ran right before he registered it. He later confessed that he had purchased
the snowmobile more than a year ago. Enforcement action was taken.

CO Jon Busken was discussing snowmobile regulations with several riders at a
Mackinac County gas station. He observed a snowmobile operator sitting on her
snowmobile just across the road. The operator started her snowmobile when CO
Busken began leaving the gas station. Upon seeing the officer taking the same trail the
operator left the trail and started riding along the power line. CO Busken followed her
route across the power lines and a frozen lake. CO Busken made contact with the
operator and discovered she did not have a valid trail permit. Enforcement action was
taken.

CO Kevin Postma contacted an angler as he pulled up to his fishing shanty for the
afternoon bite. CO Postma checked the angler’s license and then asked to look in his
fishing shanty for unattended lines. The subject advised CO Postma that he had



forgotten his key and his wife would be out shortly with it. CO Postma advised the
angler that he didn’t mind waiting with him for his wife to show up. CO Postma then
asked if there would be a set line in the shanty when his wife arrives with the key. The
subject advised there would be and then proceeded to open the shanty. Enforcement
action was taken.

CO Kevin Postma contacted two anglers as they were arriving at their ice shanty for the
afternoon bite. Licenses were checked along with the shanty to check for set lines.
Both anglers assured the CO that there were no set lines in the shanty. CO Postma
checked three lines that were down only six inches. A fourth line 4.5 feet down with a
baited hook was pulled up by CO Postma. The owner of the line advised that he
thought it was up far enough. CO Postma explained to the angler that a baited line 4.5
feet down in five feet of water was fishing. Enforcement action was taken.

COs Robert Watson and Jon Busken were patrolling along a well-used snowmobile trail,
making multiple contacts throughout the day. During their patrol, contact was made with
an individual who had no visible registration on his snowmobile. The individual claimed
that the sled had been registered in Wisconsin and that he had left the sticker and
paperwork at his hotel. After checking the VIN through dispatch it was discovered that
the sled was not registered. Enforcement action was taken.

CO Robert Watson was patrolling in the town of Paradise in response to multiple
complaints of snowmobilers speeding through town and failing to stop at stop signs. CO
Watson observed three snowmobilers approach a stop sign. The first two sleds came to
a complete stop and began scanning in both directions for traffic, while the third sled
maneuvered around the stopped sleds, continuing through the stop sign and failing to
stop and look for traffic. CO Watson stopped the careless operator and enforcement
action was taken.

CO Robert Watson responded to a complaint of an individual harassing anglers on Big
Manistique Lake. CO Watson made contact with the complainants who stated they
thought they were fishing near a friend’s permanent shanty, when an individual
approached them aggressively and began harassing them about fishing too close to his
shanty. The two fishing parties shared a heated exchange. The complainant’s fishing
party gathered their equipment and left the area after the owner of the shanty claimed
that he would take care of them and entered his shanty. Statements were gathered from
both parties, and evidence will be presented to the prosecutor for further action.

DISTRICT 3

CO Steve Speigl responded to a 911 call that a motorist intentionally swerved to run
over a flock of turkeys in Antrim County. Once on scene CO Speigl was taking
photographs when an eyewitness neighbor came forward to offer information. With a
good vehicle description CO Speigl checked nearby houses and contacts. The truck
and driver were found within 20 minutes with help from local contacts. A confession



was obtained from the driver who, without remorse, told CO Speigl, “I don’t have a
reason for doing it, | just did it.” Enforcement action was taken.

CO Andrea Albert checked an angler who stated he hadn’t caught a thing. Upon
checking, CO Albert found a bucket with 55 perch in it. The overlimit of perch was
seized and a ticket issued.

Several presentations were given by area Conservation Officers: CO Steve Speigl gave
a presentation to the Antrim Outdoors Club, CO Andrea Albert gave a presentation to
the Bellaire Conservation Club and CO Matt Theunick attended the Christian Sportsmen
Fellowship banquet, answering hunting, fishing and related questions. Over 200 people
were present.

COs Nick Torsky, Kelly Ross and Detective Jason Niemi interviewed and obtained two
confessions from individuals who shot and butchered a bull elk in Otsego County during
the firearm deer season.

COs Mark DePew and Brad Bellville patrolled the snowmobile trails along the railroad
tracks near Gaylord during Operation Lifesaver in conjunction with the Lake State
Railroad Company and the Michigan State Police and issued tickets for illegal operation
and registration violations.

COs Brad Bellville and Mark DePew along with MSP and local deputies received a
complaint of a scared horse running loose in downtown Gaylord. The officers were able
to corner the horse next to a house where CO Bellville was able to calm the horse down
and capture it unharmed. The horse was turned over to animal control and was reunited
with its owners.

COs Brad Bellville and Tim Rosochacki contacted a subject who was illegally camping
on state land and found that he had a warrant out of Wayne County for unpaid child
support and was lodged in the Montmorency County Jail.

CO Jon Sklba patrolled Grand Lake and issued multiple tickets for ORVs and
snowmobiles not being properly licensed.

CO Mark DePew led officers in conducting a search warrant on a subject who was
suspected in illegally shooting deer in Otsego County. During the search they found
evidence and obtained confessions on illegally shooting 2 deer and were found to be in
possession of illegal drugs. Charges are being sought through the prosecutor’s office.

DISTRICT 4

COs Sean Kehoe and Rich Stowe investigated a complaint where the complainants had
witnessed two subjects shooting from the roadway out of a motor vehicle. Local
deputies assisted and stopped the suspect vehicle before the officers arrived. The
investigation revealed that the two passengers were shooting at squirrels from a motor



vehicle, shooting within a safety zone, hunting without licenses and were not wearing
any hunter orange. The COs recognized one of the passengers as a subject who was
ticketed the week prior for another wildlife violation. Enforcement action was taken.

CO Sam Koscinski along with local deputies and the US Forest Service responded to a
complaint of an impromptu snowmobile drag race that was occurring on a local lake.
When the officers arrived they found several snowmobiles preparing to race. The
participants were advised that it was illegal to set up a race without a permit or
insurance and were advised not to continue.

COs Josiah Killingbeck, Sam Koscinski, Ben Shively and Troy VanGelderen provided
security while utilizing snowmobiles and patrol vehicles accompanying US
Congressional Representatives Dan Beneshek and Bill Huizenga who were
participating in the annual “Congressional Trail Ride”. The two day ride traveled
through several counties in the District making stops at local establishments and
addressing area concerns at Town Hall Meetings.

While on snowmobile patrol, CO Josiah Killingbeck was approaching a snowmobile trail
crossing when he was nearly struck by a snowmobiler who failed to stop at a stop sign.
The operator slid sideways and barely missed striking the CO’s snowmobile. CO
Killingbeck contacted the operator who stated that he had seen the “stop ahead” sign
but was driving in excess of 60 mph and was unable to stop. As CO Killingbeck was
taking enforcement action, a side-by-side ORV drove up to the intersection and slowed
enough to where CO Killingbeck could see an uncased rifle lying in the back of the
machine. The ORV was stopped and the firearm was found to be loaded with the safety
off. The operator stated that he was out hunting for “small game” and admitted that he
never checked the firearm before leaving his house, nor did he think a case was
necessary. Enforcement action was taken.

COs Angela Greenway, Josiah Killingbeck and Holly Pennoni worked a group patrol on
Lake Mitchell in Wexford County resulting in numerous verbal warnings for operating
ORVs and snowmobiles without helmets and for fishing without license in possession.
The officers also encountered a pair of anglers who claimed they bought their licenses
at the “exact same time”, but only had one license in possession. CO Pennoni ran a
record check which revealed that the angler, who claimed to have a license, hadn’t
purchased one since 2010. Enforcement action was taken.

CO Kyle Publiski responded to a complaint of subjects taking over limits of fish on
Hamlin Lake. The first angler checked by CO Publiski had 17 bluegill in his possession
but failed to purchase a license. Enforcement action was taken.

CO Jeff Ginn rechecked a lake where he had observed several tip-up anglers the
evening before. Early the next morning CO Ginn observed the same tip-ups still set out
in front of the cottage. CO Ginn walked out to check on the lines and found them to be
frozen in solid. CO Ginn tripped the flags and waited for the angler to check on his
lines. The subject eventually made it out to check on his lines and CO Ginn made



contact again. The subject admitted to leaving the lines out all night and was ticketed
for unattended lines.

CO Jeff Ginn observed four unattended tip-ups while checking ice anglers. While
checking the tip-ups, a subject came out of a house and stated he and his wife had set
the tip-ups earlier. When CO Ginn requested to see their fishing licenses, the subject
explained his wife had to run to the store. CO Ginn also asked if they have had any
luck and the man stated they haven’t had a bite. CO Ginn then inquired about the blood
observed on the ice near one of the tip-ups and the subject remembered he had caught
a Northern Pike which he indicated was still at the house. Upon measuring the fish, it
was determined to be undersized. CO Ginn also pointed out that there was only one
set of footprints leading to the tip-ups from his residence and questioned the
involvement of his wife. The subject admitted that his wife was not fishing and was
ticketed for fishing with too many lines and possessing an undersized Northern Pike.

CO Mike Wells received a complaint regarding a subject that was alleged to have
illegally taken a Black Bear out of season in Newaygo County two years earlier. It was
also alleged that the bear was wearing a tracking collar. Upon researching the subjects
through the retail sales system and social media, it was discovered that the girlfriend of
the suspect had taken an eight point buck a few years earlier. The female had no
record of ever purchasing a deer license. Sgt. Mike Bomay and CO Wells were able to
make contact and interview both subjects. Admissions were received of the illegal take
of the bear by the suspect and also the taking of the buck without a license by the
girlfriend. It was determined that the female shot the buck during the youth hunt when
she was 19 years of age. The suspect admitted to taking the bear in self-defense but
stated that he had harvested a 3-point buck a short time after shooting the bear from the
same stand. The suspect did admit that he left the bear due to the fact it had a tracking
collar on it but he did track and recover the deer. A check with Wildlife Division
determined that the collar was recovered a few weeks later lying in the badly
decomposed remains of the bear at the location that the suspect admitted to shooting
the bear. Warrants are being requested through the prosecutor’s office regarding both
suspects.

DISTRICT 5

Sgt. Jon Wood and CO Phil Hudson were checking a group of anglers at the annual
Tip-Up-Town festival on Houghton Lake when an angler admitted to catching several
large crappies and one walleye. Sgt. Wood did not notice the walleye lying on the ice
with the rest of the catch. A little further investigation led to the walleye, which turned
out to be undersized, tucked inside the shanty hidden from view behind the angler’s
feet.

CO Steve Lockwood was checking fishing activity on Houghton Lake when he
encountered a couple of subjects fishing out of a portable shanty. A brief conversation
led the officer to an out-of-season bass that was buried in the snow a short distance



from the shanty. Officer Lockwood took enforcement action along with explaining the
importance of releasing fish caught out of season.

While responding to an unrelated complaint CO McCullough observed several traps that
had been set in and around the nearby residence. Several days later, CO McCullough
drove back through the area to check the traps and discovered a dead animal in one of
the traps. Upon further investigation, and a follow-up interview, it was discovered that
the suspect was not checking his traps every 24 hours. CO McCullough took
enforcement action for not checking traps as required by law.

COs Bobbi Lively and Josh Russell were on snowmobile patrol at Tip-Up-Town in
Houghton Lake when they observed a truck parked next to a shanty on the lake. As
they approached the vehicle, they noticed two subjects inside and a number of fish
scattered on the tailgate. The COs discovered six tip-ups in the vicinity of the shanty
without names or addresses on them. The anglers admitted to the tip-ups, but CO
Lively also discovered a seventh fishing line inside the shanty. The angler who
admitted to the extra fishing line stated he had never been in trouble with the DNR in
the past. However, further investigation determined he had been ticketed for the same
violation on the same lake years earlier. Enforcement action was taken.

CO Kyle Bader got a call from CO Kelley Ross about a deer that was possibly poached
near West Branch. After a few interviews, CO Bader developed a person of interest.
When he showed up to interview the subject, the man stated the deer had just died next
to his garage. When he showed CO Bader the carcass in the woods, CO Bader told
him it was unlikely the deer died with its skin removed and half butchered. After a few
more tales about how he came to possess the deer, the man finally admitted to shooting
it from his house window. Further investigation also revealed that it was killed after the
season closed, with a .22 caliber rifle and never tagged. The deer and firearm were
seized and enforcement action was taken.

COs Josh Russell and Chris Bowen had three snowmobiles stopped on Houghton Lake
during the annual Tip-Up-Town event when they observed a snowmobile drag race a
short distance away about to start. The flagman started the race and the snowmobiles
took off. CO Russell was able to make a stop on one of the snowmobiles. The operator
had an expired license and admitted to drag racing earlier in the day. Enforcement
action was taken.

While checking ice anglers on Van Etten Lake, Sgt. Brandon Kieft noticed the operator
of an ORV drive to the parking area and then rush back out to a shanty on the lake.
When Sgt. Kieft made contact at the same shanty, only one of the male subjects
claimed to be fishing. When Sqgt. Kieft pointed out the ice fishing accessories hanging
from the other man’s winter jacket, he eventually confessed to fishing before Sgt. Kieft
arrived. The ORV was also not licensed. Enforcement action was taken.

COs John Huspen and Kyle Bader conducted a dedicated OUIL patrol on snowmobiles
at Tip-Up-Town.



COs John Huspen, Chris Bowen, Andrea Albert, Mark Depew and Brad Bellville worked
in conjunction with the MSP, and Crawford and Otsego County Sheriff's Departments
during “Operation Life Saver.” This patrol was organized by the Lake State Railway
Company to address snowmobilers operating along the railroad right of way in northern
Crawford and southern Otsego Counties. The COs, troopers and deputies contacted
several people operating snowmobiles with registration and trail permit violations as well
as operation on the railroad tracks and right-of-way. Enforcement action was taken.

CO Mike Hearn observed a snowmobiler operating illegally in the City limits of Grayling.
The snowmobile operator was riding upon the city sidewalk which ran along a state
highway. The snowmobile was also unregistered and the operator was not wearing a
helmet. Upon stopping the operator, it was determined that the out of state resident had
just retrieved the machine from storage and was heading back to his cabin. A call was
made to have a friend bring the operator a helmet and cash so he could post bond on
his citations.

CO Mike Hearn was checking nighttime ice fishing activity on Manistee Lake in
Kalkaska County when he contacted an angler reporting no success. During the
contact, CO Hearn observed that the angler had a smallmouth bass in the sled of his flip
over ice shanty. The angler was issued a ticket for possession of bass during the
closed season.

CO Chuck McPherson and Sgt. Jeremy Payne were the first on the scene of a domestic
assault on 1-75. A female subject was punched in the mouth by her mother’s boyfriend.
To defend herself, the female kicked the male subject in the mouth and was able to exit
the vehicle once it stopped. According to the mother, her daughter became upset at the
male subject when he littered by throwing a beer bottle out of the moving vehicle.
Roscommon County Sheriff Deputy assisted. The male subject was lodged for
domestic assault.

While patrolling Tip-Up-Town, CO Jon Warner and Sgt. Jeremy Payne responded to a
scene were a subject shot his girlfriend with a firearm. The COs, being some of the first
on scene were able to assist the MSP with locating the suspect and arresting him
without incident. The COs provided assistance to the MSP during the initial part of the
investigation.

CO Nick Atkin received a complaint of a possible poaching violation from last
September. The information received led the CO to believe there may have been deer
violations by an adult that occurred during the youth deer season. CO Atkin located
and interviewed the suspect in the case who was 23 years old. During the course of the
interview, the CO was able to obtain a full written confession about the illegal killing,
possession and transportation of a 12 point buck. Enforcement action is being sought
in this case.

DISTRICT 6



While checking anglers coming in from fishing at a state launch at the mouth of the
Saginaw River, CO Quincy Gowenlock was contacted by a subject and questioned as to
why people were not paying for the recreational passport, which is required for entry
into the access site. After speaking with him for several minutes, he conveyed that he
was not the only one who was upset with this. He didn’t think it was fair that they paid
for their permit and others do not. The CO explained that the nine vehicles in the
parking lot that did not have recreational passports were all ticketed. The subject said,
“Oh, thanks” and walked away.

Sgt. Ron Kimmerly received a complaint of a taxidermist in Montcalm County who was
operating illegally. The Sgt. contacted the suspect and conducted an inspection and
found 17 sets of deer antlers that had no taxidermy tags. When the Sgt. asked to see
his records he advised that he had none. The taxidermist was issued a ticket for failing
to maintain records. A number of antlers were seized.

COs Jeremy Beavers and Dan Lee were checking ice anglers when a snowmobile
came into the area. The snowmobile was operated by a man with a young child on
board and neither were wearing helmets. The snowmobile happened to be part of the
group of anglers the COs were checking. When the snowmobile returned the officers
found that it was not registered and had no trail permit. Tickets were issued.

While patrolling Saginaw Bay on snowmobile, COs Seth Rhodea and Kyle Bucholtz
located three ice shanties in close proximity to each other. Upon checking the shanties,
the officers learned all three anglers were in possession of an overlimit of walleye. The
anglers also failed to register an ORV and had one undersized walleye. All 21 walleye
were seized and the anglers were issued multiple tickets.

While conducting a patrol on Saginaw Bay, COs Kyle Bucholtz and Seth Rhodea
contacted several anglers who had good success while fishing for walleye. The COs
found that all the anglers had their limit of walleye in addition to all the anglers having
several other fish hidden in their fishing gear. All the anglers were ticketed for taking an
overlimit of walleye and tickets were also issued for undersized walleye and ORV
violations.

CO Chad Foerster was on a snowmobile patrol on the Saginaw River and Saginaw Bay
with COs Joel Lundberg and Will Brickel. They were targeting possible fish violations
but were also looking for snowmobiles violating the 100 foot rule, riding too fast within
100 feet of ice shanties. While sitting at the mouth of the Saginaw River near a large
group of shanties, CO Foerster observed a snowmobile speed within 50 feet past a
group of anglers. Upon attempting to stop the sled, the subject looked at officer, spun
his sled around and accelerated. After reaching speeds of 109 mph, CO Foerster
began to back off as the fleeing sled hit a chunk of ice and went airborne along with his
sled. The operator suffered only minor injuries but totaled his sled. He was arrested
and lodged in jail for felony flee and elude and charged with violating the 100 foot rule.
During the same patrol, the three officers issued 19 tickets including undersized
walleye, no fish license and no snowmobile and ORYV registrations.



While patrolling near Sebewaing, CO Bob Hobkirk observed a vehicle drive through an
intersection without stopping or slowing down for a stop sign. When he stopped the
vehicle, the driver explained that she didn’t stop for the stop sign because she was
upset that her dog had run away and just wanted to get home. The driver was issued a
ticket for failing to stop for a stop sign.

DISTRICT 7

CO Andy Bauer checked a group of waterfowl hunters on the St. Joseph River and
discovered a number of marine violations, including failing to register a watercraft. A
ticket for operating an unregistered watercraft was issued and warnings were given for
the other violations.

CO Steve Mooney patrolled inland lakes for ice fishing activity and observed a person
ice fishing. When the subject saw CO Mooney, he left his fishing gear lying on the ice
and returned to the parking lot. CO Mooney made contact with the subject and
discovered that the subject did not have a fishing license. Enforcement action was
taken.

CO Steve Mooney observed two three-wheeled ORVs doing donuts on an inland lake.
Contact was made and it was discovered that a father and adult son were riding the
machines, but did not have ORYV stickers. One subject was ticketed and the second
was warned.

CO Jeff Robinette received a complaint of several unattended tip-ups on a Cass County
lake. CO Robinette responded and began surveillance. After a short time, a subject
arrived in a vehicle and began to check the tip-ups. Contact was made and it was
discovered that the subject, who has a long DNR conviction history, had placed eight
tip-ups out in the morning and had left them until lunch time. Five of the tip-ups did not
have names on them. The subject was ticketed for both fishing with too many lines and
no names on his tip-ups. The subject claimed to not know how many lines are allowed,
even though he is a charter boat captain of a Great Lakes boat.

CO Cary Foster continued to gather evidence and photographs relating to three
different illegal deer kills during the firearm season in lonia County. He recently
concluded his investigation and obtained confessions from three persons for taking deer
without licenses or purchasing licenses after harvesting deer. Charges will be sought in
all cases.

DISTRICT 8

CO Chris Reynolds was checking a lake for ice fishing activity, observing all anglers
before making contact. When the CO walked onto the ice and started making contact he
noticed a few anglers in a hurry to pack up and try to get off the ice. CO Reynolds
immediately walked to the anglers and discovered that one of the anglers didn’t have a



fishing license. The individual stated that it was his first time out for the year and didn’t
plan on doing any more fishing the rest of the year. The CO told the subject that it
doesn’t matter how many times you fish you still need a license. Enforcement action
was taken.

CO Chris Reynolds interviewed a subject who was trapping on a railroad right-of-way.
The subject admitted to using the right-of-way to trap and access some of his traps. The
subject was advised that the railroad doesn’t allow any access on their right-of-way.
Enforcement action was taken.

CO Chris Reynolds responded to a complaint in which the complainant had been
observing individuals catching over limits of panfish. The complainant stated that the
men were out fishing when the CO called to get information. The CO hurried to the area
to try to catch the subjects with the over limits, but with no luck. The complainant stated
that the anglers had left shortly after the phone call with the officer. The complainant
was advised that the area will be kept in future patrol plans.

CO Chris Reynolds had a very busy patrol checking several ice anglers. All anglers had
everything in order throughout the day except a few of them had forgotten their fishing
licenses. A quick check of the computer license system confirmed that the anglers had
valid fishing licenses. The CO advised the anglers of the penalties for not having a
fishing license in possession. Verbal warnings were given.

While working in Jackson County, CO Damon Owens received an Ingham County
complaint of subjects operating ORVs accessing state land as well as cutting and
removing trees and downfall from the state land without a permit. Upon the COs arrival,
the subjects had left the area. CO Owens followed faint ORV tracks for approximately
one mile and located subjects at a residence operating a wood splitter, loading the
wood onto a trailer attached to an ORV. Interview and investigation led to several
violations, including operating an ORV on state land closed to motorized vehicles,
remove/destroy/cut wood from state land without a permit, operate ORV on a roadway,
operate ORV while driver license suspended and failure to license an ORV.
Enforcement action taken.

CO Shane Webster followed up on information he had received about illegal deer
hunting activity that occurred during the 2014 season. An interview with the subject led
to a confession of taking an antlerless deer and an eight point buck during the archery
season prior to purchasing deer licenses. The shoulder mount of the eight point buck
was seized, along with venison from the subject’s freezer. A warrant request is being
filed with the prosecutor’s office.

CO Rich Nickols investigated a tip from the past deer season that a subject had
possibly purchased his deer license after shooting a large buck. CO Nickols
interviewed the subject who recounted his story saying that he shot the buck in the early



morning. When asked how this was possible when a license was not purchased until
almost noon, the subject admitted to the wrongdoing.

DISTRICT 9

Responding to a complaint of snowmobiles and ORVs travelling too fast in close
proximity to shanties and persons on the ice, CO Dan Walzak contacted a subject who
was getting ready to transport a friend on his ORV out to their fishing spot. When CO
Walzak stopped them and told the operator that carrying a passenger was unlawful on
his machine the subject became indignant. Checking the subject through LEIN, CO
Walzak learned that the subject had an outstanding warrant for his arrest. Because the
subject could not post bond and they were outside of the pick-up distance, the subject
was advised of his warrant and released. CO Walzak also gave him a verbal warning
about carrying passengers on an ORV, resulting in the subject calming down and
thanking the officer.

CO Mike Drexler was checking ice anglers at a marina in Detroit when he contacted one
subject who stated he purchased a fishing license but it was up in his car. The angler
offered to go get the license but instead CO Drexler ran a RSS license check by radio
as the angler also did not have identification on him. The angler was found to have
never purchased a license. Enforcement action taken.

CO Mike Drexler responded to an Oakland County complaint where anglers were
fishing with too many lines and tip-ups. When CO Drexler arrived his first concern was
a three-wheel ORV speeding by and the operator not wearing a helmet. After the CO
contacted the operator and found the ORV had not been licensed in 10 years, a ticket
was issued for the safety violation. No fishing violations were encountered.

COs David Schaumburger and Chris Knights worked a group patrol checking anglers on
Lake St. Clair. The majority of violations encountered while making over 200 contacts
were ORYV operators not wearing helmets. A few operators seemed shocked they were
required to wear helmets, while many others had either left it at home or packed away in
their gear. Enforcement action was taken.

COs David Schaumburger and Chris Knights encountered a snowmobile operator who
had not registered his snowmobile since 2002 nor purchased a trail permit for this year.
A quick check of his license also showed that his driver’s license was suspended.
When asked where he was going, he replied he was just taking a test drive because he
was “tuning it up”. CO Knights interviewed the other snowmobilers in his group who
said they were actually headed to the bar. Enforcement action was taken.

COs David Schaumburger and Mike Drexler were traveling on the freeway during a
snowstorm when they observed a car hit the center wall immediately behind them.
While checking on the safety of the driver, the driver indicated to CO Drexler that he had
a warrant, a suspended driver’s license, and also was in possession of drug
paraphernalia. The car was turned over to the driver’s parents, who indicated to the



officers that it was their wish that their son go to jail today in order to get his life back on
track. The driver was lodged on his warrants and additional charges are being sought.

CO Richard Cardenas responded to a complaint that on January 25" a coyote had
allegedly attacked a horse. CO Cardenas, along with DNR-Wildlife Biologist Julie
Oakes went to the complainant’s house after learning about the complaint. Coyote
tracks were located in the pasture; however, there was no evidence to prove that
coyotes attacked the horse. CO Cardenas responded to the same complainant’s
residence on January 30™ with Wildlife Biologists Julie Oakes and Terry McFadden for
another allegation that coyotes had again harassed and attacked the complainant’s
horses. A horse had received a long wound down one side. After investigating the
scene with the DNR Wildlife Biologists, there was no evidence found that proved
coyotes had attacked or harassed any horses that would have resulted in them
becoming injured. Coyote tracks were located 100 plus yards from where it was
reported the horses were at in the pasture. It was found that the injured horse did not
obtain a wound from a coyote but from a gate post that had a gate hook bolt sticking out
from it.

While checking anglers on Lake St. Clair in Macomb County, COs Christopher Knights
and David Schaumburger contacted a group of three anglers. Two of the anglers did
not have fishing licenses with them. One angler stated that he was carrying a Glock
9mm pistol. The subject stated he had a CPL, but upon further investigation CO
Knights determined that his CPL license had expired. Enforcement action was taken.

CO Justin Ulberg gave numerous verbal warnings for minor fishing and ORYV violations
while patrolling Wampler's and Devil’'s Lakes in Lenawee County. Several contacts
were made with anglers, snowmobilers, and ATV riders. While unloading his ATV from
his patrol truck CO Justin Ulberg observed a young child operating an ORV on Devil’s
Lake. The juvenile operator was observed intentionally fish-tailing and driving up onto
the public launch site in a careless manner. Before CO Ulberg could make contact, the
juvenile drove away heading toward the opposite side of the lake. After a couple hours
of checking anglers, CO Ulberg again observed the same juvenile riding the ORV. CO
Ulberg stopped the subject and it was determined the subject was only 13 years old and
was not being supervised. When asked where his parents were the juvenile advised his
father was on the opposite side of the lake. CO Ulberg made contact with the father.
Enforcement action was taken.

CO Derek Miller was on foot patrol in Washtenaw County checking ice anglers when he
made contact with two anglers in an ice shanty. Neither subject was in possession of a
fishing license and both anglers denied ownership of the tip-ups set out in front of the
shanty. File and retail sales checks revealed neither subject has purchased a license in
several years and that one subject was wanted for outstanding warrants. Tickets were
issued and one subject was lodged in the Washtenaw county jail.

COs Derek Miller and Justin Ulberg were on patrol in Lenawee county checking ice
anglers over the weekend. The officers were checking multiple groups of anglers just



before dark when CO Ulberg observed a snowmobile and an ORV that were not
registered. It was also discovered that one of the anglers had an outstanding warrant.
Citations were issued and one subject was lodged for the outstanding warrant in the
Lenawee county jail.

Sgt. Todd Szyska responded to a complaint in Ira Township, St. Clair County, regarding
two whitetailed bucks in a field that were locked together by their horns. Upon arrival
the complainant and another individual who used to own a POC facility had handled the
deer and were able to cut the antlers off using a reciprocating saw, thus freeing the
animals so they could run off. There was no way to physically separate the two animals
as they had locked their horns together in such a way that it was impossible to manually
separate them. Due to the hard work of these two individuals the eight and 10 point
bucks were able to run free back into the wild.

CO Al Schwiderson received a complaint regarding a subject taking an overlimit and
illegally taken deer. The Retail Sales System indicated that the subject only purchased
one antlerless deer license for the season. CO Schwiderson made contact with the
subject and visually verified that there were two antlerless deer still hanging in his
garage. An antlerless tag was located underneath the hanging deer and was not
attached. Upon interviewing the suspect he admitted that he had only purchased one
antlerless tag and that he had taken the two additional antlerless deer without licenses.
Enforcement action was taken.

Sgt. Dan Bigger and CO Saykham Keophalychanh talked with local residents
surrounding a small inland lake splitting the border of Genesee and Lapeer Counties. A
long-time resident of the lake advised that there was a township easement that borders
their property and that they had kept it up for years and people accessed the lake
through this area. Sgt. Bigger and CO Keophalychanh patrolled the small area to the
surprise of the anglers on the ice. Due to the number of anglers on the lake, Sgt. Bigger
and CO Keophalychanh split up to make contact. Sgt. Bigger warned six anglers for not
having their license in possession and was soon contacted to respond to CO
Keophalychanh’s location on the opposite side of the lake. Upon making it to his
location, Sgt. Bigger was advised that a subject had fled as CO Keophalychanh
approached his location, leaving his shanty and ice fishing gear behind, including lines
still in the water. The subject wasn’t gone long before he realized he had just run to his
residence on the lake and the officers could see his location. He came back onto the
ice riding his snowmobile and was questioned by CO Keophalychanh. During this time,
it was found that the subject had a medical marijuana card, had smoked several times
prior to the contact, did not have a fishing license, and his driver’s license was
suspended. The subject was advised of the multitude of violations and enforcement
action was taken.

Sgt. Dan Bigger assisted CO Saykham Keophalychanh in completing an investigation
on a subject who had a driver’s license that when swiped through licensing machines
was printing another subject’s information. CO Keophalychanh was directed to go with
the subject to a RSS location and witness the card being swiped. It was verified that the



magnetic strip on his driver’s license had the wrong information embedded in it and the
subject was verified as being legal in all aspects. Follow up with licensing is being done
by CO Keophalychanh to assist the subject in getting hunting and fishing licenses he
purchased replaced without charge.

CO Daniel Prince and CO Jason Smith responded to a trapping trespass complaint in
the Brighton area. The business owner was walking his dog on their business property
and noticed that his dog was missing. He found the dog caught in a snare and was able
to safely release it. COs Prince and Smith located four illegal snares with a deer
carcass in the middle as a lure. There are no suspects at this time and the property
was not posted.

CO Daniel Prince investigated a trapping complaint in Livingston County where the
complainant’s dog was trapped in a leg hold trap. The dog was freed and had minor
injuries. CO Prince learned the trapper who was trapping coyotes was licensed and
had permission to trap the property. CO Prince was able to follow a foot trail to the
trapper’'s home. A verbal warning was given to the trapper for not have his traps
marked with his identification.

While on patrol in Genesee County, CO Jeremy Beavers checked anglers on the ice at
the Mound ORYV Park. While checking a group of anglers, CO Beavers observed a
largemouth bass on the ice. CO Beavers asked the group if the bass belonged to them
and one subject stated that it was his. CO Beavers informed the subject that the
season was closed and asked if he was aware of this. The subject stated that he saw
anglers keep bass on a previous date so he thought it was ok. CO Beavers told the
subject that the season closed on December 31% and he should have released the
bass. The subject was ticketed for taking bass during the closed season.

While on patrol in Genesee County, COs Jeremy Beavers and Saykham
Keophalychanh received a complaint regarding subjects who were taking an overlimit of
fish on Shiawassee Lake. After arriving at the lake, the COs observed the area from
shore and estimated there were more than 50 people on the ice. Once on the ice the
COs made contact with a large group of anglers. During initial contact, the COs were
informed that there was a tournament and that was the reason for the large number of
anglers. During a check of licenses, fish, and equipment, one subject became
argumentative and asked why the COs were on the lake since it was private. CO
Keophalychanh informed the subject that the lake was not private, explaining to him that
it had an inlet and outlet. While confirming one subject’s information through DNR
Station 20, it was discovered that the subject had two outstanding warrants. The
warrants were for Genesee and Livingston Counties. The subject was taken into
custody and transported to the Livingston County jail.

During an ice fishing patrol, COs Jeremy Beavers and Saykham Keophalychanh
checked an angler on Mott Lake. Upon their approach to the ice fishing shanty, the COs
observed two tip-ups placed on the ice. The COs found the angler in the shanty with two
fishing poles and lines in each of two holes, totaling four lines in the shanty. The COs



asked the angler if he knew what the limit on the amount of lines that an angler is
allowed to use while fishing and he answered “four”. The angler was found to have a
total of six lines in the water. Enforcement action was taken.

BELLE ISLE

While working on Belle Isle COs Richard Cardenas and Dan Walzak received a
complaint from Michigan State Police (MSP) dispatch informing them that a red van had
driven through barrels and nearly hit the security guard at the entrance of the McArthur
Bridge on Belle Isle. COs Cardenas and Walzak conducted traffic stop at the
intersection of The Strand and Fountain Way and found that the driver of the vehicle
was operating a motor vehicle while intoxicated. Officers arrested the subject for OWI
and transported her to the Detroit Detention Center. The subject refused to provide a
breath sample for the Data Master. A search warrant for the subject’s blood was
obtained and the subject was lodged at Detroit Detention Center for OWI.

COs Mike Drexler and Jason Becker were working a midnight shift on Belle Isle when
they received a call that a vehicle blew past the private security guard at the bridge and
was traveling onto the island at a high rate of speed. COs Drexler and Becker caught
up to the vehicle while the security guard was following it and conducted a traffic stop.
The operator admitted to seeing the security vehicle but thought it was simply broken
down. In addition to being in the park after hours, the operator could not produce a
registration or insurance for the vehicle. Enforcement action was taken.

CO Mike Drexler responded to a Belle Isle complaint of a light pole that was arcing at its
base. CO Drexler located the light pole and found it had a high voltage line that was
exposed and arcing, as well as catching on fire. Lt. Arthur Green and Sgt. Todd Szyska
arrived on scene and stood by until the Detroit Fire Department and public lighting
arrived on scene.

During a Belle Isle patrol COs Richard Cardenas and Rich Nickols stopped a vehicle for
disregarding a stop sign. The subject’s vehicle also had a taillight burned out. A ticket
was issued to the driver for disregarding a stop sign.

CO Rich Nickols worked a 3rd shift on Belle Isle and had several traffic stops and
contacts. Violations included speeding, disregard stop sign, and no proof of insurance.
CO Nickols received a complaint of a car that drove around the barricade to enter the
island after hours. The car was located and the driver was contacted who stated he
was a cab driver dropping passengers off at the Detroit Yacht Club and was confused
by the barricaded entrance.

DISTRICT 21

Det. Jan Erlandson reports an investigation involving a subject from Merrill, Michigan
falsifying manifests for Liquid Hazardous Waste loads that were taken to the Muskegon
Wastewater Treatment Facility and discharged into Muskegon Lake. The subject
received 21 days in jail and $1168 in fines and costs for violation of the Natural



Resources and Environmental Protection, Part 31. The subject was also placed on ten
months’ probation where he will have to maintain full time employment and have no
other violations during that time. The charge of Habitual Offender Three was dismissed

as part of the plea agreement.



