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Welcome and Introductions

Chair C. Hackett Garagiola convened the ninth meeting of the Task Force on the
Prevention of Sexual Abuse of Children, at the General Office Building, Conference
Room B, 1stfloor, 7015 Harris Drive, Dimondale, MI 48813 on March 5, 2015 at 9:15
am, welcoming and thanking Task Force members and DHS staff for their



participation. Guest Rachel Webster was welcomed to the meeting and thanked for
her presence and participation. College students who were observing the meeting
were welcomed. Task Force members and DHS staff introduced themselves.

Approval of Agenda

Motion: T. Cottrell to approve March 5, 2015 meeting agenda. Seconded by
M.]J. Tramontin. Motion carried.

Approval of February 12, 2015 Meeting Minutes

Motion: M.]. Tramontin to approve the February 12, 2015 meeting minutes.
Seconded by T. Cottrell. Motion carried.

Administrative Matters

K. McArthur informed members that DHS had printed the updated version of the MI
Child Protection Law, including most recent amendments to that law. Copies are
available from DHS.

Report on Meetings with MDOC Personnel

T. Cottrell reported to members about a meeting on February 27, 2015 with Thomas
Combs, MI Department of Corrections Administrator of Prisoner Re-Entry Division,
former Chair of MI Parole Board, and a clinically certified sex offender treatment
specialist. P. Van Order and C. Hackett Garagiola also participated in the February
27 meeting. T. Cottrell reported that T. Combs spoke about MDOC data collection
regarding prisoners convicted of child sexual abuse offenses, recidivism among sex
offenders as defined by MDOC, sex offender treatment services and providers for
individuals incarcerated within the MDOC prison system, sex offender treatment
services and providers for individuals on MDOC probation or parole, and sex
offender risk assessment tools used by MDOC.

C. Hackett Garagiola reported to members about a meeting on February 23,2015
with Virginia Bergamo, MDOC Sex Offender Treatment Specialist/Contract Manager
who also spoke about sex offender treatment services and providers for individuals
incarcerated within the MDOC prison system, sex offender treatment services and
providers for individuals on MDOC probation or parole, and sex offender risk
assessment tools used by MDOC.

Members discussed the relevance of this information to Task Force
recommendations.

Member Reports on Discipline-Specific Best Practices and Products
M. Boody reported to members his findings regarding child sexual abuse
investigation and response training available in police academies in MI.



T. Knapp reported that the only accreditation standards in the U.S. for multi-
disciplinary teams (MDTSs) investigating and responding to child abuse, including
child sexual abuse, are the standards established by the National Children’s Alliance
for accreditation of Child Advocacy Centers (CACs).

D. Marek reported her findings regarding best and promising practices and
materials available from national and state training and technical assistance
providers for child welfare system caseworkers investigating and responding to
child sexual abuse.

C. Matthews reported her findings regarding best and promising practices and
materials available from national and state training and technical assistance
providers for judges handling allegations of child sexual abuse in adult criminal
proceedings, juvenile justice proceedings, child protective proceedings, or child
custody proceedings.

P. Van Order reported her findings regarding best and promising practices available
from national and state training and technical assistance providers for medical
personnel working with victims of child sexual abuse.

J. Buzolits reported her findings regarding best and promising practices available
from national and state training and technical assistance providers for mental
health professionals working with victims of child sexual abuse and their families.

T. Cottrell reported his findings regarding best and promising practices available
from national and state training and technical assistance providers for sex offender
treatment providers working with perpetrators of child sexual abuse and their
families.

M.]. Tramontin reported her findings regarding best and promising practices
available from national and state training and technical assistance providers for
educators and school administrators regarding child sexual abuse prevention and
response.

C. Harmon-Higgins reported generally about the process for development of school
policies in MI.

Information Gathering Status and Update

J. Buzolits reported on the progress of the survey dissemination to professionals
throughout MI involved in response to or prevention of child sexual abuse,
dissemination of the survey to survivors of child sexual abuse, dissemination of the
survey to the general public, and the dissemination of the survey to members of
Native American Tribes residing on tribal land located within the boundaries of the
State of MI. ]. Buzolits advised that survey responses are being received, reviewed
and summarized. A. Kennedy reported on the survey summary process and asked
for additional volunteers to assist with that work. Members T. Cottrell, J. Dorsey IV,



T. Knapp, C. Matthews, M. Boody, C. Harmon-Higgins, D. Vasquez-Nolan, M.]
Tramontin, DHS liaisons K. McArthur and D. Marek, and volunteer R. Webster
offered to assist with summarizing survey responses.

Draft Report Review

Members reviewed a draft outline for the final report and recommendations of the
Task Force, prepared by C. Hackett Garagiola, who asked members to complete their
Task Force assignments and provide any outstanding reports and proposed
recommendations to her before March 19. She advised members that she will
incorporate that information into the draft report, along with the information from
all Task Force meetings and information gathering efforts, and provide an updated
draft to members before the April 16 meeting. She asked members to be prepared to
vote on final recommendations during the April 16 meeting.

Lunch
Members participated in a lunch at their own expense, using no public funds.

Public Comment
No public comment was offered.

Thank you and next meeting
C. Hackett Garagiola thanked meeting participants for the thoughtful discussion that
took place during the meeting. The next Task Force meeting is scheduled for:

Thursday, April 16, 2015

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

General Office Building
Conference Room B - 1st Floor
7015 Harris Drive

Dimondale, MI 48813

Adjournment

Motion: M. Boody to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by J. Dorsey, IV.
Motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Carol Hackett Garagiola



