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INTRODUCTION 

 

Section 11507a(1) of Part 115, Solid Waste Management, of the Natural Resources and 

Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, as amended, requires all landfills in 

Michigan to “annually submit a report to the state and the county and municipality in 

which the landfill is located that contains information on the amount of solid waste 

received by the landfill during the year itemized, to the extent possible, by county, state, 

or country of origin and the amount of remaining disposal capacity at the landfill.”  

Section 11507a(2) of Part 115 states, “By January 31 of each year, the department shall 

submit to the legislature a report summarizing the information obtained under 

subsection (1).”  This report covers the period from October 1, 2013 - September 30, 

2014, and is the nineteenth annual Report of Solid Waste Landfilled in Michigan as 

compiled from the information submitted by the individual landfills. 

 

It is recognized by the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) that the data may 

include estimates as to remaining capacity, volume, and point of origin of the waste 

stream reported by each landfill.  Additionally, use of both standard and waste-specific 

conversion factors between tons and cubic yards1 may further alter the data accuracy.  

 

The landfills report the waste received by category using the Combined Solid Waste 

Landfill Waste Receipt Report (Combined Report) form.  For purposes of this report2: 

MCW means municipal and commercial waste and is typically residential-like waste;       

IW means industrial waste; and C&D means construction and demolition waste.  For 

additional information on the waste types that fall within each of these categories, see 

the Waste Type Key found in Appendix A.  Certain IW types are accounted for 

specifically in the Combined Report forms, primarily to calculate the financial assurance 

applicable to those types of wastes.  These specially accounted wastes are: (1) foundry 

                                                 
1 Please note that Michigan uses the unit of measure of cubic yards to be reported by landfills.  To aid in 
comparing other states’ waste to Michigan’s, a simple conversion of 3 cubic yards equals 1 ton of waste 
has been applied and is referenced in footnotes in this report.   
2 Historically, landfills and the DEQ have referred in these reports to the waste disposed as either a  
Type II or Type III waste.  However, new waste designations have been provided to better describe the 
type of waste rather than the type of landfill.  To properly understand the connection between previous 
reports and the current report, please note the following:  MCW refers to the former Type II waste; and IW 
and C&D refer to the former Type III waste.   
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sand; (2) coal or wood ash; (3) wastewater treatment sludges; and (4) sludges from 

wood processing or paper manufacturing.  If these wastes are placed in segregated 

cells or otherwise separated from other wastes in a landfill, they are labeled in this 

report as “IW – Segregated” (if each specially accounted waste is disposed separately) 

or “IW – Mixed” (if the specially accounted wastes are mixed together).  For additional 

information on these wastes, see Sections 11525(3) and (4) of Part 115. 

 

It should be noted that this report addresses waste disposed in Michigan landfills from 

in-state and out-of-state locations.  It does not address waste originating in Michigan 

that is transported to locations outside Michigan for disposal.  Additionally, this report 

covers only waste landfilled in Michigan and does not attempt to determine the amount 

of waste removed from the overall waste stream prior to final disposal by such means 

as waste reduction and recycling.  Incineration in Michigan is also not addressed except 

for the final landfilling of ash from municipal incinerators. 

 

WASTE DISPOSAL SUMMARY INFORMATION 

 

Total waste disposal in Michigan landfills was reported at 47,043,458 cubic yards, an 

increase of 2,126,849 cubic yards or about 4.7 percent over the fiscal year (FY) 2013 

report data.  Waste generated in Michigan increased from 34,449,594 cubic yards in the 

previous reporting period to 36,394,323 cubic yards, an increase of about 5.6 percent.  

Total imports of waste into Michigan landfills increased from the previous reporting 

period from 10,467,015 cubic yards to 10,649,135 cubic yards, an increase of 

about 1.7 percent.  The largest source of waste imports to Michigan continues to be 

from Canada, with total reported imports to landfills of 7,677,835 cubic yards, down 

3,480 cubic yards or about .5 percent from the FY 2013 report data.  Canadian waste 

imports equal about 16.3 percent of all waste disposed in Michigan landfills.  Waste 

reported from other states and Canada totaled about 22.6 percent of all solid waste 

disposed in Michigan landfills.  Imported waste comprised 23.3 percent of solid waste 

disposed in Michigan landfills in the previous year.  Further, the data that follow outline 

the out-of-state imports to Michigan over the past nineteen FYs.  Imports from other 

states increased to 2,971,300 cubic yards from 2,785,700 cubic yards, an increase of 

about 6.7 percent.  This information is presented in Tables 1 and 2 and Figures 1 and 2 
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and show only the past ten years’ data.  Previous years’ data can be found online by 

clicking the following hyperlink: Annual Reports of Solid Waste Landfilled in 
Michigan.     

 

Annual audits are performed by the DEQ to reconcile quantities reported by the landfills 

to ensure proper surcharge payments and Perpetual Care Fund (PCF) deposits.  

Therefore, please note that the quantities and percentages shown for previous years 

may reflect corrections submitted by the landfills since the last annual report was 

published.  Consequently, Tables 1 and 2 and Figures 1 and 2 may differ from previous 

reports. 

 

Recognizing that the solid waste data presented in this report are used to project 

revenues from solid waste surcharges specified in Section 11525a of Part 115, only the 

solid waste volumes reported at noncaptive3 disposal facilities should be used for the 

calculation of the 12 cents per cubic yard surcharge.  For FY 2014 that amount was 

45,431,210 cubic yards.  The remaining waste was received at captive facilities, which 

are subject to a flat fee of $500 to $3,000 based upon the volume of waste received.  

Note that the volumes in this report may not be in agreement with the volumes also 

reported by the landfills in their quarterly surcharge reports.   

  

                                                 
3 Part 115 recognizes two types of facilities, captive and noncaptive, for the purposes of the payment of 
the surcharge assessed under Section 11525a.  Section 11525a(5) states, in pertinent part, “ ‘captive 
facility’ means a landfill that accepts for disposal only nonhazardous industrial waste generated only by 
the owner of the landfill or a nonhazardous industrial waste landfill that is specified in section 11525(3).” 
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CAPACITY INFORMATION 
 

As defined in Section 11507a(1) of Part 115, “Remaining disposal capacity shall be 

calculated as the permitted capacity less waste in place for any area that has been 

constructed and is not yet closed plus the permitted capacity for each area that has a 

permit for construction under this part but has not yet been constructed.”  Table 10 

presents projected remaining noncaptive disposal capacity, capacity used during the 

fiscal year, estimated years of remaining capacity (rounded to the nearest year) as 

reported by each facility, and a DEQ-calculated estimate of years of remaining capacity, 

for each noncaptive facility, alphabetically.  The data presented in Column (C) for each 

facility are based on site-specific calculations, which may vary among facilities.  The 

data representing capacity used in FY 2014 and estimated years remaining, as 

calculated by each facility, are presented for informational purposes only.  It should also 

be noted that the amount of waste received at each facility may differ from the capacity 

used during the FY depending on the type of waste disposed and the degree of 

compaction. 

 

The DEQ used a simplistic formula to calculate estimated years of remaining capacity 

for each facility, using the data provided by each facility:  Column (A) divided by 

Column (B) equals Column (D).  Although, in some cases, the facility-projected years of 

remaining capacity in Column (C) equals the calculated remaining capacity in Column 

(D), it must be noted that each facility may have used a different formula to calculate 

their projected years of remaining capacity and, therefore, may differ from the 

calculations presented in Column (D). 

 

  







 

26 

Based on current capacity used for FY 2014 (19,013,960 cubic yards) and total 

remaining capacity at noncaptive facilities (495,809,471 cubic yards), which may include 

additional capacity permitted8 during the fiscal year and using the same calculation for 

deriving the values in Column (D), it is estimated that Michigan noncaptive landfills have 

approximately 26 years of remaining disposal capacity left.  This estimate does not take 

into consideration any projected increase or decrease in waste disposal rates, waste 

diversion programs, or any county-imposed restrictions such as volume limitations, any 

special conditions, or the waste import/export authorizations of each county. 

 

                                                 
8 Construction permits were issued to the following landfills and were reflected in their Combined Report 
forms; these permits increased or decreased their disposal capacities and have been reflected in this 
report: Autumn Hills Recycling and Disposal Facility; Brent Run Landfill; Liberty Environmentalists Landfill; 
and Smiths Creek Landfill. 
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APPENDIX B – LANDFILL DISPOSAL BY WASTE ORIGIN AND TYPE 
 

The Appendix of this report lists alphabetically every reporting landfill and indicates the 

amount of waste received at the landfill, the type of waste received, and the place of 

origin of that waste. 
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