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Making Your Case: Fast Facts





RMC Research Corporation in 2000 compiled evidence from 10 years of research on the impact of service-learning on students, communities and schools (Billig, 2000). The results indicated that service-learning experience helps students to realize the goals of character education: 


Service-learning helps develop students’ sense of civic and social responsibility, as well as their citizenship skills.


Teachers and students have a greater respect for one another.


School climate improves


Students are less likely to engage in risky behavior.


Service-learning has a positive effect on students’ interpersonal development and the ability to relate to culturally diverse groups.


Service-learning provides an avenue for students to become active, positive contributors to society.





Service-learning has been found to be an excellent motivator of character development and one of the most effective methods for teaching and learning lessons of character. 


 








Professional Development Opportunities





 SEPTEMBER 2004


Governor’s Education Summit-Lansing,


Center, Lansing, MI. To register go to 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.masb.org/page.cfm/884" ��http://www.masb.org/page.cfm/884�. 


MI- Learn and Serve Grantee Meeting


Lansing, MI. For information contact Tara


Gilman at � HYPERLINK "mailto:gilmant@michigan.gov" ��gilmant@michigan.gov�.


OCTOBER 2004


 MI Council for the Social Studies    


Annual Conf.- Bellaire, MI. To register 


go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.michcouncilss.org" ��http://www.michcouncilss.org�.


10-12	International Conf. On Service-Learning Research- Greenville, SC.  See � HYPERLINK "http://www.clemson.edu/servicelerningresearch/" ��www.clemson.edu/servicelerningresearch/� 


Promoting Character & Ethics at Work 


And in School. – Kellogg Center, East Lansing, MI. To register go to 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.charcterunlimited.com" ��www.charcterunlimited.com� .


MI Council of Teachers of Mathematics


Annual Conf.- Detroit, MI. To register go 


to � HYPERLINK "http://www.mictm.org" ��www.mictm.org� .











2004 youth Service award of excellence





JoLynn Miller of Bear Lake is a strong student advocate for service-learning, a way of teaching that connects classroom learning with meaning service to the community.  Her first experience involved designing, planning, and implementing “empty bowls,” a banquet to help alleviate hunger.  As a representative on the local Academic Service Learning Advisory Board, she has spearheaded the development of a policy requiring service-learning as a graduation requirement.  She worked with all classes to ensure students understand the criteria, and last year seniors logged more than 2,000 service hours.  Ms. Miller did all of this while earning honor roll status throughout her junior and senior years, earning the Principal’s award for scholars, and national recognition in athletics for cheerleading.  She is a senior at Brethren High School.





First Gentleman Mulhern presents JoLynn Miller with a Special Tribute at the Governor’s Service Awards reception.





 





MICHIGAN CIVICS INITIATIVE





 The Carnegie Corporation of New York awarded a grant to Earth Force to support the infusion of civic-based service-learning programs into schools in Michigan.  Earth Force welcomes the opportunity to work with educators in districts (preferably middle schools, although high schools may participate in the Initiative as well) to develop programs to help educators engage students in community problem solving while addressing Michigan social studies and science benchmarks.  The ultimate goal of this project is to create model programs that convince other educators and policy makers to adopt and support hands-on civic education opportunities. 


What Participating Schools Receive:


Hands-on training (customized to meet specific school and district needs) from Earth Force staff on how to use the “Protecting Our Watersheds” curriculum that has been customized for use in Michigan.  Focusing equally on science, civics, and language arts, the curriculum helps educators meet academic standards and prepares students for the Michigan Education Assessment Program (MEAP) Test.  Educators will be provided modest stipends to attend training.


Water monitoring equipment and hands-on training for each teacher so that educators are comfortable with using the equipment.


On-site support (e.g., in-class demonstrations and follow-up professional development sessions) from the Michigan Civics Initiative Director and other resource staff as necessary.


For more information on the program contact Linda Humphreys at � HYPERLINK "mailto:Lhumphreys@earthforce.org" ��Lhumphreys@earthforce.org�.

















Service-Learning Resources 





The following sites can provide you with resources on Character Education and Service-learning:


Center for the 4th and 5th Rs- � HYPERLINK "http://www.cortland.edu/www/c4n5rs/" ��www.cortland.edu/www/c4n5rs/� 


Compact for Learning and Citizenship, Education Commission of the States- � HYPERLINK "http://www.ecs.org" ��www.ecs.org�


Character Education Partnership- � HYPERLINK "http://www.character.org" ��www.character.org� 


Learning in Deed- � HYPERLINK "http://www.learningindeed.org" ��www.learningindeed.org� 


National Dropout Prevention Center � HYPERLINK "http://www.dropoutprevention.org" ��www.dropoutprevention.org�


National Youth Leadership Council � HYPERLINK "http://www.nylc.org" ��www.nylc.org�


Linking Service and Civics through Service-Learning � HYPERLINK "http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cr/sl/districttools.asp" ��www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cr/sl/districttools.asp�








POLICY ON


QUALITY CHARACTER EDUCATION


MICHIGAN


STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION





On June 8, 2004, the State Board of Education passed its policy on Quality Character Education. The State Board affirmed two important reasons to teach character education in public schools. First, the well being of a democratic society requires the civic engagement of ethical citizens. Secondly, character education helps students learn. Qualities such as caring, responsibility, respect for oneself and others, fairness, trustworthiness, citizenship, and self-restraint promote a healthy, safe, and supportive learning environment that promotes the primary mission of the school, which is to educate. 


With effective character development programs, schools can increase academic achievement and pro-social attitudes and behaviors and decrease negative behaviors such as truancy, violence, discipline problems, and bullying.


To view the policy go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-5373_5382---,00.html" ��http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-5373_5382---,00.html� 
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To share information about service-learning topics or resources, please call the MCSC at 517.241.3493, 


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:algrad1@michigan.gov" ��algrad1@michigan.gov�   or write


 “Service-Learning Tool Kit,” Michigan Community Service Commission, 1048 Pierpont, Suite 4, Lansing, MI 48913





Quotation of the Month





“ We’ve found that service-learning is a powerful strategy for teaching and learning, which allows young people to deepen and demonstrate their learning and at the same time develop a strong sense of civic responsibility. We firmly believe that it can become a central strategy for teaching and learning in our schools.


To me service-learning can be summarized by the ancient saying: ‘ I hear, I forget. I see, I remember. I do, I understand.’”


John Glenn, Chair, National Commission on Service-Learning














The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, activities, and materials. Please call 517.335.4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.
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