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2005 Outstanding Service-Learning Awards Presented





Service-learning in Michigan has been taken to new heights over the past several years by educators, administrators, and students.  To honor and celebrate these achievements, the Michigan Community Service Commission presents the Learn and Serve - Michigan Outstanding Service-Learning Awards.  These awards recognize the very best in Michigan’s service-learning community.  





Three awards are given annually—one to an administrator, one to a teacher/practitioner, and one to an innovative service-learning program. This year’s winners were recognized at the Ninth Annual Institute on Service-Learning held on the campus of Adrian College on February 17, 2005. Our winners this year were Mr. Patrick Mulcahy, principal at L’Anse Creuse High School, in the Administrator category; Mrs. Nicole Hite of the Bedford Public Schools Community Education Department was honored in the Teacher/Practitioner category and The Healthy Kids Initiative – Resistance Antibiotics, from the Whitehall District Schools in the Innovative Service-Learning Program category. 





For a brief overview of their accomplishments and project go to the � HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/mcsc" ��www.michigan.gov/mcsc�
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Professional Development Opportunities





April 2005





Michigan Council for the Social Studies


	Fall 2005 Conference -Proposal Deadline. Go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.michcouncilss.org" ��www.michcouncilss.org� 





National Youth Service Days- For 


Programming ideas go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.ysa.org/nysd" ��www.ysa.org/nysd� 


  


17-23	National Volunteer Week- For ideas   and tools go to � HYPERLINK "http://pointsoflight.org/" ��http://pointsoflight.org/�





May 2005


Join Hands Day. For more information 


Go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.joinhandsday.org" ��www.joinhandsday.org� 





Application Deadline for Service-


Learning Teacher Fellows Program. For and application go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/mcsc/0,1607,7-137-6116_8148---,00.html" ��http://www.michigan.gov/mcsc/0,1607,7-137-6116_8148---,00.html�


 





COMMUNITY YOUTH-LED RESEARCH





CIRCLE (Center for Information and Research on Civic Learning and


Engagement) has announced a new grant competition for community research conducted by young people. Teams of youth researchers working in affiliation with a community organization or institution are invited to apply. 





Research teams must include at least five young people under the age of eighteen. Teams may also include adult mentors working in an advisory capacity. In order to receive a grant, research teams must partner with an organization that has an operating fiscal agent.  Research teams can investigate a community issue of their choice. Topics should be chosen by youth researchers and should be responsive to something they think is important and has implications for the community at large. 





Teams must have a plan for disseminating their findings and an audience (or audiences) they want to target.  CIRCLE grant awards will range from $5,000-$10,000.  Deadline: March 31, 2005





For more information go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.civicyouth.org" ��www.civicyouth.org� 








Making Your Case





Service-Learning in K-12 Public Education


By Allison Stagg, Research Assistant, CIRCLE





“Service-learning is a curriculum-based form of community service that integrates classroom instruction and reflection with hands-on service experiences. While the number of schools organizing service-learning activities has not yet surpassed the large percentage of K-12 institutions that simply offer or organize community service, the pedagogy has experienced a surge in popularity over the past decade and is becoming an increasingly prevalent practice in public school classrooms. As of February 2004, over 10 percent of all K-12 public school students and 28 percent of all K-12 public institutions are involved in some type of service-learning, affecting approximately 4.7 million K-12 students in 23,000 public schools”. Ms Staggs fact sheet offers a glimpse at the state of service-learning in public education today.  To read more about the study and to view the state of service-learning nationally go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.civicyouth.org" ��www.civicyouth.org� and scroll down to the section on Fact Sheets and click on the archived link.


 








The SEANet Quarterly.





SEANet's service-learning journal designed especially for state-level and state education agency staff and decision-makers.  This publication features information about how states are addressing challenges and improving services to local practitioners. and reports on how national developments in Congress and federal agencies, such as the Corporation for National and Community Service and the U.S. Department of Education, will affect state and local service-learning practitioners.  The Quarterly is concise and has a reader-friendly format, easy for busy administrators to review and digest.  To download the most recent issue go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.seanetonline.org" ��www.seanetonline.org� and then click on the left hand tool bar on  “Support for SEA’s”.








Service-Learning Resources 








CityWorks is Creating Tomorrow's Community Leaders�CityWorks, created by Constitutional Rights Foundation in California, is an interactive curriculum in which students engage in service-learning to address a real community issue. CityWorks believes this kind of learning will "help create tomorrow’s community leaders and hopes to roll out the curriculum in schools throughout the country." �� HYPERLINK "http://www.yscal.org/realstories/civic.html" �http://www.yscal.org/realstories/civic.html� ��Seasons of Service: Women's History Month�In celebration of March as Women's History Month, Boston's TeachNet offers ideas for service-learning projects where students can learn and share stories about extraordinary women that have made significant contributions in history. �� HYPERLINK "http://bostonteachnet.org/wow/wow.htm" �http://bostonteachnet.org/wow/wow.htm��lesson Spotlight: � HYPERLINK "http://bostonteachnet.org/DItria/" �Walk Her Way Along a Women's History Trail���Environmental Service-Learning Project Examples�"Service-Learning: Education Beyond the Classroom," a booklet published by the Environmental Protection Agency, contains 17 profiles of K-12 school-based and community projects focused on safe solid waste management. �� HYPERLINK "http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/general/educate/svclearn.pdf" �http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/general/educate/svclearn.pdf�





Heroes: A Curriculum�Activities for Exploring the Idea and �Essential Qualities of Heroes


The Gloria Barron Prize for Young Heroes honors outstanding young leaders who have made a significant positive difference to people and our planet. Their leadership and courage make them true heroes — and inspirations to us all. In addition to their annual recognition of local heroes they have developed a curriculum for teachers to use to help students understand that anyone can be a hero and inspire others to action. Nominations forms can be downloaded from � HYPERLINK "http://www.barronprize.org" ��www.barronprize.org� .


This new curriculum for grades 5 to 9 includes activities and discussion points for exploring heroic character qualities and examples of heroism. 


Co-written by Kathie Ramsey, past chair of NCTE's Middle Level Section, the curriculum will be of interest to Language Arts and Social Studies teachers, as well as librarians. It is also well suited for use in an advisory program or character education initiative.


For a free copy of this curriculum: � HYPERLINK "http://www.barronprize.org/tabarron/curriculum.pdf" \t "_blank" ��Click here� to view or download a copy of the curriculum. 











Click 

















To share information about service-learning topics or resources, please call the MCSC at 517.241.3493, 


Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:algrad1@michigan.gov" ��algrad1@michigan.gov� or write


 “Service-Learning Tool Kit,” Michigan Community Service Commission, 1048 Pierpont, Suite 4, Lansing, MI 48913





The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, activities, and materials. Please call 517.335.4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.
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