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This information is provided as a service of the Michigan Department of Education and is distributed with the understanding 
that the Department of Education is not engaged in rendering legal advice. Those individuals desiring or requiring legal 
advice should seek the services of an attorney. Individuals should use this as a companion document in conjunction with the 
relevant statute(s), court case(s), Attorney General opinion(s), and administrative rule(s). 

5: NONCONVENTIONAL PUPILS 
A nonconventional pupil is a pupil who does not attend school on the traditional basis such as 
attending classes first period through last period in the same building at the resident district. A 
nonconventional pupil may participate in special programs such as (but not limited to) cooperative 
education, postsecondary education, or nonpublic part time. The nonconventional pupil may attend 
school on a split schedule or a reduced schedule. This pupil may attend a school district other than 
the pupil’s resident district through schools of choice, parent paid tuition, or alternative education. 
The nonconventional pupil’s schedule may be interrupted by travel from one school district to 
another district or by the inability of attending school at all. This group of pupils is considered high 
risk (from a membership aspect), therefore, a listing of all such pupils must be available for the 
pupil accounting auditor. The various types of nonconventional pupils, requirements for counting 
the FTE, the determination of which district may count the pupil, and other particular requirements 
are reviewed in this section. 


