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4.
Reflection activities should challenge 


students to test assumptions about their values and to explore, clarify, and alter their values. 



5. 
Students should be included in 



the planning of reflection activities so that they have ownership of the process.


6. Reflection activities should 


incorporate various learning styles

visual, auditory, kinesthetic) and experiences to encourage students to think in different ways. 

7. Teachers should provide 

continual feedback to students so they can improve their critical thinking and analytical skills during the reflective process.

This piece was excerpted from a new Fact Sheet created by the National Service-Learning Clearinghouse on Reflection. For the full text go to
http://www.servicelearning.org/article/archive/305/


Making Your Case: Fast Facts





Unique Strengths, Shared Strengths: Developmental Assets Among Youth of Color- New Search Institute research shows that African American, American Indian, Asian American, Latino/Latina, White, and Multiracial youth all benefit similarly from experiencing more of the 40 developmental assets in their lives, regardless of their socioeconomic status. At the same time, the importance of particular categories of assets varies by race/ethnicity, suggesting the need for focused, ongoing dialogue within communities of color about their unique strengths and opportunities for nurturing healthy children and youth. Analyses of Search Institute’s aggregate dataset of 6th-12th grade youth surveyed in 318 U.S. communities during the 1999-2000 school year found the following:


Developmental assets protect youth from all racial/ethnic groups studies from engaging in 10 different high risk behaviors including violence, alcohol use and illicit drug use.


Developmental assets also promote thriving behaviors (such as valuing diversity, maintaining good health, and succeeding in school) among young people from all racial/ethnic groups.


At the same time, developmental assets do not necessarily work in the same way for all youth. For example, constructive use of time assets seem more strongly correlated with school success of American Indian and Asian American youth than others.


For a more detailed report on the findings quoted above go to the Search Institute web site at � HYPERLINK "http://www.search-institute.org/research/Insights" ��www.search-institute.org/research/Insights�





Professional Development Opportunities





APRIL 2004


16-18	Nat’l Youth Service Day-  See info on page 2 of the March 2004 Tool-Kit.


Nat’l Volunteer Week- For resources to plan activities


go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.polf.org/NVW/nvw.cfm" ��www.polf.org/NVW/nvw.cfm� 





MAY 2004	


1	Join Hands Day- Details of this day can be found at


	� HYPERLINK "http://www.joinhandsday.org" ��www.joinhandsday.org� 





JUNE 2004


National Peer Helpers Assoc. 18th Annual Pre-conf.


Austin, TX. For more info see � HYPERLINK "http://www.peerhelping.org" ��www.peerhelping.org� 


National Peer Helpers Assoc. 18th Annual Conf.


Austin, TX. Go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.peerhelping.org" ��www.peerhelping.org� for more info.








 





Best Practice for Reflection





Reflection activities work best when they are designed well, planned in advanced, and implemented thoughtfully. Reflection is a continuous process and activities can occur at any time during the process. Effective reflection incorporates the following best practices:


Reflection should occur before the service-learning experience, during the experience, and after the experience. A national study of 30 school-sponsored youth participation programs revealed that “the key factor in stimulating complex thinking and improving the problem-solving ability of students was the existence, regularity, and quality of a reflective component” (Conrad & Hedin, 1987)


Reflection activities should clearly link the service-learning experience to academic standards and curriculum objectives.


Frequent opportunities for discussion of service should be provided so students can interact with their peers, mentors, and those they serve.





A potpourri of Projects





Community partnerships continue to grow in Jackson, Michigan. They offer Jackson Public School (JPS) students a variety of service-learning opportunities. Examples include:


The Autistic Impaired 9-12 class at Jackson High School (JHS) has partnered with their local Habitat for Humanity and the Red Cross to prepare mailings.


The Advanced Computer Information Systems class at JHS designed the Christmas card for the Michigan theater, a brochure for the Children of Children exhibit sponsored by the Jackson Youth Partnership, a brochure for the Center for Women, and a flyer for a Red Cross fundraising event.


Three 10th grade English classes read the short story “Everyday Use” which is about family quilts and the dilemma of whether to display them or use them everyday. The students then made small quilts and donated them to the Salvation Army to be included in Thanksgiving baskets distributed to local needy families.


The JHS science team is partnering with D&A Environmental to collect used computer ink cartridges for recycling. The students are researching disposal of ink cartridges and impact on landfills and will present their project and findings at a science competition.


For more project ideas and information: 


Becky Mehall, JPS Service-Learning Coordinator at (517) 841-2158.











New Resources/Opportunities





The Gloria Barron Prize for Young Heroes seeks nominations for its 2004 awards. The Barron Prize recognizes outstanding youth ages 8 to 18 who have shown leadership and courage in public service to people and our planet. Each year, ten national winners each receive $2,000 to support their service work or higher education. Nomination deadline for 2004 is�April 30. For more information and to nominate, visit: � HYPERLINK "http://www.barronprize.org/" �http://www.barronprize.org/�


The MetLife Foundation “Bridge Builders” Grant and “NASSP” is inviting proposals from public middle level and high schools�serving large numbers of low-income students and underrepresented minorities to apply for a $3,000 mini-grant to implement a�school-developed initiative aimed at strengthening ties between the grant recipients' schools and their students' neighborhoods and communities. � HYPERLINK "http://www.principals.org/awards/bridgebuilders_grant.cfm" �http://www.principals.org/awards/bridgebuilders_grant.cfm�


The Gannett Foundation, sponsored by Gannett Co. Inc., serves local organizations in communities in which Gannett Co., Inc. has a local daily newspaper or television station. The Foundation values projects which take a creative approach to such fundamental issues as education and neighborhood improvement, economic development, youth development, community problem-solving, assistance to disadvantaged people, environmental conservation and cultural enrichment. Next application deadlines: May 15 and August 15, 2004. � HYPERLINK "http://gannettfoundation.org/" �http://gannettfoundation.org/�
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To share information about service-learning topics or resources, please call the MCSC at 517.241.3493, 


Email: algrad1@michigan.gov or write


 “Service-Learning Tool Kit,” Michigan Community Service Commission, 1048 Pierpont, Suite 4, Lansing, MI 48913





March is National women’s History Month





For an overview of Women’s History Month as well as links to lesson plans and other useful sites for teaching about women’s issues and contributions to U.S. History go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.education-world.com/a_curr/curr058.shtml" ��www.education-world.com/a_curr/curr058.shtml� 


Biographies of notable women, history quizzes and timelines can be found on this site: � HYPERLINK "http://www.galegroup.com/free_resources/whm/index.htm" ��www.galegroup.com/free_resources/whm/index.htm�. 


Looking for brief but informative bios of famous women? Then check out the History Channel’s Women’s History Exhibit by going to � HYPERLINK "http://www.historychannel.com/exhibits/womenhist/main.html" ��www.historychannel.com/exhibits/womenhist/main.html� 





The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, activities, and materials. Please call 517.335.4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.





Save the Date!


National Youth Service Day 2004 is April 16-18


(NYSD) is the largest service event in the world, mobilizing millions of young Americans to identify and address the needs of their communities through service. NYSD is also an opportunity to support youth on a life-long path of service and civic engagement, and educate the public, the media and elected officials about the role of youth as community leaders. For more information see � HYPERLINK "http://www.ysa.org/nysd/index.cfm" ��www.ysa.org/nysd/index.cfm� 
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