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Making Your Case:





 Service-learning has attracted growing support over the last decade – not only as an end in itself, but also as a powerful vehicle for addressing some of the burning issues of the day. Specifically, service-learning accomplishes the following:


Reverses student disengagement from schooling by giving students responsibility for their own learning and increasing their motivation to participate in school activities


Reinforces and extends the standards-based reform movement by providing a real-life context for learning and giving students a sense of the practical importance of what they are learning in school


Promotes the public purposes of education by preparing students for citizenship through involvement in citizen action


Builds on the growing willingness of students to become involved in service to their communities, while adding an academic component to such service


Contributes to young people’s personal and career development by reducing violence and sexual activity, and by increasing their sense of responsibility and workplace skills


These facts come from the Learning in Deed report by the National Commission on Service-Learning Chaired by Senator John Glenn. 











Professional Development Opportunities





FEBRUARY 2004





Michigan Council for the Social Studies 2004 Conf.,


Lansing, MI. for more info go to:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.michcouncilss.org/conf/2004" ��www.michcouncilss.org/conf/2004� 





MARCH 2004





MEA Unity Conference, East Lansing, MI. For more 


info go to    � HYPERLINK "http://www.mea.org" ��www.mea.org� 





EMU Mathematics Conference, Ypsilanti, MI. for       more info go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.mictm.org" ��www.mictm.org� 





26	Council of Teachers of Mathematics Conference    proposal deadline. Go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.mictm.org" ��www.mictm.org� for 


submission form.





NYLC National Conference, Orlando, FL. To register 


See � HYPERLINK "http://www.nylc.org" ��www.nylc.org� 








Intermediate School District Partnerships with Higher Education





The Michigan Community Service Commission (MCSC) is pleased to announce the awarding of new grants for the establishment of five regional networks that will assist schools in developing high quality sustainable service-learning programs. The regional ISD/Higher Education Partnerships will initiate and engage in dissemination efforts such as, in-services, conference presentations, and publications to increase the awareness and use of service-learning. The partnerships will create case studies on school districts that have incorporated service-learning into the curriculum and aid in the expansion of the number of school districts within the region that have a school board policy supporting service-learning. These new partnerships will work to identify and maintain a regional database of districts, buildings and teachers utilizing service-learning in their classrooms and that connect it to other school improvement efforts. They will establish regional calendars of professional development opportunities that will increase knowledge and support for service-learning in their respective regions. The MCSC will also expect that each regional network will promote the importance of service-learning to key educational leaders and administrators. The five grantees are listed below and will be highlighted in future issues of the Service-Learning Tool Kit.


 














 





The Monarch Watch





 Like most mothers, Cheryl Lykowski, a teacher at Monroe Road Elementary School in


 Lambertville, Michigan will sit and wonder what has happened to the 75 offspring she and


 her students released into the world. Will all of them survive the 1,800-mile trip to Mexico?  


Ms. Lykowski has been involved for the last ten years with the Monarch Watch, A University of Kansas


 based project aimed at helping the Monarch butterfly on its migration route from the north to Mexico in  the fall and their trip back in the spring. For the last three years, Ms. Lykowski and her students have been  raising, tagging, and releasing the insects, hoping to hear some news off their off spring’s travels to Mexico. Once the Monarchs reach their roosting area in Mexico, it is hoped that residents will call or write the University and give them the tag number of the butterfly they found. The reports help to track the butterflies and their successful journey.


Last spring the project expanded as students created a butterfly garden at the school in the shape of the insect. They planted 40 host and nectaring plants including dill, parsley, and milkweed. 


“The kids in the class understand that they live in the migration pathway of the Monarch and there is a connection between themselves and the butterfly’s survival.” For more information about this project, contact Sharon Throm, Service-Learning Coordinator, Bedford Public Schools, at (734) 850-6034

















Service-Learning Resources/Opportunities





Kohl’s Kids Who Care- Nominate kids with helping hands and caring hearts. This year Kohl’s will recognize over 1000 outstanding kids at local, regional and national levels. These nominees, 6-18 years of age, then become eligible for $1000 and $5000 scholarships good toward their post-secondary educations.  In addition, Kohl’s will contribute $1000 to a nonprofit organization on behalf of each national winner. Nominations accepted Feb.1- March 15, 2004. Forms are available on-line at � HYPERLINK "http://www.kohlscorporation.com" ��www.kohlscorporation.com�.


The National Arbor Day Foundation- Thanks to funding from Toyota, one copy of the Tree Planting Resource Kit for Volunteers is available free to organizations and Tree City USA communities to assist in volunteer tree-planting efforts. To order fax your name, organization, address and e-mail address to fax # (402) 474-0820 or email to education@arborday.org 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ms.foundation.org/wmspage.cfm?parm1=56" �Power and Possibilities: Youth-Led Social Change��A new publication by the Collaborative Fund for Youth-Led Social Change outlines model programs and lessons learned from involving youth in social change.

















ISD/HIGHER ED PARTNERSHIPS





Copper Country Intermediate School District (CCISD)	$32,800


Carla Strome, Curriculum Coordinator


Hancock, Michigan   	Phone:	(906) 482-4250





Eaton Intermediate School District	$46,000


Margie Betz, Education Specialist


Charlotte, Michigan   	Phone:	(517) 484-2929 ext.1158





Lapeer Intermediate School District	$38,500


Cathy Amboy, Curriculum Consultant


Lapeer, Michigan   	Phone:	(810) 664-1124





Marquette-Alger Regional Educational Service Agency (maresa)	


Robert Koehs, Educational Consultant	$46,000


Marquette, Michigan  	 Phone:	(906) 226-5116





Muskegon Area Intermediate School District	$28,700


Barb Gowell, Director, Instructional Services


Muskegon, Michigan  	 Phone:	(231) 767 – 7217
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The Michigan Community Service Commission’s





�








To share information about service-learning topics or resources, please call the MCSC at (517) 241-3493, 


Email: algrad1@michigan.gov or write


 “Service-Learning Tool Kit,” Michigan Community Service Commission, 1048 Pierpont, Suite 4, Lansing, MI 48913





Constitutional Rights Foundation �2004 National Teach-In





The Constitutional Rights Foundation (CRF) and the Constitutional Rights Foundation Chicago (CRFC) will sponsor a national teach-in for 100 classes of high school students in coordination with National Youth Service Day, April 16-18, 2004. The teach-in will focus on curricular units devoted to core American issues: security, liberty, justice, and equality.





Interested classes simply need to complete and submit the national Teach-in Registration Form by February 20, 2004. Participating classes agree to: identify the lesson they want to teach and conduct a teach-in on or before National Youth Service Day; report their activity to the Constitutional Rights Foundation; and write to their U.S. Representative in Congress about their work. 


�The first 100 classes to register and agree to these requirements will receive a mini-grant of $250 which may be used to buy materials to conduct their teach-in, provide law-related education resources for their class or school library, host a teach-in conference with another school, or donate to a school club or charity. For a registration form go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.crfc.org" ��www.crfc.org�, then click on 2004 Teach-In. 





The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, activities, and materials. Please call (517) 335-4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.
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