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Ready for a dynamic, interdisciplinary approach to civic learning?





Students educated in a democracy should be able to understand a range of


public issues and be skilled enough to take responsible civic action when 


warranted. This doesn't happen automatically. Recognizing the need for a 


dynamic, hands-on approach to civic learning, the League of Women 


Voters of Pennsylvania Citizen Education Fund, in cooperation with


� HYPERLINK "http://pa.lwv.org/kat/intro/develop.html" �Sharon Kletzien, Ph.D�. at West Chester University, developed 


Kids Around Town ® (KAT).  Beginning with only five pilot sites during


the 1993-94 school year, KAT is directed by � HYPERLINK "http://pa.lwv.org/kat/intro/develop.html" �Ann Rappoport, Ph.D.�, and 


has to date been used by over 6000 students across Pennsylvania as well 


as other states.   KAT has received numerous � HYPERLINK "http://pa.lwv.org/kat/intro/cred.html" �awards and acknowledgements� 


and has been cited in several � HYPERLINK "http://pa.lwv.org/kat/intro/public.html" �national journals and publications.�





KAT is an inquiry-based approach to teaching and learning that is designed to motivate youngsters, while integrating into the regular school schedule. Using the � HYPERLINK "http://pa.lwv.org/kat/katmodel.html" �KAT Model�, students apply their growing academic skills to research and resolve an issue that concerns them in their actual communities. In doing so, KAT promotes high academic achievement, consistent with national standards in language arts and communications, mathematics, and science, as well as social studies, while fostering civic efficacy and responsibility. � HYPERLINK "http://pa.lwv.org/kat/intro/research.html" �Research results� document KAT's success. Like life itself, KAT is interdisciplinary and interactive. 


KAT represents best educational practices, involving learners directly in process and content. Students: 


select meaningful issues to study; 


involve themselves with real problems and people in their communities; 


connect school-based skills to real life; 


serve and improve aspects of their communities; 


empower themselves as citizens and problem-solvers. 


KAT represents best teaching practices, invigorating classrooms by: 


varying the learning media and styles of learning available to a wide range of students; 


empowering teachers as co-learners, coaches and facilitators of learning; 


building into the KAT project authentic evaluation and assessment. 


To find out more visit � HYPERLINK "http://pa.lwv.org/kat/" ��http://pa.lwv.org/kat/�.








To help us think, talk and teach about the rights and responsibilities of citizens in our democracy, we invite you to explore 100 milestone documents of American history. These documents reflect our diversity and our unity, our past and our future, and mostly our commitment as a nation to continue to strive to "form a more perfect union."





To find out more visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.ourdocuments.gov/index.php?flash=true&" ��http://www.ourdocuments.gov/index.php?flash=true&�














It’s unique, it’s fun and it works!   ��A national leader in civic education, Kids Voting USA® (KVUSA) gets students involved and ready to be educated, engaged citizens.  Students learn about democracy through a combination of classroom activities, an authentic voting experience and family dialogue.��Our high-quality instructional materials provide K-12 teachers with valuable civic learning tools to be used throughout the school year, every year.  In addition to activities about voting and elections, students also explore the right to vote, democracy and active citizenship.��It’s all made possible by Kids Voting USA’s national network of community-based � HYPERLINK "http://www.kidsvotingusa.org/page9624.cfm" �affiliates� and their partners which include schools, elections officials, business and community leaders, and volunteers.  Kids Voting USA is truly a community commitment to democracy.  Get involved in your community!





To learn more visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.kidsvotingusa.org/" ��http://www.kidsvotingusa.org/�








The Civics Institute’s Organizational History and Program Development


The Civics Institute (the Institute) is a 501c3 organization founded to provide opportunities for Michigan students to better understand and experience the relevance of civics in society and in their daily lives. 


The Civics Institute’s mission is to engage students in rich, authentic educational opportunities intended to promote deliberation about key issues in their state and local communities and to encourage global citizen involvement. The Institute is comprised of three offerings to Michigan students and teachers: State and Local Government Curricula, the Michigan House Civics Commission, and the International Youth Initiative. 


What follows is an organizational history, as well as a history of each of our initiatives. 





For more information visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.civicsinstitute.org/about/history.html" ��http://www.civicsinstitute.org/about/history.html�








To share information about service-learning topics or resources, please call the MCSC at 517.241.2553, 


Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:gilmant@michigan.gov" ��gilmant@michigan.gov� or write


 “Service-Learning Tool Kit,” Michigan Community Service Commission, 1048 Pierpont, Suite 4, Lansing, MI 48913





The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, activities, and materials. Please call 517.335.4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.
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