
Michigan’s Driver TesTing PrograM

Testing Improprieties  ........................ 1
Under the Michigan Vehicle Code  ... 1

Business requireMenTs  
for ThirD-ParTy TesTing 
organizaTions  ..................................... 2

rePorTing iMProPer, illegal or 
frauDulenT TesT acTiviTies  ............... 2

oPeraTing Your MoTorcycle  
in Michigan  .......................................... 2

The DefiniTion of a MoTorcycle ....... 3

regisTraTion requireMenTs ................ 3

renewing Your MoTorcycle 
regisTraTion ......................................... 3

oBTaining a MoTorcycle enDorseMenT

Teens .................................................. 4
Adults ................................................. 4

The MoTorcycle TeMPorary 
insTrucTion PerMiT (TiP) .................... 4

MoTorcycle skills TesT ..................... 5

legal requireMenTs anD safeTy 
guiDelines for oPeraTing a 
MoTorcycle .......................................... 6

Be exTra careful of ........................... 7

MoTorcycles anD Deer ....................... 7

Drinking anD Driving in Michigan ..... 7

general Driver’s license renewal 
inforMaTion .......................................... 8

ProviDing a social  
securiTy nuMBer .................................. 8

renewing Your Driver’s license 
online .................................................... 8

renewing Your Driver’s  
license By Mail .................................... 9

renewing your Driver’s license  
in Person ............................................... 9

change of aDDress .............................. 9

office hours ........................................ 9

PREPARING 
TO RIDE

WEAR THE RIGHT GEAR  .................. 11
Helmet Use  ....................................... 11
Helmet Selection  .............................. 11
Eye and Face Protection  .................. 12
Clothing  ............................................ 12

KNOW YOUR MOTORCYCLE  ............ 13
The Right Motorcycle for You  ........ 13
Borrowing and Lending  ................... 14
Get Familiar with the 

     Motorcycle Controls  ...................... 14
Check Your Motorcycle  ................... 15

KNOW YOUR RESPONSIBILITIES  ...... 16

RIDE WITHIN 
YOUR ABILITIES

BASIC VEHICLE CONTROL  ............... 17
Body Position  ................................... 17
Shifting Gears  .................................. 17
Braking  ............................................. 18
Turning  ............................................. 20

KEEPING YOUR DISTANCE  ............... 21
Lane Positions  .................................. 21
Following Another Vehicle  .............. 22
Being Followed  ................................ 23
Passing and Being Passed  ................ 23
Lane Sharing  .................................... 24
Merging Cars  ................................... 25
Cars Alongside  ................................. 25

SEE  ..................................................... 26
INTERSECTIONS  ................................. 27

Blind Intersections  ........................... 29
Passing Parked Cars  ......................... 29
Parking at the Roadside  ................... 30

CONTENTS

SOS 116 Motorcycle_2014 pags.indd   3 9/17/2014   8:39:43 AM



INCREASING CONSPICUITY  ............... 30
Clothing  ........................................... 30
Headlight  .......................................... 30
Signals  .............................................. 31
Brake Light ....................................... 31
Using Your Mirrors  .......................... 31
Head Checks  .................................... 32
Horn  ................................................. 32
Riding at Night  ................................ 33

CRASH AVOIDANCE  ........................... 33
Quick Stops  ...................................... 33
Swerving or Turning Quickly  .......... 34
Curves  .............................................. 35

HANDLING DANGEROUS  
   SURFACES  ........................................ 36

Uneven Surfaces and Obstacles  ....... 36
Slippery Surfaces  ............................. 37
Railroad Tracks, Trolley Tracks  

      and Pavement Seams  .................... 39
Grooves and Gratings  ...................... 39

MECHANICAL PROBLEMS  ................. 40
Tire Failure  ...................................... 40
Stuck Throttle  .................................. 40
Wobble  ............................................. 40
Drive Train Problems  ....................... 41
Engine Seizure  ................................. 41

ANIMALS  ............................................. 41
FLYING OBJECTS  ............................... 41
GETTING OFF THE ROAD  ................. 41
CARRYING PASSENGERS  
   AND CARGO ...................................... 42

Preparing Your Motorcycle ............... 42
Equipment For Carrying
   A Passenger .................................... 42
Preparing Your Passenger
   To Ride ........................................... 42
Riding With Passengers .................... 43
Carrying Loads.................................. 43
Tips For Traveling With
   Passengers And Cargo ................... 44
Pre-Ride Test ..................................... 45

GROUP RIDING.................................... 45
Preparation ........................................ 45
Plan.................................................... 45
Hand Signals ..................................... 45
Follow Those Behind ........................ 45
Keep Your Distance .......................... 46
Don’t Pair Up .................................... 46
Staggered Formation ......................... 46
Intersections ...................................... 46
Interstate Highways And Freeways .. 46
Parking .............................................. 46
Passing In Formation ........................ 47
Ten Rules Of Group Riding .............. 48

BEING IN SHAPE  
TO RIDE

WHY THIS INFORMATION IS  
   IMPORTANT  ..................................... 49
ALCOHOL AND OTHER DRUGS IN 
   MOTORCYCLE OPERATION  ........... 49
ALCOHOL IN THE BODY  .................... 49

Blood Alcohol Concentration  .......... 50
ALCOHOL AND THE LAW  .................. 51

Consequences of Conviction  ........... 51
MINIMIZE THE RISKS  ........................ 51

Make an Intelligent Choice  .............. 51
STEP IN TO PROTECT FRIENDS  ......... 52
MARIJUANA AND  
MOTORCYCLE OPERATION  ............... 52
FATIGUE  ............................................. 53

EARNING  
YOUR LICENSE

Knowledge Test  ................................ 54
On-Motorcycle Skills Test  ............... 55

THREE-WHEEL 
SUPPLEMENT

suPPleMenTary inforMaTion  
     for Three-wheel vehicles  ........ 56

know your vehicle  ...................... 56
Basic vehicle conTrol  ................. 58
carrying Passengers anD cargo  . 61

CONTENTS

SOS 116 Motorcycle_2014 pags.indd   4 9/17/2014   8:39:43 AM




