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The Council for Service-Learning Excellence


The service-learning world is filled with remarkable talents and resources, and The Council for Service-Learning Excellence brings them together to further the entire field. Convened by the National Youth Leadership Council (NYLC), this coalition of prominent national and regional service-learning organizations pools its expertise to deliver professional development programs and technical assistance. 


The Council for Service-Learning Excellence … 


Provides topical materials to service-learning practitioners. 


Facilitates training programs at the National Service-Learning Conference. 


Provides referrals to qualified professionals providing customized trainings to educators. 


Supports practitioner certification. 


Undertakes new initiatives to enhance service-learning practice. 


The Council for Service-Learning Excellence is a collaboration between the � HYPERLINK "http://www.csloe.org/" \t "_blank" �Center for Service-Learning Opportunities in Education�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.igesl.org/" \t "_blank" �Institute for Global Education and Service-Learning�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.dropoutprevention.org/" \t "_blank" �National Dropout Prevention Center�, NYLC, and � HYPERLINK "http://www.yscal.org/" \t "_blank" �Youth Service California.�  For more information, contact Pam Siebert,�NYLC, 1667 Snelling Avenue North, Suite D300, St. Paul, MN 55108   Phone: (651)999-7377 








Team Up!  Making National Service Work in Michigan


Are you looking for ways to strengthen your capacity, expand your services, and connect with other national service programs in Michigan?  If so, then plan on attending Team Up! Making National Service Work in Michigan.    Team Up! is a cross-stream conference that will bring together participants from Michigan’s AmeriCorps, VISTA, Senior Corps, Learn and Serve, and National Direct programs.  Maintaining a successful service program requires working with diverse people and organizations in the community. Collaboration is imperative – especially when resources and funding are limited.  Team Up! will offer a unique opportunity to exchange ideas and establish new partnerships with programs that focus on similar issue areas or provide services in your community.   This event, coordinated by The Corporation for National and Community Service and the Michigan Community Service Commission, will take place October 20-21, 2005 at the Michigan State University Union in East Lansing.  For more information, please contact Angelia Salas at (517) 335-3407 or at � HYPERLINK "mailto:salasa@michigan.gov" ��salasa@michigan.gov�.





Useful web sites





Campaign Consultation, Inc. (CCI)


Provides training to national service grantees that enhances their ability to develop the resources and partnerships needed to sustain and/or expand their programs and services beyond federal support � HYPERLINK "http://www.sustainabilityonline.com" ��www.sustainabilityonline.com�





Building Partnerships from the Sustainable Communities Network


Includes resources and case studies.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.sustainable.org/creating/partnerships.html" ��www.sustainable.org/creating/partnerships.html�





Middle School Students Learn the Importance of Civic Responsibility


In Michigan, we have some outstanding examples of AmeriCorps and Learn and Serve collaboration. Below are excerpts from a story by a Michigan AmeriCorps member.





As a member of the Ionia County AmeriCorps team much of my direct service is in helping youth learn the importance of doing what they can to take care of the world around them.  We approach this task through promoting service-learning, a teaching method in which students learn their curriculum by developing and carrying out service that meets genuine community needs.





I serve in a small, rural middle school of 271 students.  We have one class called Communication Arts that is taught entirely with service-learning.  My site supervisor, the teacher of this class, has welcomed me as her partner in facilitating students’ classroom activities.  My first quarter in this school, I became familiar with the techniques and methods used in service-learning.  I was with the students as they were taught what service-learning was, learned what “community” meant, decided what needs to address, developed and carried out projects, reflected on what we were doing and how well, or not so well (!), we were doing it, and celebrated our successes.   





It wasn’t until the second quarter, though, that I saw real civic responsibility in action. It was when we all returned to school after our winter break.  In this mid Michigan community that means lots of Christmas festivities, sledding, and free time.  I was expecting to see our students walk in bemoaning the end of their vacation and begrudgingly listen to us as we attempted to cheer them up and get them involved in a new project.  I was completely wrong.





Our kids came in excited about “civic responsibility.”  They didn’t call it that, but that’s what it was.  They loudly hurried into our class proclaiming, “We have to do something about those people in the earthquake!”  They, of course, were talking about the part of the world affected by the tsunami that occurred in late December.  They immediately became engaged in studying the issue and planning a project to address the need.  Within three weeks these fifteen 7th graders had put on an event that collected 270 bars of soap, 29 tubes of toothpaste, 89 toothbrushes, 52 bottles of shampoo, and $933.15.  Stories about their project resulted in donations that more than doubled the original funds they raised.  First, high school students contributed, and then, the local Lions Club arranged for the entire amount to be matched.  Our students didn’t need prompting from us; they began it on their own.  They had learned to do what they could to help the world around them.   





By Jennifer Manion, Ionia County AmeriCorps member, as told to her Program Director, Amy Buckingham. For more information about the Ionia AmeriCorps Program and their service-learning efforts contact Amy Buckingham at          readcorp@ionia-isd.k12.mi.us.





Service Learning Summer Camp For Teachers a Huge Success





More than eighty teachers engaged in learning that focused on curriculum connections, strategies and activities, and real life examples. national service learning consultant and author, Cathryn Berger Kay, presented service learning strategies and diverse themes to awaken and engage even the most reluctant learners. A wealth of examples was shared from local service learning practitioners! This great professional development opportunity was the result of collaboration between several Learn and Serve programs. Ionia ISD, Lowell Area Schools, and Palo Community Schools planned the event with representatives from even more districts present. This model of leveraging resources doesn’t end there, as follow-up workshops are planned for the fall. 





Mark your calendars! Cathryn will be coming back October 26 & 27 for two follow-up workshops. October 26 is for administrators. The second day will be for teachers.  For more information contact Deb Wagner, Ionia County ISD, 2191 Harwood Road, Ionia, MI 48846-9458 (616) 522-1405








To share information about service-learning topics or resources, please call the MCSC at 517.241.2553, 


Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:gilmant@michigan.gov" ��gilmant@michigan.gov� or write


 “Service-Learning Tool Kit,” Michigan Community Service Commission, 1048 Pierpont, Suite 4, Lansing, MI 48913





The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, activities, and materials. Please call 517.335.4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.
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