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Making Your Case: Fast Facts





For teenagers, the volunteer rate jumped by 2.6% points to 29.5 percent based on data collected in 2003 as compared to 2002(� HYPERLINK "http://www.bls.gov/news.release/volun.nr0.htm" ��http://www.bls.gov/news.release/volun.nr0.htm�) 


Today’s college freshmen are continuing a decade-long trend of record-setting volunteerisms. 83.1% of students report participating in volunteer work during their last year of high school, compared to 82.6% in 2002 and a low of 66% in 1989. (� HYPERLINK "http://www.gseis.ucla.edu/heri/findings.html" ��http://www.gseis.ucla.edu/heri/findings.html�) 


31% of teens (aged 13-17) volunteer for charitable activities, such as helping the poor, the sick, or the elderly. (The Gallup Organization Youth Survey 2003, � HYPERLINK "http://www.gallup.com" ��www.gallup.com�) 


Young people who discuss a volunteer experience are twice as likely as others to volunteer regularly. And they are also 16 percentage points more likely to try to influence someone’s vote. (The Civic and Political Health of the Nation: A Generational Portrait) (CIRCLE, Volunteering Among Young People, 2004, � HYPERLINK "http://www.civicyouth.org" ��www.civicyouth.org�)





 





Professional Development Opportunities





MAY 2004





Volunteerism SuperConference 2004: Amway Grand Plaza  and DeVos Center in Grand Rapids, MI. For more info visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.mnaonline.org" ��www.mnaonline.org�.





JUNE 2004





6-8	Nat’l Conference on Community Volunteering & National Service: Kansas City, Missouri. For more info visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.pointsoflight.org/conference" ��www.pointsoflight.org/conference�.





16-17	MCSC Symposium on Sustainability-Lansing, MI. For more information call Tara Gilman at 517-241-2553.





Service-Learning 101 & Curricular Connections:


St. Paul, MN. For more info visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.nylc.org" ��www.nylc.org�.





Research Matters by Dr. Shelley H. Billig





Research has a critical role to play in increasing effective service-learning practice. Specifically, research results and robust outcomes can help all service-learning advocates--school administrators, teachers, parents, students, community members, and policymakers--make the case that service-learning should be an integral part of every student’s schooling every year. To achieve this, service-learning advocates must know and use what existing research says about high-quality service-learning; they must speak out about and support robust research on service learning; and they must cite research findings accurately.





There is currently a body of research to bolster the argument that service-learning should be part of every student’s education, as well as to improve service-learning practice. The field will advance when service-learning practitioners use research findings to hone their practice and when they participate actively in rigorous service-learning studies. It will also advance when all service-learning advocates support more and better research and speak accurately about what service-learning can really claim to accomplish. For the full text of her article go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.service-learningpartnership.org/publications" ��www.service-learningpartnership.org/publications� then click on the link Talk It Up. 





The Mid-Michigan Learn and Serve Project


“Civic Education in the Real World”





“I want to learn how to help my students improve their MEAP scores.”


“I want my students to consider the idea that they can improve their situation and strengthen their community while reaching out to others.”


These are just some of the reasons teachers gave about why they want to be involved in the “Civic Education in the Real World program”.  This program offers unique professional development for teachers and student teachers interested in integrating service- learning into existing K-12 social studies curriculum. An underlying concept of this project is that service-learning, as a teaching method, has the capacity to help students internalize civic skills and democratic values through experiential learning. The teacher will learn how to incorporate data analysis and critical thinking and writing skills into lesson plans. These lessons will align with the required social studies standards and benchmarks. This project will promote students’ work on community problems as they learn the skills and knowledge necessary to become effective citizens, and to be successful on state standardized social studies tests.  





“Civic Education in the Real World” is a part of the Mid-Michigan Learn and Serve Project and is a collaborative effort. The partners in this collaboration include: Eaton County Intermediate School District, Clinton County Regional Service Agency, Ingham Intermediate School District and Olivet College. The other component of the Mid-Michigan Learn and Serve Project is the development of the Mid-Michigan Learn and Serve website with a regional data-base of districts, buildings and teachers utilizing service-learning, calendars of local, regional and national service-learning events, and information regarding both traditional and virtual libraries of service-learning materials. Links to this website are found on each of the collaborating partners’ websites to encourage easy access to this information.


For more information contact: Margie Betz (517) 484-2929, ext. 1158 or email, � HYPERLINK "mailto:mbetz@eaton.k12.mi.us" ��mbetz@eaton.k12.mi.us� or visit www.midmichiganlearnandserve.org











Service-Learning Resources 





Teaching Tolerance magazine showcases innovative tolerance initiatives in schools across the country. The spring 2004 issue is a special anniversary edition of the Brown v. Board decision. Five articles and a timeline help students in grades 7–12 understand the legacy of the Supreme Court decision and the continuing struggle to integrate U.S. schools. Of particular note is a Q&A with prominent Americans (including Reg Weaver), who reflect on the legacy and impact of Brown v. Board. The magazine also includes classroom activity suggestions, project ideas, and resources that accompany the articles. The issue may be downloaded in PDF format � HYPERLINK "http://www.tolerance.org/teach/expand/mag/index.jsp" ��www.tolerance.org/teach/expand/mag/index.jsp�.





Kids as Planners: A Guide to Strengthening Schools, Students, and Communities Through Service-Learning. This guidebook provides teachers, school administrators, students and community partners with a step-by-step process for designing, implementing and evaluating a quality KIDS service-learning project. Full of reproducible examples, tools and strategies that can help schools advance and deepen the relationships between students and their communities. For more information go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.kidsconsortium.org" ��www.kidsconsortium.org�.





K-12 Service-Learning Literature: 1999-2003- A list of K-12 service-learning literature published between 1999 to 2003. Compiled by the RMC Research Corp. Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.servicelearning.org/article/archive/331/" �http://www.servicelearning.org/article/archive/331/�.








President’s Volunteer


Service Award





The President’s Volunteer Service Award recognizes individuals, families, and groups who have made a sustained commitment to volunteer service. It is an honor that every American can aspire to achieve.





The Award can be earned by serving a specified number of hours in volunteer activities that meet national or community needs in such areas as youth achievement, parks and open spaces, healthy communities, public safety, and emergency response.





To learn more about the Award visit:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.presidentialserviceawards.gov" ��www.presidentialserviceawards.gov� 
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APRIL 2004





To share information about service-learning topics or resources, please call the MCSC at 517.241.3493, 


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:algrad1@michigan.gov" ��algrad1@michigan.gov� or write


 “Service-Learning Tool Kit,” Michigan Community Service Commission, 1048 Pierpont, Suite 4, Lansing, MI 48913





Quotation of the Month








“The ends you serve that are selfish will take you no further than yourself; but the ends you serve that are for all, in common, will take you even into eternity…”..


				Marcus Garvey








			








The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, activities, and materials. Please call 517.335.4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.
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